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istence, and affirmed that it wag worse than
useless to prepare for a state of which there
was no absolute certainty. So that, theoretic-
ally and practically, the Chinese are atheists.
A branch of Confucianism, of which Mencius
was the author, begun 300 ycars s.c., is an-
other source of difficulties to missionaries. It
teaches that human nature of itself flows to-
wards goodness, virtue and holiness. Another
obstacle is the systemn of Choofoutzr, com-
menced during the 13th century. These are
the chief false pbilosophies uf China, and prove
mighty impediments to the free course of the
(Gospel. Mr. W. stated that another barrier
against which they bave to contend is false
religions. The first of these he mentioned was
state religion, which comprises the worship of
ancestors, of Confucius, of the god of Agri-
culture and of thic patron deity of every city.
The Emperor is not only the governor of China
but also the high priest of the country. An-
nually he goes out in state to worship the ma-
terial heavens, and at the same time the dust
of the earth, both of which he supposes alive.

Anrually he prostrates himself before a tablet,
on which is inscribed ‘ To the ancestors of the
reigning dynasty,’ and worships a long line of
auncestry. The people also follow his example,
and send to their ancestors houses, feasts, mon-
ey, boats, &c. They do this by constructing
them of paper, and, having buraed thew, imag-
ine that thus the gpirits of their ancestors
will be supplied with the necessaries of life.
In many instances this is donc regularly on
the 15th day of every munth. But in the state
religion there is more than the worship of an-
cestors. There is the worship of Confucius
throughout the whole of the Chinese empire.
In every school-room there is a tablet, before
which the children prostrate themsclves in
the honour of Confucius every morning on
commencing their duties. Studcats, magis-
trates, the Emperor and all classes of the
peoplc worship him as a god. DBesides these
is the worship of the god of Agriculture. He
is worshipped a3 follows :—The Emperor hav-
ing written out a prayer, the magistrates, who
arc men of education and polish, place it on
an iron dish, and, baving burned it, imagine
that their god will thus hear ard answer them.
The patron deity of each city is also worship-
ed. State religion is not the only false sys-
tem against which missionaries have to strive,

for besides it there is Buddhism, adopted by the |

more ignorant classes of the people. Buddha is
supposed to be above all—omnipotent, omnis-
cient and omnipresent. The mass of the people
think him t00 high for them, so they construct
for themselves gods of different natures.
There is the god of mercy in private houses,
the god of riclies to be found in every shop,
the god of war and of the sea worshiped
by soldicrs and sailors. There is also Tauism,
a system of religion which calls upon men to
worship ¢ the Three Pare Oaes,’ a kind of trin-
jty—the Stars, the Emperor of Heaven and
the Emperor of Earth.  Besides State Religion,
= Adhism and Tauism missionaries have to con-
nd against many others, such as Mohamme-
lanism and Romanism. The last obstacle
which Mr. W. mentioncd as being in the way
of missionary success was false hrethren.
Englishmen and Americane, who go out to
Chiaa under the name af Christinne, and who
indulge in the most wicked practices, have
given the Chinese an idea of Christianity
which it will prove most dificult to efface.
Many of these so-called Christians engage in
the opium and coolie trades, and, stealing from
their homes the poor Chincese, carry them to
the Indics, where they work as coolies on
plantations. Mr. W. spoke strongly against
auch sinful practices, for the Chinese, secing
these thingy, sarcastically tell the missionarics

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

to go home and refurm their own countrymen.
The last point on which Mr. W. dwelt was the
encouragements which missionarics have to
persevere in their work. He said that the suc-
cess which already has attended them enconr-
ages them still to go on. Upwards of 1430
Chinese have been converted, 50 of whom are
catechists, and have proved most efficient men
in their work.  Another ground of encourage-
ment was the reception their bouks had re-
ceived., Tlhescare widely disseminated through
Ching, and, having been lately introduced into
Japan, are there extensively read.  This is ex-
tremely encouraging, fur their success, at least
for a time, depends chiefly on the books writ-
ten by the missionaries, which are principally
upon scientific subjects, proving from nature
thie existence of God.  Another ¢ncouragement
which cheers the hearts of missionaries is the,
interest which churches at Home are taking in
the mission. Mr. W. suid that missionacies,
would never attcrmpt the wark were they nut’
1

assured that the churches at Home were pray-

ing for them. The knowledyge of this cheers,
them in every difficulty and bears them up!
amid many trials. Another encouragement is |
that the churches are giving taore than former-

ly. The last aud chief reason why ission-,
arics fecl encouraged in theirwork ison account |
of the ulmighty power of the Gospel.  While
they were now labwuriug apparently withaut |
many goad results, yet they were disseminating
knowledge amongst the people, and, when'
they were ready for the blessing, the holy!
Spirit would he poured ost from on high iu,
such abundance that China would be convert- |
cd, that the inbabitants of this vast cmpircl
would be brought intu the hingdum, would,
acknowiedge Christ as their Saviour, and bow |
the kace before the only living and truc God

as their father. In conclusion Mr. W. madc a,
powerful appeal to Christian soung men to,
come forward and engage in the glorious work

of missionarics, and prayerfully to c«msidcrl
and vbey the Jast injunction of our Saviour—
*Go ye into all the world and preach the Gos- |
pel unto every creature ‘— Nurthern Ensign. |
t
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AnQOvercoat and a Gold Shint S wd were )

left in 8t andrew’s Clhel, Kingso, |

during the late mect vy of Svuad. The,

owners are ropuestel o gy oar ihe
Manse, Kengston,

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.
When no year follows the game, the <ulneription in
for the curreut ycar.

W. Wood, 1839-G0-1, St. Jean Chrysostome,
P. MciIntyre, 1858-9; J. Ferrier, 1859-60.
Dame Hhaii, 1839-60, Perth ; James Bachanan
, 1660-1, Dundee ; D. Black, 1858-9-60, Howick,
! A. Kennedy, 1860-1, Williamstown , W. Cack-
'hurh, 1860-1, Melbourne ; €. G. Holt, J. Nicoll,

T. Craig, Dr. McKee, 1859-60: Dr. Rowand,
18536-7-8-9-00, Dr. Wilkie, T. McLean, 1856-%-
8-9-60, W. Kerr, 1849-50-1-2, Quebec, A.
McHean, 1859-60, W. Brown, jr., 1859-60, Co-
bourg; A. McElroy, J. Jolinston, R. Johaston,
J. Horner, J. Beanett, J. Mclennaa, J. Cos-
grove, J. McNaughton, Rev. J. Camelon, PPort
Hope ; Col. Rollo, Montresl ; J. Polley, 1856-
1-8-8-60-1 Simcoe ; J. Livingston, 185%-8-9.G0
Nilton; W. Watson, 1860-1, Williams; A.

'l?u

Wilaon, 1859-60-3, Lyn ; Dugald Taylor, 1858-
9-60-1, Pickering ; W. NcDonald, 1857.8-9.60,
Dandas; Queen's College (for advertisement)
Rev. Dr. Leitch, 1860-1, A. Druromond, 180, ,
Kingston. :

UNIVERSITY OUF QUEEN'S
KINGSTON.

1\/ EDICAL DEPARTMENT.—The Seventb

Session of the Medical Department of the
University will commence on the 15t Wednes-
day (the Gth) of November.

For Particulars regarding the course of
Study, Fees, &c, attention is directed to the
“ Annual Aunouncement” of the Department,
a copy of which may be had on application to

JOHN STEWART,
Professor of Anatomy.
RKingstourn, Nov. 1360.

COLLEGE,

SABBATIH SCHOOL REQUISITES.
'l‘lll-l Subscriber offers the cnsuing publica-

tiuns of * the Montreal Sabbath School
Assuciation of the Presbyterinn Church of
Canada in councctiva with the Charch of
Scotland.”  Just Pustisuep :—

THE SABBATH SCHOUL TEACHER'S
CLASS ROLL LUK  Price 50 cents per
duzen, ur postage paid 63 ceats.

The SCHEME 0! LESSUNS for the last
2 quuitersof 16,0, I'rice 123 cents per duzen,
or pustage paid 15 cents

SUNGS OF PRAISE. A Cullection of
Hamus tar wse i Sabbath Schaols.  Price 23
cenis por duzen, or postage paid 30 cents.

JOUN LOVELL,
Publizher.
ESBYTERIAN WORKRS
Shaw on the Confession of Faith, 3s. 0d,

Confession of Faith,co.oooiiinnees 2s. Od.
Paterson on the Shorter Catechiain,. .. 2s. 3d.
King on the Ruling Eldesship, ....... 23. Gl
Hill's Practice of the Charch Courts, . 5s. 6d.
Coik's Styles and Procedure of the
Church Courtr,. .. .oviierneienan. 16s. 3d.

Ao Carter & Bro's publications, and a
large Stuch of Miscellancous Buoks, which
Mimsters and othiers areinvited to calland ex-
amine.— A discount allowed to Ministers.

JOBN DOUGALL,
36 Great St. James Street, Montreal.

. — e

SYNOD MINUTES AND OTHER PAPERS.

HE following printed materials are in the
hands of the Syuod Clerk, the Rer. W,
Snodgrass, Montreal :
Minutes of Synod from 1831 to 1836 in-
clusive, & reprint,...... veennen 32
Minutes of Synod from 1837 to 1859 in-
clusive, single copy for any year, 0 28
Actsof Synod, collected down to 1850,. 0 12§
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THE “DAILY WITNESS.”

For three d dlers per annum.

The Montreal Daldy Widuess, contmmnmg a
considcrable amount of interesting and instruc-
tive matter, toge hier with the Jatest news by
the mails and telegraphs, is published every
afternoon i time for the evening maitsat THuss
Dotrars rre ANNuN, in advance.

NMerchants will Gad the commercial informa-
tivn of the I uness of great value, and the
Daily will gave the latest information as to the
risc and fall of the markets.

T.etters should be addressed

JOUN DOUGALL,
“ Montreal Witness,” Montreal.
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