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istence, and affirmed that it wau worse than
useless ta prepare for a state of which there
was no absolute certainty. Sa that, thcoretic-
ally and practically, the Chineso are atheiste.
A branch of Confucianism, of which Mencius
was the author, begun 300 years m.c., la an-
other source of difficulties tu inissionarles. II
teaches that human nature of itsclf fiows to-
wards goodness, virtue andl holiness. Another
obstacle is the systein of Choofoutzr, coin-
mcncedl during the 13th century. These are
the chief faIse philosophies of China, and prove
mighty impedimenta to the frce course of the
Gospel. Mr. W. stated thiat another barrier
against 'which they bave ta contend la fatle
religions. The first of these het mcntioned was
sEtle religion, whjchi comprises the worship of
anccstors, of Confucius, of the god of Agri-
culture and of the patron deity of evcry city.
The Emoperor is not only the governor of China
but also the high priest of the country. An-
uually ho goles out in state ta, worshili the mea-
terial beavens, and at the saine timo the dust
of the earths, both of which hoe supposes alise.
Annually lie prostrates hiniself btforc a tablet,
on which is inscribed 1 To the ancestors of the
reigning dynasty,' andl worshilis a long line of
aneestry. The people alsro follow lisq exaniple,
and senil to their ancestors bouses, feasts, mon-
ey, boats, Itc. They do this by constructing
them of palier, and, bav ing butaied them, iag-
ine that thus the spirits of their ancestors
wiIl be supplicil with the necessaries of life.
In many instances this is donc regularly on
the 15th day o! every mouds. îlot in the state
religion there is more thtan the worsbip of an-_
cestors. There is tlie worship of Confucius
tlîrougbout the whole of tie Chincie empire.
In every school-room there is a tablet, before
which the children prostrate themselvcs su
the honaur of Confucius every morning on
commcncing their dullest. Students, magis
traies, the Emî,eror andl ail classes of the
people worship bila as a god. Besides these
la thc worship of the god of Agriculture. H1e
is worshipped as follaws z-Tht Emperor hav-
ing written out a prayer, thc magiutrates, wbo
are men of education and peos, plasce i on
an iran dish, and, having burned iti imagine
that their god will tits hear and answer tbem.
The patron deity of eacb city is misa worship-
cd. State religion is flot the only false sys-
teint against wbielh miRsianaries have to stuive,fur besides it there la Buddbismn, adapte<l by thc
mare ignorant classes of the people. lludha isý
supposcdl ta bie &bave ail-omnipotent, omnais-
cient and omnipretent. Tht mass of tht peupl
think him %no high for tileul, so they constraact
for thcmsclves goils of <liffcrent natures.,
Tlsere is Uic goil of mercy in private bouses,,
Uic god of riches ta bie founil in every slop,
tit goil of var andl of thc se& worsihiped
by saldiera andl salilon's. There is aloo Taumsm,
a system of religion whicb calîs upon men ta
worslîip 'Uthc Threc Pare Onres,' a lcind of trin-

ity--tbe Stars, the Emperor cf Heaven and
the Emperor of Harth. Resides Siato Religion,

'ldhism and Taiim misisionaries have to con-'
nil against snany oatissri, sucli as Nioliamnme-

lassism and ltoinaniim. The lise obstacle
itlîicb lir. W. mentioneil as bcbng in the way
cf iss.ionare success wits falst lîrethrent.
Englishmen ana American'i, viso go out ta
China titiler the namc ot Christiani, andl whis
indulge in thetalost wiclced practices, have

grnthe Chinseso an ide&. of Cbristianity
whih it will prove most difficult ta efface.

3lany of these so-called Christians engage in
tilt opium and coolie trades, and, sitealing tram
thçir homles tlS poer Chinsese, carry them ta
te Indics, where they work as coolies on

planiatiotis. M1r. Nt. spolie strongly againsit
,aucb uinful practicca, for the Chineýse,, seeing
the"e tbingit, sarcatically tli the nis.sionazics
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