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CONVENTION OF WESTERN RETAIL
LUMBERMEN,

eighth annual convention of the Western
‘Kglail Lumbermen’s Association was held in
(@{mnipeg on February 8th, at which there was
L Aarge and representative attendance of. both
}ti\'eand honorary members. The president,
Nr. James B. Mathers, of Glenboro, was abser}t
a trip to British Columbia, therefore the chair
s taken by the vice-president, Mr. Henry
‘ Bymes, of Winnipeg. After the reading and
‘woption of the minutes of the last mueeting,
8 epresident’s address was read, as follows :

“Porug MENDERS OF TUE WESTERN RETALL LUMBERMEN"S
1 ASSOCIATION *
JGeNTLEMEN £~ affor. & much pleasuse to welcome
% many tembers 1o this our eighth amwal meeting. |
.'mp!t:ls\‘d to congratulate you upon the successful and
- ¥ pperous year just closed in all branches of businass,
XY 1 g\)l,pccinlly m the lumhier trade.  Our province and ad-
"-mug terntory has been blessed with a bountiful harvest,
Jivch has enabled the public in general to scutle their
» Ebili(ics as promptly as usnal, thus placing trade on a
~Brm and substantial basis. There appears to be a favor-
e prospect for a good immigration to our land next
f;son, which will certainly have a beneficial influence on
* fhe lumber trade.
Your directors, is requested at the last annual meeting,
- ooked into the matter of fire insurance, also a telegraphic
- 3 4e. Your secrstary communiciated with the secretary
. a{the Northwestern Lumbermen’s Association of Minne-
#pois, and trom nformation received your directors
Qeemed it not advisable to attemp* forming a fire insur-
>, nce company at the present time, as our membership is
ot large enough 10 ensure its success, ¢ nd considerable
} ‘espease would be meurred 1 procuring a charter, ete.
g Two telegraphne codes were purchased, and afier look-
g mto the mattes we vame 10 the conclusion that they
Suuld be seldom used,and would, in all probability, lead 10
- Sonfusion and mntakes, as they are complicated, there
'be[ngsonl:\“'\ different grades, sizes and length of lumber,
30d few manufaciurers use the same terms,
i We wish 1o cxpress our thanks to the Rat Portage
> Lumber Co. and other honorary members who so kindly
. 3 tenained us last summer, by 2 lumber ¢xcursion through
: 1hc pictures e Lake of the Woods and up R:lfny river to
> Fort Francis, which was one of the most enjoyable ex-
Lenions on record, and was duly appreciated by all who
Siere able to attend.  Our thanks are also due the officials
o the Lanadian Paufic Railway Company, who so gen-
erously granted free transportation to all members
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attending.

- g We regret very much the removal, by death, of three of

‘our esteemed brother members, Mr, Gibbard, of Wapella,

. ';\Ir. Wyau, of Virden, and Mr. Nichol, of Boissevain, dur-

s ang the past year.

Atour last annual meeting our membership stood at
164: during the year four honorary and 45 active members

nere accepted by your directors and secretary, 21 have

withd@uwa or sold out to others who belong now in their

L R jsuead, leaving our membership at the present time 28
o [ larger than last year.  This is, indeed, gratifying, as our
g € gincrease for 1507 was only four over the year previovs.
. . 3Duiing the year a great miny applications were refused,

as they were from points where there are sufficient yards
to supply the trade, and in fact inmany cases one member
less at these pomnts would be an improvement instead of

ite B

1e B Xeneextm. 1f all these applicants were able to get stock

M f- §ihe competition would be so great and the business of

JF cach so much iess, that it would have a very depressing in-

R, §81ence on the financial ability of a great many, which

o g would soon result 1n faslure, and our honorary members

5, E  §would eventually have to shoulder a large portion of the

s losses.

ol Before closing, 1 wish to thank my fellow officers for

it E. their very able assistance and faithful work performed

. B §during the past year. Al matters brought before them

% B §recewed thew most carcful attention and considera-

ol tion,

14 Weare gladto sec so many members present at this
meeting. A pleasant and profitable feature of this con-
vention is the bringing together of members, active and

fx '§ honorary, rencwing old acquaintances and forming new

. § vnes, and leadaigy to free and full discussion on all matters
g relating to the trade.
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Many subjects, no doubt, will come up at this meeting,

whieh Tirust will recenve your most careful consideration.
Yours truly,
Jas. B. Matuges, President.

Mr. Byrnes added to the address a few words
concerning the status of the trade. He said that
the past year had been an exceedingly prosperous
one ; and the prospects tor the coming year were
excellent.

Mr. John Dick, secretary-treasurer, presented
the financial statement, which showed total re-
ceipts of $2,618, of which $784 was carried for-
ward from the previous year, the remainder being
mide up of fees and dues collected during the
year. The disbursements were $1,889, leaving
a balance of $729 to the credit of the Associa-
tion.

After reports of regular committees, the election
of officers was proceeded with, the result being
as follows :

President . Byrnes, Winnipeg.

Vice-president ~R. H. O'Hara, Brandon.

Directors—A. M. Stewart, of Morden; A. J.
Hughes, of Souris; Wm. Armstrong, of Portage
la Prairie; G. M. Miller, of Virden; T. A.
Cuddy, of Minnedosa ; D. Sprague, of Winnipeg.

An animated discussion was started by Mr. D.
E. Sprague, of Winnipeg, who declared that the
rules of the Association were not being adhered
to by some of the members, nnd expressed the
opinion that if this condition of thin' 5 continued
the Association might as well be dissolved. The
specific charge was that over thirty million feet
of lumber had been purchased from manufact-

MRr. HENRY BVRNES,
President elect Western Retail Lumbermen’s Association

urers in the United States. This was in contro-
vention of the by-laws; clause 3 stating that
honorary members are not to sell stock to any
men not active members of the Association, while
clause 32 says that active members are to buy
from honorary members only. It was claimed
that the former clause was strictly carried out,
while the latter was not. Mr. D. C. Cameron,
of the Rat Portage Lumber Company, and Mr.
C. M. Beacher, of the British Columbia Mills,
Timber and Trading Company, said that if the
retailers did not refrain in the future from break-
ing the by-laws of the Association they would
withdraw from honorary membership. They
pointed out that the Canadian manufacturers
were able to supply the demand, and there was
no reason for buying American Iumber. A sug-
gestion was made by one of the members that
some changes be made in the by-laws to make
them more workable.

Several retail dealers spoke in defence of their
position. All contessed to have purchased Ameri-
can lumber, some giving as their reason that
they must have some dry lumber, and that they
could not get it from the Canadian manufac-
turers. The chief reason for buying American
lumber seemed to be that it was cheaper than
the Caradian production, and the members were
compelled to buy it in self protection against

competition from points on the Northern Pacific
branch lines where American lumber was handled
almost exclusively., The members were almost
unanimous in agreecing that as things were it
was impossible to live up to the rules of the
Association.

Mr. Cameron said that the honorary members
had agreed, at a meeting some time ago, on a
tariff of prices, If it were necessary to revise
this price list, they were prepared to do so, but
so long as they had a published price list, any
American competitor could come in and offer
lumber at fifty cents or one dollar a thousand
cheaper.

Mt. Beecher said that his company were
willing to meet the competition from the south
by adjusting prices, but the by-laws would bave
to be carried out by the active members. The
discussion continued for several hours without
practical results, and finally it was agreed that
the directors of the Association should meet the
honorary members the following morning and
endeavor to come to some arrangement.

On the following evening the meeting was
resumed to hear the report of the directors as to
the result of their conference with the honorary
members. The chairman announced that
nothing definite had been done except that an
agreement was reached that the honorary and
active members would support each other in
carrying out the objects of the Association. It
was arranged that the directors and honorary
membars should hold a meeting at an carly date
to arrange a new price list.  When this is done,
the result will be made known to all the active
membars, and the revised price list will be sent
to them.

Further discussion on the subject was opened
by Mr. T. G. Robinson, of Winnipeg, who
maintained that the ouly way to solve the diffi-
culty was for the honorary members to control
the supply of all kinds of lumber. He argued
that at competitive points such as Winnipeg it
was impossible to keep out a certain amount of
American lumber. He confessed to selling one
million feet ot American lumber for one building
last year. This he was able to supply at aless
cost than he could have supplied Canadian
lumber.

Mr. Cameron contended that in reality the
American lumber was no cheaper than the
Canadian, as in the case of the former the thick-
nesses were less than in the latter. He asserted
that lumber thai was sold as two inch stuff was
cut in United States about an inch and three-
quarters, and therefore Canadian lumber cut the
full two inches, at $16 a thousand, was just as
cheap as American lumber cut an inch and three-
quarters, at S14 a thousand. He said thatif the
Canadian retailers 'vere satisfied with 13{ inch
lumber for 2 inch, they were prepared to cut it
that way and give them the proportionate
reduction in price, but he had tound that the
retailers always demanded the full thickness.
The meeting adjourned to attend the Hoo-Hoo
banquet.

In the evening the lumbermen attended a
grand Hoo-Hoo initiation and banquet. The
tollowing lumbermen were initiated into the
mysteries of the Hoo-Hoo order: ]J. S. Loec-
head, Deloraine; W. A, Morkill, Decminion
City ; W. Armstrong, Portage Ia Prairie ; E. E.
Greenshaw, Shoal Lake; J. I.. Campbell, Melita;
J. E. Campbell, Carman; W. R. Stevens, Cy-
press River ; W. Robinson, Rat Portage; A. ].
Hughes, Souris ; S. Caswell, Rathwell ; C. W.
Plummer, Boissevain; J. W. McCutcheon,
Glenboro ; W. Cranston, Clearwater.

The banquet was held in Rose's dining parlors,
Livingstone block, and was attended by a large
number of representative lumbermen from all
parts of the province. The dining hall was
prettily decorated, and an elaborate menu had
been provided. The chair was occupied by vice-
gerent J. C. Graham. A number of able
speeches, intersperscd with witticisms, entei-
tained the assembly until after midnight, when
the jolly lumbermen and their friends dispersed.



