
I CotVENTlON 0F WESTERN RETAIL
LUMBERMIEN.

'tmîanima convenltion ofl tlîcXVsterni
Rail l.urnberienf's Associationi was helci iii

(ltnnipcg 011 Ferar tI, at whlich flîcre wvas
illrge andI rerres-eltative, attendance of' both
.1tiveantI lionorary memnbers. The president,

'ar.Jame B. athers, of Glenboro, wvas absent
tgîr o Briis Cou ba, therefore the chair

J~stakien by Uie vice-presidIClt, Mr. Henry

Bjrnes, ofl %Vinîuipeg. After the reading and
. optIon of the mnutes of' the last me.eting,

-l4e president's addi'ess 'vas rend, as follows

ÎGExrLE-NIii :--l aflot. ..c uullil pieaSusc to, Nelcollie
mmtill iiCtbet!tS 1 tigi mir cigiti atital incetiiîg. i

10be g colugratulate you upol ic eucccss;ftii aîîd
* Kprous y-e.-rjti.t close(i il% ail branîches of bsns

ara bpeciati) lly i tige luitilier trade. Our province aiîd ad.
a îtg territor) lia% beiî blessed villia botiiiful liarvesi,

Ch: as elîabled Ille public ini gengerai go seule tiliir
&biiies as lirottiily.as iisiial, thosi placisig g rade on a

ý1mn axtd stbstaliIicd basis. Tbere appears in bc a favor-

t& ras k')cl for a gond iirnîirationi to our land itext
o, tnincit %%Ill crlitinly hiave a beiîeiri:î influence on

L ~directorý, as retqueted ai the iast antai îîîecting,
ple"d intotlite nater of lire insurance, alson a ilegrapiiie

~d.vcttr secregary coniiliicatccl %viil (lie sccreldiy-
ofthe Nortilîesicrsi Ltisiiberiiien*s Association cf M<inliî-
,pjlîs, anid tran tiîfariatioîî received your cirectors;

îcclned II nUl tltsi go atteint fortitîg a fire iitîsur-

Inc-e contrit>ii il lige proscrit tinte. a% our niemiberliip k
vot large enotîlit te cisure its silcCss, li coîîsiderable
5éxpcase sçouid b.' iiicurred iii procuring a charter, ec.

1 Two tclegrztitlttc code% %vere Ipurcli.ised, and afier look.
Irg ino lte ilnaiter <e '.aille ta UIl concluision titathe
F~uld bc seldani uscJ,and waould, ;n ail pba ilad go

~~on1usîo-I -n i,îîea hyare compiicec, tIiere

)nora différent grades, sizes andilengalh of luiniber,
cd leiv nanuifacitirrs lise tuieN.aine ternis.

Io Ccwjîl Xprcss ou[ tlialiks Illeî Rat Pourtage
lumber Co. anti otier lionorary niemibers wvlio No kindiy
tenienained us laNisi sulîter, by a itîniber excîirsioi lirouigi

.1tc picturcs -se 1-aae of' tie Woods anîd lip Rainy riv'er to
'Fort Fnînci-s wlîicil was one oif hIe niosi etîjoyable ex-
lobiîons on record, and vvas dtgly apprcîatcd by ;til .%lie

~iire blego îieîd.Our tliatnksare aiso due 1lie officiais
lt e tLanact,.iît 1'.%Lti< Raiiway Conîpainy, wltu 50 gei

erousl> grauîîcd frce transportation te ail nîcîîtibcr%

jWc regret ver>' niticli tlle rernoval, by deathi, of iree tif
our esteemed brotitcr mietibers, Mr. Gibbard, of Wapu,ticlt
Iîr. WVyait, of N îriln, anîd MIN. Niciol, or Iloissevaitn. dur-

tng the igaNt > .tF

At or last asital meceting our nmenibcrsip sîood at
j4: during Ille ear foutr lionorarY and .4 activc iitenibers
xere accpied by yotir directors ani sccrclary, 2 z. hve
x-îthdratn or %sUd out to oiterN %vlio bclong niio iii titcir

isiead, leas:tîg out niieicî-iîp at tjîe pres;ent tinte 29
arger thaît lasi y'ear. Tisis is, igîdccd, gratifying, as at-

increase for 15<17 sas otily Ctir over Ilte ycar previous.
Duting the y-car a great niany applicationîs svcre refiascd,
as ilicy itere frouît points wlierc tliere arc stiflicicut yards
ta suppiy lte trade, and in fact in inany cases oîîe nieînber
irisait these Iîî,iiît% ssould bc an iniprovenient iitiead of
one extra. If all thcsc applicants %verc able to g<-î stock
the comptiioî would bc s0 grent and t business of
cach se miiie, thtat it wvould have a ver deprcssiîîg in-
8Blence on tite fiîtatcial abulily of a great niany, iviticit
v6ould soon rest in failure, and aur liîoîorary nienibers
%rouid eîcntu.tll> have te, sitouider a large portion, of Ile
losseî.

ilefore ciosing, 1 vvishi ta thîank my fellow ofl'tccrs for
tlletr very able nss'tstancc antd f.aitllfuil %vork pcrforined
during te lpa-t vear. Ail maîters brouglit before liteni
recen-ed itgeir tulost carcfutl attention and cotîsidera-
lion.

%e -ire gl -.1., . sec so niani nicmbers prescrnt nt tlîii
meeting. A icaesani and pitrlita-ble ficature of titis con.
venttioni i% liebrisiging togettierofaiember,., active and
honorary, reslcutulg aid acquaintances and fornting siew
me'ns, and le.ttttlg te Cree and full discuission oinait matters

relating te îtg grade.

i{E£ CANAIJA 14UM]BmnmRlA

Maîuy stibjects., ito doubtt, vviti conîte til ai
tîhcitI imilWtI mcciel 3 )Oll iltuit carefîti t

Volirs trttiv,
J,%. iB. àM.sTlîîEts

M~ir. Byriies addcd to thic address .
concerniitg the statuis of' te trade. 1
the past ye;îr Iîad been an exceedingly

one ; and tic prospects for the commn
excellent.

Mr. jolin Dick, secretary-trensurer
the financial statement, wvhich showî
ceipts Of' S2,618, Of whîicl $784 w~ast
wvard front the previaus ycar, the reina
magie ip eof fées and dues collectcd
year. The disburserneiits vvere $,
a balance Of $729 te the credit ef ti
lion.

After reports of regular conimittees,
oi officers %vas proceeded uithl, the r

asiollows
Presiclent H. I3yrnes, WVinnripeg.
Vice-president -R. H. O'Hara, 13r
Directors-A. M. Stewart, of' Mer

Hughes, or Souîris; Win. Armstrong
la Prairie ; G. M. Miller, of Vird
Cuddy, eof Minnedosa ; D. Sprague, o

An animiated discussion wvas startet
E. Spragîîe, of WVinnipeg, wvio decla
rules eof the Association were not bei
to by saine of the mnenibers, nnd ex~
opinion thiat if this condition of' tiiin'
the Association rnighit as w'ell be dissi
specifie charge was that over thirty
of lumiber had been purchased t'rom

Prtet ticci WVestern Retail Lurnbermen- A

tirers in the United States. This wva
vention ot' the by-lavs ; clause -
lionorary miembers arc net te self st
men net active menibers of thc Assoc
clause 3:! sa>'s that active members
f'rom lienotrary members only. It v
that te fornmer clause %vas strictlyi
wvhile tîte latter wvas not. Mr. D.
et' the Rat Portage Lumber Compan
C. 'M. Beachier, cf the British Colu
Timber and Trading Company, said
retailers did net refrain in the futuîre
îîîg the by-laws et' the Association
withdravv front lîonorary member
pointed eut that the Canadian m~
wvere able te supply the demand, aud
ne reason for buying Anierican lumb
gestion wvas nmade by eue cf the m
some changes be made in the by-la
tîîcm more wvorkabIe.

Severn] retail dealers speke iii def(
position. Ail contess.ed te have purci
can lunîber, some giving as tîteir
ilîey must have some dry lumber, ar
could net get it from the Cinadi
turers. The chiet' reascut for buyin
lumber scemed te bc tinat it. was c
the Caradian production, and the m
compelled te buy it in selt' protec

tItis tîîcetitig, cotnpetition froni peints on the Nertherîi Pacifie
oitideaiit.brandh igies %vhere Amierican lumiber w~as liandled,
l'esdtî. almnost excltîsively. Thîe miemibers %vere aliiost

t fe, %vrd t nan .imous iii agrceing that ais thiîîgs %vere it
i fe wods vas impossible te live up tei the rules eof the

i-l said tiîat A\ssociat ion.
presperous Mr. Cameron said that thec honorary miembers
g year vvcre liad agrecd, at a meeting sonie time age, on a

tarif et' prices. If it were necessary te revise
presented this price list, they wvere preparcd te do se, but

ed total re- se long as diey had a published price list, any
c"rried for- American comipetîtor coufld ceule in and offer
inder being luniber nt fifty cents or eue dollar a thousand
during tlic clicaper.
~89, lcaving Mi. i3eccher said that his comipany we'rc
le Associa- willing te meet the compctitiotî frent the seuth

by adjusting prices, but the hy-lawvs wvould have
tg clectien te' be carricd out by thc active mienibers. T'he

esuit being discussion centiuted fer severaf 1-oît'ss ivithoît
practical resuits, and finally it wvas agrced that
file directors et' the Association should nieet the

andon. heonorary mienibers the folleoving rnorniîtg and
'den ; A. J. endeavor te cerne te sente arranîgement.
, of Portage On the following evcning the meectitng was
en ; T. A. restrned te hecar the report et' tic directors as te,
f Winnipeg. the resttlt of their conference %vilfi tîte honorary
d by Mr. D. niembers. T'he chairman atiiîeunccd titat
red that the neîiîing dermnite lîad beeti done cxcept tîtat an
ng adlîered agemn vsrale httelocayad

prebedtheactive niemabers %votild support eachi other ini
svd coThted carryîîtg eut the cbjects eof the Association. It

oived Thewas arranged that the directors and honorary
million feet members silould liold a meeting at anl gcarly date

imanufact- te arranige a ttew price list. XVlicn titis is donc,
- the restilt %viil be made knoii te ail the active

menib-rs, and tîte revised price Iist wvill be sent
wo tîeni.

* Further discussion on the subject wvas epened
- by Mr. T. G. Robinsont, et' Winnipeg, wilo
* maintaiîted that the ouîly wvay te solve flic difU-.

ctîlty %vas for tîte lionorary mlembers te control
* fli suppîy eft' Il icindN of lumiber. 1-le argued

* tîat t conipetitîve peints suds as- Winnipeg it
wvas impossible te keep eut a certain amount et'

* Anterican lumiber. Ile confesscd te selling oee
million fedet ofttîcrican luiber for one building
Iast year. Tii lie wvas able to supply at a less

I cest tItan he could have supplicd Canadian
- luniber.
~ 'f &Nlr. Caîmeren centended that ini reality the
- Amierican Itîniber wvas uîo chcaper than the
D Canadian, as iii tîte case et' the former the tiîick-

nesses îverc less titan in the latter. Ile asscrted
tîtat luntber thaý wvas sold as two, inch stuff wvas
cut in United States about an inch and thîree-

* quarters, and therefore Canadian lumiber cut the
full twe inches, at $16 a thousand, was just as

sociaisrt chcap as Anicrican Itumber cut an inch and three-
quarters, at S14 a thousand. 1lc said tîtat if tlue

s in centra- Canadian retailers 'vere satisfied %vith l/ 1 inch
tating that lumber for 2 inch, they wcere prcpared te, cuit it

ock te any that vvay and -ive them tue preportionate
iation, whle reductien in price, but lie lîad teund that the
are te buy retailers always demandcd tîte full, thickness.
vas clainied The meeting adjourîîed ta attend tise eoo-Ueoo
carried eut, banquet.

Cameron, Iu the evcning tile Itîmbermien attended a
îy, atnd Mr. grantd HDo-Hoe initiation and banquet. The
nibia Milîs, lolletving lumbermeit %verc initiated into the
titat if the mysteries et' tIse Hoo-.Hoo order :J. S. Loc-
front break- hcad, Deloraine ; W. A. Morkill, Dominion
they %vould City ; W. Arnmstrong, P>ortage la Prairie ; E. E.
ship. They Greenshaw, Shoal Lake; J. I.- Campbell, Melita;
anufactuirers J. E. Campbell, Carmait; WV. R. Stevens, Cy-

there wvas press River ; W. Robinson, Rat Portage; A. J.
ter. A stîg- Hughes, Souris ; S. Castvell, Rathîveii; c. w.
tembers tliat Plumimer, Boissevain ; J. WV. McCutclieon,
tws te make Glenboro ; W. Cranston, Cieartvatcr.

The banquet wvas lteld in Rose's diiîing parlers,
ncc of their Livingstone block, and wvas attended by a large

iascd Ameri- number et' reprcsentativc lunibermen frein ail
reason that parts et' the province. The dining bail wvas
id tîtat they prettily dccorated, and an claborzîte menu Iîad
an manut'ac- been provided. Tue chair wvas eccupied by vice-
g American gerent J. C. Grahiam. A nîîmbcr et' able
heaper than speeches, interspersed witli witticisms, entes-
embers werc taincd the assembly until aCter midnight, wîien
tien against the jolly lumbermen and thleir t'riends dispersed.


