JUVENILE ENTERTAINEX

devout Pualmist was mest filled with humility
and adoration, while gazing, on sach & night as
this. at the heavens, spread out as 8 curlain
sbove him. Butthat God Aas been mindful of us
a:d that there did ¢ arise & star out of Jacob,’
sven * tha bright and marning star,’ without whom
we should all be as * wandering stars,’ reserved
to biackness of durkness forever »

* But who is that one yeu think on with love,
when you look on the moon and stars?”’ said the
aow thoughtful Augusta.

¢ Who but He that made that moon and those
stars?’

¢ And what has taught you to love ather ob-
jects than those we unce Loth loved?”?

« I have told you how much my love of fiction
stood tn the way of my progress in study. My
tutor, saw this, and tock unwearied pains to draw
off my mind, and interest me in Astronomy. He
was guccessful, and oh! how much I owe him.
But he did not stop here. He taught me to
look through nature, up to naturc’s Gog, and
from the heavens that shall one day fles away,
to him that made them, and to that heaven which
shall be the home of the just ferever. Ofien,
when I have heard him descrile the glories of
that upper world, where God ever dwells, the
centre of his unbounded univerae, have § thought
I should arpire to no higher place there, than
to be a living, conscious atar, in his crown of
eternal rejoscing.”

t And will you not teach me Astronomy while
you remain at home,” suid Avgusta, after a

pause.
it Most gladly, and
* Theace bigher soaring,
We'll raise our solemn thoughts to him,
The mighty founder of this wondrous mazs,
The great Creator.' **

——oloe—
A FABLE.

An idle weed that ueed to craw!
Unsesn behind the garden wall,

(1ts most becoming station)
At last—refresh'd by sun and showers,
Which nourished weeds, as weall 23 Sowers:~—
Amused its solitcry hours

With thoughts of elevation.

Those thoughts increasing day by day,

1t shot forth many an upward spray,
And many a tendril band;

Rut azit could noat climb alone,

1t uttered oft & lazy groan

Te gmoes and morter, stick and-stens,
‘To lend a helping band.

At length, by friendly arms sustaiced,
Th® aspiring vegetable gained

The object of its labeurs;
That which had cost her many a sigh,
Aad nothing less would satisfy—
Which was not only being kigh,

But Aigher than her neighboura.

And now this weed, though weak dnd speat
With climbiug up the steep ascent,
. Admired Lar figure tall;
And thea, (for vanity ne’er ends
With that which it at first inteads)

B?u te laugh at these poor
'hat belped her up thop::ll.

Bot by snd by, the lady spied
The garden oa the othor’:idcs
And fallen was her crest
Te s0e, in pest array balow,
A bed of all the Bowers that blow,
Lily and rese,—a goodly show,
fairest eclours dreat.

Recovering from her first surprise,
Bhe soon began to criticies,—
¢ A daimy sight indeed !

1'd be the meanest thing that blows,
Rather than that atfected rose,
80 much perfume offends my uose,”

Exclaimed the vulgar weed.

«* Wall, "tis enough to make one chilly,
To see that pale, consumptive lily
Among theso pairted folks.
Muse Tulip, too, looks wond'rous odd,
She a gaping like a dym* cod;
What a quear stick 13 golden-rod !
Aud how the violet pokes !

+ Not for the gayest tint that lingers
On honey-suckle’s rosy fingers,

Would § with her exchange;
For this, at lesst, is very clear,
Since thoy are thece. and | amn here,
1 occupy  lngher sphere—

Enjoy a wilder range.’’

Alas! poor envious weed'—{ur lo,

That instant came the gardence’s hos,
And lopped lier from her sphere;

But none lamented when she fell;

No passing Zaphyr sighed, ** farewell;"

No friendly Bee would hum her knell;
No fairy dropt a tear.

While those sueet flawers, of genuine worth,
Inclining towards the mnudest carth,
Adorn the vale below :
Content to hide in sylvan dell-,
Their tosy buds aand purple bells,
Tho® scarce a pismig Zephyr rells
The secret where they grow.
THE MORAL.
¢ Let no man thak mare highly of himself
than he ought to think > What a vast altera.
tion would take place 1n snciety if this reasonable
tule were to be attended to!
to fall into hig proper place in relfestimation,
(as he must eventually don the estimation of
others,) how many nustakes,~-haw mnuch morufi-
cation would be prevemzd! Forit 1sn every
sense true, that ¢ he that exalteth himsell shall
be abased.” They who value themselves on
any account too highly, will certainly receive
that mortifying request from one and snother,—
« friend, go down lower.””  How wise then, how
secure are they, who voluntary take the lowest
room:—
« Hethat is down need fear no {ll.”

But it requires years and experience to know
ourselves: hence it s, that self concest 13 tive fuult
of youth; while we look for true modesty among

Il every one wete!
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reverse. I we saf but one step tawards eaur
own exalation, we shall ascuredly have (o
take two or three downwards for our paine. Y'e
deserve esteem is in our power, but if we cleim
:}‘ ';o cease tu deserve, and ehall cortainly for-
it it.

Young people atthe peried when they are
acquring knowledge, are very lihle to self-
cunceit; and thus, by their own folly defeat the
great purpose of instruction; which is, not to
make them vain, but wise. They arejaptto fur-
get that knowledge 18 not for show, but fer use:
and that the desire to exhibit what they know,
is invariably a proof of their acquirements being
supeificial.

Besides, like] most other faults, self-coneait
is no solitacy failing, but ever brings many
more nitewrain  ‘They who are very desirous te
shine themselves, are always envicus of the
attainments of others; and like the weed in our
fable, will be ingenous 1n discovering defects in
thuse who are more accomplished than them.
selves. The van have no rest uniess they
are uppermost, and more conspicuous than
all around them*  The most interesting pursuits
cannot render retirement agrecable: concealment
to them is wrelchedness.

There i3 no generous sentiment, no amiable
disposition, no warm affection, but is chilled and
blighted by the secret influence of self-conceit:
and perhaps, there are none who more frequent-
ly or more effectually transgress the apint of that
great comz 1dment of the law—¢ tn love eur
neighbour as ourselves,’” than ths vain. How
many are there, who, while they would tremble
at the idea of defrauding s companion of any part
of her property, will not scruple to use a thou-
sand httle artifices to rival and supplant her in
the opinton of nthers; thus endeavouring to rob
her of that which she probably values much
more,

There arethree things which those who are
consciour of a tendency to seif-conceit would do
well to remember:—

Frst, That this fault is always most spparent
in persons of mean minds, and superficiel se-
quirements: a conceited person may, indeed, be
clerer, but never can become great.

Secondly, That however they may suppose
this weakness to be concesled within their owa
bosome, there is no fault that is really so con-
spicuous, or that it 1s mote wmpossidie 1o hide
from the myes of others.

the wise, the learned and tha venerable,

How nich better would it be to learn our
own insigniticance by “observation and reflection)
then to have it discovered to us by our friends
and neighbours. Yet it often requires very broad,
bints from those around us, before we even begin
to suspect that we had rated ourselves too highly;
and sometimes evean this will not do: rather thau |
suppose themszlves mistaken, some will itmagine
all the world to be so; and conclude that their
merits are overiooked. But this is a kind of in-
justice that very rarely takes place in society:
and even if, owing to accidental circumstances,
it should in any instance be the cause that we are
thought of more meanly than we deserve, let it
sver be remembered, that nothing can be dore
on our partsto redress the grievance. In most
things, indeed, the more we can help ourselves
the better; and he that would bave his business
done must do it himself; but here, it is just the

'
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Thirdly, That it is highly offensive in the
sight of God; and wholly inimical to m oral and
religious improvement. .

Now, is there any gaudy weed who would fain
become a sterling flower? Let such ba assured
that this wish, if prompted by right motives, and
followed up by sincere endeavours, will not be
in vain. But let 1t be remembered, thet such &
be effected by merely adopt-
affecting the attitudes of one,
Thia would be but te hecome an axtificial flowor
at best; without the grace and fragrance of na-
ture. Ba not, then, satusfied with imifetion,which,
afier all, is more laborjous aud difficult than aim-
ing at raalitys. Be what yov would seem to Le;
this is the shortest, and the oaly_succeufu! way.
Above all, be clothed with humility; and have
the ornament of a meek ang lowly spirit,”— for of
such flowers it may truly be said, that, “Snlomog
w0 sll his glory was not arrayed like one ofthese.

.~



