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PROPOSED .4M(EfDMEN2'S TO THE BEAC1TION LA'W.

"W. muet not mike a ecaetow of the law,
Setting it up to. fear the. birds, of prey,
And let it keep one shape, tili custom inake it
Their perch and flot their terroi,."

-Meosure for M&urs.

The existing iaw for the suppression of eorrupt practices
at federal élections requires considerable alteration ini order to
miake it efete'. M, Charlton brought £orward a bil in the
Hloue of Commons two years ago oontaining provisions enlarg-
Ing the seope of the present law and subsequently a apet3iaI
Comniittee of the flouse ws appointed to censider the whcle
subjeet. The Committee was in lavor of adopting soe of the~
provisions of the proposed measure, but owing te thie grest
volume of other business bef ore parliainent no furtiier progss
was made towards amending the. law.

ThIe amendments proposecd were commendable in declarizig
as corrupt practicea certain improper actions which were not,
covered by the present statute, but the moat serions defect ini
the preserit law is left untouched by any of them.

In the. opinion of the present writer the. main cause for thq
unsatinfactory operation of the Controvertedl Electiona Act
is that enforement of its leading proviai.ops fa largely in the
handa of parties who niay b. Pzd often are as gmilty as those
againat whom proceedings are instituted. The statut. as man-
ipulated by the ageuts of petîtioners and respondenta conceals
rather than reveals the crimes it wap tramed te puisih. A
vigorous and uncomprolnisiflg enforcement of the la,%, cannot
b. secured when one whoee duty it il te prosecute and fuinish
evidenoe is in pari dA~iceo and.likeIy to be, embarraaed by
ceunter-proceedings. The. natural ecnhequence ie tuat ooon sIter
election petitiens are flled by each party there are the usual clip-
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