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7 has been'n considérable’ business doing during
the.‘monthy; principally. at auction, ind. as the

been materially checked, although -the deliv-
eries from the Docks show a fall off as compared
with! the same monti last year.
further given way in some articles where large
quantitics have been pressed for sale without

reserve. - In  Quebec. Yellow Pine Timber the

demand is limited and stock more than sufli-
cient. Of Quebee Ouk Timber, the stock is large
and shows no reduction. * Nu sales of import-
"ance have been made during. the mwonth, . Of
Quebee Eim - Timber, no sales.. Some sales of
Quebee Ash Timber at auction *.without re-
serve ? have resulted very adversely -for the
" importers, prices obtained being scurcely above
freight and charges.  Of Quebec aud  Lower
Port Bireh Timber, the stock -heavy; and almost
the onl‘?’ sales are those at ruction ¢ without
reserve,” which have been at very low rates. In
Pine Deals, a moderate trade’ has been done
during the month, and the quantity pressed for
unreserved sale not being large, a belter feeling
is evident. . For Spruce %enls, there has been a
fair ' demand, and sales of 1st and 3rd quality

St. Lawrence have be n made at late prices;

2nd quelity are: not so much in'demand.

Oius.—In this line there js searcely anything .

doing. - We have heard of some sales of Lin-
seed ol at low figures, but the exact price did
not_ -transpire..  Neval - Stores are dull and

nominal. . Painfs, in pretty fair demand for-

the season, with prices slightly easier.

L Provissons.—Butter—There. is & continued
good ‘demand - for, strictly’ finest qualities,

2 which, owing ' to searcity, command very full
yrices. “Good useful grades arve selling rather
slowly, but, in view of the scarcity of finest, are
beld with confidence ; medivim grades, however,
of which the great bulk of the stock cousists;
are abundant and: very dullyand: prices rule
wealk and uncertain. - Latest cables advices
report o brisk enquiry for finest lots at 11055,
to' 108s.; ‘but fur. other:sorts the demand is
small.,  The N Y. Bulletin: of Wednesday

“says: The-selling interest may. clain.most: ot

o the o current: advantage, - and the. tone of - the
" market ranges from steady to strong. . The re-
ports from the interior still adhere .to the story:
of alimiied, ‘and, ju some  cascs, exhausted

. sapply, and: thisinfuses 'confidence .among
. holdeys, espeeially. as the demand for anything
suited to local retail. consumption, or to satisfy

the wants of neighboring dependant markets,

i continues under fuir activity, and is taking out
the 'most . ntteactive parcels, with’ what. now
appears Lo be a degree of vapidity,  Carefully

" Iworked fresh western is quite suleable, and the
“favorite marks will still” exceed regular guota-
tions' on_ a jobhing distribution.; Choice rolls

are - also ~wanted, and at exireme rates - Me-

~dinm western and-low grade State are doubtfal,
but owners do not appear to care about shading
prices 'to’ any -extent.’ The export deniand is
moderate still; and shows caution, but:we hear

wenther continues open  consumption .has not -

Prices have

of -some; few calls, and a sale of ‘'old.wwestern at .

~.-123¢. is reported; | Cheese.—Nothing doing for
" export, only trausactions are for home trade, nt,
134¢. ‘to 144c. perilb.. . Stocks sninll, Pubiic

' cable” quotations .70s. .. The N.! ¥, Bulletin
of Wednesday snys:  Stocks' aré held with
a - show ‘of : firmness that would: seem to

. “among .owners, ‘and - few" really desirable
parcels can’: be reaclied : except-apon a level
“ofgood,” full"cost.. - Indeed, the’ tone of the
~_market generally is firm, and our  quotations
are” well > snpperted by ;currsnt ‘sales, | while
-+ strieily : fancy: white would bring. even’ more.
«The, low and medium: grades - show’ relatively
the grentest strength, ‘as the best pareels have

1 nbeen ‘pretty much all bought up by shippers,
and it i3 now difficult 1o’ find anything really

- " attfactive., The domestic’ call about as usual,
. and nt good, fair rates, with some of ‘the better

i gelections. of “western = reaching. 2 < good - full
T figare, T ST NI F
"V Topatgos,—~A- slight ‘improvement is ito be
“noticed, jobbers  buying-on: expectation of -ad-
vance.: ;
- remain ast quoted  last’ week;: Cut” tobacco

indicnite’ ‘detérmination, "if - wot: . confidence,

duty.. Vrices are. unchanged, and:

‘in this department.

. shonldbo tronted aceordingly.
snoat know they an

- suceeed at least {o a moderate extent.

‘mencing business,. and -
‘be.werely local, “The fuct that almost everyman

‘1o extend credit to chronic iusolvents,

manufactarers’ ‘have again hopes - that the
Minister of Finance may. remember: them this
yeurs From one half to- o million dollars
anaually.is lost ta. the .revenue by their not
collecting "the: duty’ o Lower Canada grown
tobaceo.  Cigarsare without chiange. Low and
medium grades are in fair demod, while better
brands are neglected. | S

Wnotisang Grocrry Manker~—0nly a made~
rate business. to report locally, with indispo-
sition to_press sales. :Western trade is, on lhe
whole, in a moderately nctive state. = Sugars,
—Market is. firm. . Shipments:from Cuba’ have
been delayed by the weather, and U. 8. ho](}ers
ave stiff. Louisinna shoit erop-also has its effect.
Yellows here are 7 to 8ic.: :Granulated is 93 to
93¢, Jeus—A tight business to report, witl
the vange of prices: nimost - without change.
Jupans from 23c. to 30¢. continue most in.-re-
quest. CUaffees.~—Some’ improvements in chief
markets at late dates, . With us trade is small,
and about as before as toprices.  Rice.—Stock
moderate, $4 40 to $4.60. Spices, Fruils, and.
Chemicals—Truits and: Spices present nothing
worthy of mention as-to business or change of
figures. .

Wixks axp Seirars.~ The. good vintage of
last year has had the efloct of reducing leading
brandies, to arrive, ahoul. 20c. -per gallon, and
other qualities- abonut lte. to  15¢. - There is no
change in prices of. present stocks, and not
likely to be, ns there is not an over sunpply on
hand, and the quality is_good. . The efforts to
force comparatively ‘upknown brands on the
market is not meeting with much success. The
rose by any other name does not smell assweet
The reputation gained by
persistent advertising in one way or another i3

worth more thuan n thousand-fold what it costs.

Carsley's Column,

I’E ARD TTMES. | ‘

Hard.times or depression in trade lins been com-

- plalued of for the st “twenty-five years, but how:

long befare we don’t know; pood times are never
appreciated antil (they.are’ goue: business men are

always talking about tho goud times of a few yvenrs -

ago; thur talked so a few. years ngo, they talk so
uow, and most - likely will {nlk just the same  few

years heuce. Itis strange that our-business . men

.cnunot (or rather will not) see that they alone are to

blame. The.remedy.is simple; but, evidently, the
dQifficulty is’thatfew. know how to apply it. - The
rules of business are as:plain as A'B C. A main
business should know every day.whether he has
made orlost. . e knows- his daily expenses, also
what profit he takes, and amouunt of -business ‘done.
For o person to continue in business ‘for any cousi-
derable tima when hie is-losing his ereditors' money,
is,in our opinion, actingithe part of & criminal, and
- To sty that men do

asing 13 41l nonsense, . As far as
the retail dry goods businessis concerned, none need
{ail to pay one bundred: cents in’the dollar, as it
requires neither -extraordinivy skill nor. more "than
ordinary application to:business to enable 2 man to
Certainly

every insolvent dry goods maw, cither wholesale or
retail, is the cause of his own fuilure. The real canse

- of so many failures in the Dominion is the individual |’
why

mismanagement . of business.. .. The  reason
business is so mismanagoediin Canads is not because
people will not conduct: their: busiy ina maner
1o be able to pny for the goods they. buy, hut be--
cause, a8 a rule, they really don't know f:ow yand
the reason why they " don't know hew is simply Le-
cange they lrave never Jeurned how. 1Two things will
have to bo done before Canadinn business men, as a
cluss, will bo successtul. - First—Dersons who get their

.- business into such u state a3 noto be able to pay

100 centsin the "dollar, . will have to be put back
behind the counter thr more exyerience, I\Ve con-:
tend that o man should have cititer the goods or.the
mouey. - Second—Youths must serve an- appreatice-’
ship of from three to fous vears, and-‘then at- least’
from: five to. ten -yeuars’’ experience. before' comt-.

at  experience should not

whofails once “in - Cnunda fails again in" a’very

< short time, and the secoud failure invariably  worse
ithan the first, proves the 'falseness of the popunlar

policy ndopted by Canndian wholesalers of continuing

e 3 Men amay
think it very sinavt to compromise witli their credis
tors, and clear from fen to. twenty thonsand dollars.

‘at n stroke, but they are Zame until every cont is paid

in full.. VYeople.speak ot legitimato” and honest

failurcs; houest failures ‘thers doubtless are; but we

don't know of - any - legitimate’ excuse for #_ man:

©without - compluint; ‘is attentive
“estimated worth about $60,000, and regurded worthy

. opinion most of them do,

~Inthe mntt"er:blfv

' Tenders tostute time wanted and name secor

failing to be in n position to: pay in full for his pur.
ehases il allowed o reasonable: time to do so, ~ Wy
know the knowing ones will reply by saying what is
the usa of spending money or time in learniug any
basiness wilen any person e get into business by

- wetting Mereantile Agencies to falsely rate thewm 1o

e worth Jarge: capitals when they arg not worth
a dotlar, and . rated ns honest whilst they may be
thieves. . ! ' .

NEW INSOLVENTS.

The following list of new insolvents for two weels
ending February 16th, 1878, shows how Mercantile
Agencies misreprasent their subseribers nut wenk or
ingolvent- firms, thus oftenr helping  waprineipiod
people to buy on credit, when therc'is no c¢haue: of
them paying for the goods:— .

‘A, of Toronto,

.: .o 82,000
N., of Kingston, . .o 10,000
AL, of Fenclon Falls, - .. 1,000
M., of Lindsay, . « 0 1,000
V., of Welland, . - 2,000
K., of Guelph, . .. 10,000
G., of Hamilton, . 2,000
L., of Ingersoll, .. . 2,000
N.; o Arnprior, <. 2,000

. Ry of Ottawa, i. . 2,000
1., of Joliette, B s 2,000
1’,, of Mountreal, ‘e < 1,000
G., of Quebec, .. . 2,000

. 1., of SL. Nicholas, . 5,0:)0
DL S, of Montreal, .. ... 150,000
L. & R., of Moutreal, .. o 20,000
W. & Co., of Moutreal, o o 19,000
., of Quebee, ¢ . .. 20,000
1.. & Co,, of Carillon, . o 1,000
R., of Chatham, . o - 1000
B., of Hamilton, . < 5,000
8., of Barrie, . »o 1,000

© A, of Ottawa, e .. 2,000
W & L., of Port ftope, . .o 2000
AL of Quebeg, . o 2,000
B., of Montreal, . 2000
G., of Moutreal, . “ ()
1..,.0f Montrea), .. .. 2,000
D., of Montreal, . v D000
M., of Montreal, . o 20000
L., of Moutreal, .. . - 5,000
H. & Co., of Montreal, . o 5,000

. W, of Montren), . o 2000
1L & P., of Moutreal, . oo 5,000
ALy of Montreal, .e . 2,000
1L, of Moutreal, . oo TH,000

1§364,000 .

The above ratings aro taken from "the
Ageney Book. . . SRR
A REPORT. :
The following report was only a few months ago
furnishied to a wholesaler, upon’which he was led to
givo the Old Respectable Merehant ¢ 2) erodit:
“ An ‘old respectable’ morchant; many years in
business; was formerly of Outario, who failed about
1862, le got over his diflicult es, and has<. since
steadily added to his means, and beavs the reputation
of a respectable pradent man; o pays engugoment
to. his < brsiness,

very Intest

of credit for ordinary requirements,’” P

- As usual the report proved. to be fulse. The O'd
Respeetable Merchant (ani- Ageney subseriber) tailed
very lutely, and, instead of . being - wortlh S064,000

. eapital, proves to huve been in<olvent for the list

three years, nnid his estate will not pay more than
about 8se on the dollur, - : ; '

© o The question is- now belng - asked -whether - all

Agencey subseribers pay for u false ratigIn our,
‘ L 8. CARSLEY.
398 an:t 395 Notre Dame Sirect.

- INSOLVENT ACT OF 1875,

" AND AMENDING ACTS, -

" ROBERT MITCHELL & GO, . .
NPT o : - Insolvents.i
‘Tenders will be received by the undersigned
until TUBSDAY, the 5th March next, for the
purchase of the entire Estateen bloc, including

. the Stock, Michinery, Tonls; &e., of the well-

established Gus and Stenmfitting, Plumbing and
Brass-founding Business, amounting to about

- $115,000, 'Inventory can be seen and full infor-

mation oblained at the office of the undersigned.
: L ity.
‘The  highest” or any Ténder- not nccessnri'l‘y
accepted, S T
‘ - EDWARD EVANS,
KR Lt Lialie R D Assignee,
Western Chammbers,. ) s T e
. 22 Sto:Joh Street 8 &
lontreal, 215t Feb., 1878 i




