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ill-expressed, if not entirely concealed. It is 
unfortunate. Mr. Kipling, whose manners 
are his own, has given as a toast: “Damn 
all neutrals.” The French are more polite. 
But when this war is over we may find that 
in twelve months we have lost friends of 
many years. That over all the world we have 
lost them.

That does not mean that for the help 
Americans have given France and her Allies, 
the Allies are ungrateful. That the French 
certainly are not ungrateful I was given as­
surance by no less an authority than the 
President of the republic. His assurance 
was conveyed to the American people in a 
message of thanks. It is also a message of 
good-will.

It recognizes and appreciates the sympathy 
shown to France in her present fight for lib­
erty and civilization by those Americans 
who remember that when we fought for our 
liberty France was not neutral, but sent us 
Lafayette and Rochambeau, ships and sol-
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