
DISCOVERIES OF DE FONTE.

as fait as that of the ocean. This is well known likewife to be

the cafe in the Baltic at fome feafons of the year; and Ellis

fays, in refpefl to the Chefterfield Inlet, that when the boats

firft faw it, they found the water fo frelh lo leagues within the

entrance, as to give them no hopes of a paffage, for which rea-

fon they neglefted fearching it any further, and it was not till

the year 1761 that it was found to extend upwards of 200 miles

to the weftward. The frefhnefs of the water here mufl; evidently

be from the great quantity of melted fnow which is brought

down by innumerable rivulets, the fame as in the Baltic, becaufe

the tide was found to flow to the very extremity of the inlet,

and further in the water is fait.
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Another obje£lion againfl; the authenticity of the narrative,

and which appears to have had confiderable weight, is, that the

tides which enter the rivers Haro and Los Reyes, flow only 22

or 24 feet, whereas the Rio Parmentire hrs fails in it meafuring

32 feet perpendicular, independent of the declivity which is ne-

ceflary to form a current, before it enters the Lake De rontc(n).

Could

(») Buffbn has made fome obfervations on this fubjcfl worth attending to, He fays, " the

celerity of running waters is not in cxadl proportion to the declivity of their channels. A
river with an uniform declivity, and double to that oF another, ought not, it would appear,

to run with more than a double celerity; but its celerity is much more quick, being fomc-

times triple, fomctimes quadruple, &c. The celerity depends more upon the quantity of

water, and the weight ot uie tuperior waters, than upon the degree of defcent. In diggint;

the lied of a river or diain, it is unneceifary to make the defcent uniform through its whole

extei.t. A quick motion is more cafily produced by making the declivity much greater at iho

fource than ..t the mouth, where, like the beds of natural rivers, it is a'mofl: imperccpiililc,

and yet they preferve their celerity, which is more or lefs, according to the quantity they
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