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Extract from the antwer of the Jtasaachuielln Senate to the (Jtvev--

Hor'a Sf> ech of \7th Januuri/, 1800
" ij'W*' sliall look wiili » still more i-uutioiia tye n|ioii cvirv iiino.

vatioii itttemptcd lo be- made U|>oii our iiationul «oiislitittiini. 'Ilic iti.

tcKi'itj, experiviice, and extensive iiit'oriualion dliitovLred by tlie illiu.

trioiiM uliaructer.s who Iruoied that valiiuble tiutrument and tlu- Moricb

ofimhlic [irospciity enjoyed under it,inlitle it to our iiigliest veneration;

its cxcellttiicc apiiuas witli still greater lustre, when coniiiured willi the
ephemeral constitutions of many nationH uliicli have flitlLd acroHH tlm

oye in rapid tuccessiun, anx then Runk into tot«l obliviou. We are not
iiisunsibli', tliut our tonn of government must be iinperleet, as was iho
iiMtiirc of its authors: but we recollccl, at the same time, that :

/' (mtf

f)rof)n^ctl alteration under the name of amendment it liable to the same
im[ii'rfcvtion.
" IJulievMin; therefore tliat ;"?' the /)rincit}lca of the constitution are

na tvoU adjusted ax human infirmity tviU permit, and that J_/" « small
iiiHitvation may essentially po'vert its oriq-inut t'lntlncy we shall exert
ourselves to preserve lim its ()r sent form, ex.epi in cases wlicre its

[operaliou shuU bu found extremely uuecjual and oppressive."

#>

I olFer (hcsp t;i-c:\t and solrmn tiutlia lo the ronsidciat ion of ull

who have au intfieui in the welf<ire of tlieir countiy.

I. vi lipparatim uftfie ^tat's cannot he effected ivithmit an
\im'nt"liate CIVIL, and an almost continual BOKDI'^-i
W\i{; and it must ineuiatahli/ place us at the mercy of
\Eii_:>;lanl^ and make tliis Country the sport of the European
Fotcers at all future times.

II. \« well mii^ht we expect to re-iiiiite, wilhoiit flaw,

|tlie tViimntMits of an elfijiiiit porcelain vase, shattered to

[pieces, as to restore the Union, il' dissolved hntiorone honr.

UI. A period of war, and invasion, and danger, is utterly

imlit for repairing or aniendinj^ a Constitution. Nothing
but convulsion ean arise out of the attempt.

IV. General Washin^^ton, in his last legacy, one of the
noblest eftorls of hinnan wisdom, impressively urged his

coiitilryinen to fiown indignantly upon any attemi»t to ini-

piiir or dissolve the Union
^ . To hostile European Powers, a dissolution would be

of iiuinense aitd incalculable advantage.
VI. It would he inexpressible folly and madtiess to reject

the policy dictated by Washington, and follow that which
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