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The Vreface.

VVc have ftore ofHiftorics of Animals of both thcfc waycsj

Forbelidcs the great and Magnificent Works which Arijiotle, ^iif*y-i

So/inns , and ^iian have compofed ofwhat they found in other Au-
thow^or which they leamt fiulu ihofe wha had 111adcfbn1cOb(crv2-'

tion»theiHielves v Wehave hkewifeibmepertietilaf Rdacions v^hiek

Travellers have written, ofAbundance ofAnimals which are found

oncly in the Countiies where they liavejbecn:. And thofcwh'o

havcma4dhe'3fcri|ption cf th/fejrerajf^ts of |hc Wofld , have

not forgoh^n Hilt pftheAnmialsWliich arfethere^ beibund. But
it may be (aid that there is npt fo||ind any certainty in thefc Hiftories,

nor in the(e Relations. Thofe who have writt the General Hiftory

ofAf^majfi, h|^ve ^oi^ht .to cinder it fuflliciently acceptable by the

great nuniber of things which they do relate, and by the diftribu-

tion which they do make of the A[n(9ials into their diflPerent Species;

with their reiemblances and difFerencA which are found in their parts

ofwh^Jithe va^us conlbrmatiqb, and all their Na^tural properties

arc rang(?dinibaiecoinmon Clajfix/ For it is in this that they have

chiefly imployed their dilligenceand induftry, the reft not belonging

to them, but to thoie who had nude the Defcription of the Animals

on the places, and whoie exafln^f^ and fidelitie could not be fufli-

cientlyknown to them ,to anfvver ifor them. So that the Materials^

ofwhich thefe Aui;hbrs liavb.compofed theirWorks, being for the

moft part defe&ive an d laydon fandy Foundations, it may oe truly

(aid that the :
great Struoure >vhich they have afterwards buife

thercon,,witKfo curious a Synuneitry, has no real^oUdity.
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- Therefore theCutiousand Learned, who had formerly ^lit little

valued the worke of Fetriw QiUtMST^ when he undertook to iiiet(io-

ai?^ what i^/w/r, had confufcdly^elated of Animals,,have been

much concxmcd at the lofs ofthe excellent Remarks which he after-

Wards made, in the Travels whjchfr^ww. I. Gaufed him to take

intoForreign Countries,. Forhe ^as a very Judicious and perfprca-

ciousMan j w1k> was inftru£^ed^ by reading ofall Authors that writt

6n this Sub;e^, and was purpofely fent by the King to make this'

Kearcb^and who applied himfelfe thereunto with a particular care;

which n\afdchin^ capable of obfervicg whatever was remarkable in

Animals.

vIkThe want of thefe QiiaIifications,in the generality of thofe

^ynich have made particular Relations and Memoir&s^ renders their

Labour inconHderable, and their Teftimony very fiifpitious : It
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