
interest, tl>c Hclj^iiior should be iiuli'mnifii'tl to the full amount nf what !.> justly Ayu- to him
;

that th('('cii«iifaire shouM \K\y an iuiu)uut ciiuivalout to what is due hy him ; tliat society

ou^fht to coutiihiitt' in j)roporti( i to the l)ouflits it would roceive, and the saiTiticc

it would itui)'»»(' : for a sacriH'*!' it is that society imposes on the Scii^nior in forcing

him to provi If aii.thcr means of Im rsfoient for Ids cnnital. aiul a like sicrKicc it impusei

0.1 tlio C'ensitaire in compclli!!;.^ him to redeem those casual dues which lie uuv,- [)ays

only iu virtue of an act of his own will.

V /->.y* '•^^\ r

II

It is expedient in the first ])!:ico to <rlve a hi^ory of tlic Seij^nioriiil Tenure, for the

pur[)osc of showiuf; the ohjeet and iuteut of its introduction into Canada, and to explain

the extent of the duties it imposes upon each mend)er of Society. It is tiol necessary to

investigate history lor the origin of the feudal law in 1 Europe ; it is ])lain that this institu-

tion was formed gradually out of the deeentrall/ation of (lo\ernnu'iit and justice,

carried to its farthest limits by pro'id ami warlike nations, jealous oftheir rights v.ith no

regular form of ( loverinnent, di\i(led among themselves as to oriirin ami interests, but ac-

customed to the ^ame life and the same habits, and compelled to unite on important

oceasl.ius for purposes of attack or defence.

Immediately alter t!ie discovery of Canada, tlic first care of the Kings of I'rance was

to endeavour to cflect the scttlenuMit of the Ceiuitry, vUh a view (u the (•(inversion and
cic!li:.(dinn of the liuVinns, and for the hciufit of the Kiiifs subjects. It is theriiore upon

an historiced falsehood that some of the S'J::niors base their assertion that the conce«sions

of lands throughout the extent of New IVatu-e, were only intended to bcnelit one class at

the expense of the other ; and their advocate's memory signnlly failed him when he assert-

ed that the Kings of l''ranco considered '• the people to be so abject, as not to merit any

consideration." History v.ill prove that during the entire progress of the work of trans-

Ibrmatlon which took place here, pc;rtlcuiarly between the tenth and twelfth centuries, the

struggle in France was maintained between the people and the King on the one hand and

the high vassals on the other.

However this may be, the nrianifest intention of the Kings of France is expressed in

all the letters and documents having reference to the Colony. "The entire history of

" early legislation in Canada," said Mr. Chauveau iu the last Session of Parliament, "is

nothing more than a scheme of colonization."

The powers and attriliutes granted by Henry IV, first of all to Messrs. de Tloberval,

dc !Monts, and subsequently to Guillaumc de Caen, not having produced the desired ef-

fect, Louis XIII, in 1027, constituted by Royal Charter the Compagnie des Cent Associes,

and revoked the jjowcrs granted to de Caen, giving to the Company the Country of Xew
Vrancc en toute prnprietc, justicc et Seigncurie and in the preamble to this charter, the

King explains the object of this grant in the following terms. "The ICing being

" possessed of the same desire as the deceased Henri le Grand, his father had, to seek

" out and discover in the Country of New France, a locality suitable for the establish-

" ment of a Colony, and by that means to lead the inhabitants to a knowledge of the

" true God, to civilize them and to derive from the said lands some advantageous com-

"mcrcc for the benefit of the King's subjects."

This Company of New France conceded Seigniories to different persons, always

keeping in view the manifest intention of colonization. " The wish to settle ad-

vantageously the Colony of New France, causing us to seek out those who would con-

tribute to that end their own influence and property, &c., (Concession by the Company

to the Eeverend Jesuit Fathers.)


