
THK CAUCASIAN FAMILY.

jaws projcctiiia;. and the cliiii small. In tiispositiou tlif noun) is jiiymis.

anil indoKnt ; while tlie many nalinns wliicli composo this race present a

diversity of intelleetnal eharaeter. oj' whieli the I'ar extreme is the liiwest

hninanity.

17. 'Vhr Ne^ro Family.

IS. The Callrarian Family.

I'». The Hottentot Family.

20. The Oceanie-Neuri) Faiiiiiy.

21. The Australian Family.

li. Tile AH'orian Familv.
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1. TIIK (ArcASIAN KAMII.V.

This family, the type of the Caucasian llaee. di rives its name from the

mountainous reiiion of Caueasus. intween the IJIaek Sea and the Caspian, a s])ot to

whieli iii^tory and tradition refer the primeval family of man. The siiontaneiui^

fertility of this tract has n luh red it the hive of many nations, which extendin;i

their miiiralioiis ill every direction, have peopled the finest jiortions of the eaitli.

and iiiv( n liirlii to it>- faire-^l inhaliitauls. On the pie<i iit occasion we propose to

notice the Caucasian family as consi-tinn' of three iiranclie^. the Canea>iaii |)rop( r.

the !*ersian, and the l'elas<;ic.

1. The ('iniciisiinin jiro/Kf are conlined to the valleys and mountains of

Caiica^u^. 'I'hey are exlremely iiiimeroiiN. and eniiiiace many primitive trihe^;

which diifer in lanunaije. yet p(K^(ss. in common, certain prominent |)liy>ical

character-. Independent of the-e aboriL'jnal nations, it is said that live i;real

immiiirations of foreigners form as many epochs in the hi-tory of this country.

These nation- are the Lesuhi. the (iha-a/.es. tiie Moni;ols. tiie Aralis. and the

'I'artars. The laimuaiies spoken an' -carcidy inferior in iiumher to the remnant-

of nations. "There are villages perfectly insulated, each of which is a conijilete

nation, whose laniiuau;e is not in the lea-t comprehended hy the people in the next

village to them, and is spokin iiowlu re (dse."* Hence the ohservation of Major

Rennel. that tliis remarkahle tract. Mliich forms an isthmus hetweeii the nation^

of the north and south, -eeiiis to have retained a specimen (d' each passincr tribe

from the dale of the earlie-t migration.

f

A few only of the most pnuninenl of the-e naliou-i will he noticed on the

present occasion.
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