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of piihlic indii^nation w.m raised ; no anthori-

1

tative docniaent emanated from the govern-

ment indicating, even indirectly and in the

luildc^t terms, their .sense oi the outrage which

had lieen committed l>y the oppres.sor and

tramitler of Knrope. Not a word even of

expostulation v.as iiroathcd by the great North
;

American rejiuMii-— .ndependent as it was of

Napoleon'.s irondiandi'd desi.oti.~in, and deeply

interested in I'rilish commerce; until the a:ni

,

of French violence fell heavily on the ships

of its own citizens ; and, even then,—allhougli

coniiM^ation fol!ow<'d on contiscation, and mil-

lions of IVancs a--cniing from thesciiucstratiiai

c»f American i)roperty envi'died tlic Frencli

t.'^nsury,—the tone adopted \iy the President

of the L'niled States towai'ds the French gov-

,

ci'iimerit, though |;etulant enougii, \»"as gentle
|

and plaintive and sujinlieator}-, compared v.ith

the stron;^ and angry language IVeqnenlly ad-

drc:-sed from \\'ashington to niiuister.'i and

'

p!eni[)Otontiarie.s of Gieat IJiitain.

Till- afi";iir nf iliu
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AVhil.st dissatisfaction I

was thus too evidently

increasing on the part of the <!ovcrnment and !

inhabitants of tlie rniled States, an inausjii-

cious enforcement of the right of search, by

II. M. .ship Leopard, against the .Vnierican

frigate, Chesapeake, contributed still further

to agitate the public mind.

As it v,,'is known that several Piriti.sh sea-

,

men had deserted from dillevent ships and

ves.sels of II. M. navy, whilst lying at anchor

in Ilampto'i Road.s, \'a., and that, after the

who],; bod.y of the dv'Sert''r.-i had open!)' pa-

raded the streets of Xorlbi'v, under the Ame-

rican Hag, and protected by the Magistrates

of the town, four of them, at least, had been

received on board tlie U. S. frigate Clicsa-

1

peake, Ailmiral iJerkelej', tlien in command of

the Nortii American station, issued instruc-

tions for (heir reqai.-i'-ion and removal,—the

deserters having Ijcm previously demanded, i

but without effect, In"- the Rrilish Con.snl at

Norfolk, as well as bj'' the Captains of the

ships from whi.li ili y hud deserted. About '

one month alter the issuing of these instruc-

tions,—ai'lerwar Is di.-avowed by the liritish
,

Government, as an improper extension of the

right of search to armed vessels,—Captain
'

Humphries, of 11. M. ship Leopard, 71 gmis,

0)1 the 2uad June, folloiVed the Chesapeake!

to sea, ofl' Cape Ilcnry, and in a few lioiira

came 11]) wilii her. On being hailed by tho

Leopard, and receiving an intimation that the

Captain of that ship desired to pend a message

on board the (.'hesapcakc, the conunander of

the latter vessel. Commodore Rarron, hove to
;

whereupon a letter was sent by ('aptain Hum-

phries, covc'ing an order fmrn Admiral

Rerkeley, in which the men known to have

been received into the Amuican. frigate, and

ailegrd to be ilescrters from the Me'ainpus,

were designated iiy name and claimed, Cora-

iiliance with tlie order was refu.sed by Com-

niodore IJarron, who replied by hiter to

Captain llmnphries, denying that he had tho

men, intimating his unwillingness to permit

the search, and adding th.at his crew could not

be nuistcrcd for examination by any other

oflicers than his own. (."aptain Humpliries,

on receiving this reply, lired a liroadside into

the Chesapeake, to which the latter vessel re-

turned a few sliots, in a confused manner ; tho

Leopard then refieating her Hre, the Ameri-

can frigate struck her colors. A boat was

then put oil" from the Leopard ; and the men

were discovered and removed. In this affair

the Chesapeake had three men killed and

eighteen wounded, amongst the latter ofwhom
was Commodore Barron ; besides which the

damage dor.e to her hull nd masts was con-

siderablc. The cajitured ..^serters were taken

to Il.alifax and tried; and one of them, being

found guilty of piracy and mutiny, was hanged.

It is a circumstance worthy of notice,—as

evincing on the i)art of the U. S. navy at tho

time a .spirit gallant and resolute enough,

though too irascible,—tnat Commodore Jiar-

ron was censured and su.spended soon after-

wards by a naval court, for not preparing his

vessel more fully fm* action, w hen there was

sufficient time to do so, and thus incapacitat-

ing hin-.self from making more than the slight

a!id very inell'cetive resistance which he offered

This collision between the two vessels was

specially unfortunate at such a juncture ; but

tlie hasty proceeding of the I'residcnt of tho

United States served to make matters vastly

worse. On the 2nd July following, he .set

forth precipit.ately an angry proclamation, in

wdiich, after reciting the transaction, in lan-

guage calculated to inflame the public mind in

a very high degree, he percniptoi ily " required

all armed vcss'ls bearing commissions under


