
298 AN OUTLINE STUDY OF MAN.

tent of knowledge, or in the progress of civiliza-

tion, but in the extent to which the masses are

under the control of that which is highest in the

diagram, and the extent to which they adopt a

law of conduct in harmony with the conscience.

Civilization should, and always ^vill ultimately

accompany the paramount activity of the higher

powers ; but there may be individuals, as the an-

cient patriarchs, and commmiities, higli in spiritual

gi'owth, who are yet but partially civilized, while

there may be an advanced, and refined, and con-

temptuous civilization that is contemptible and

well-nigh hopeless. It is Christianity alone, awak-

ening into life and regulating the higher powei*?;

that can furnish the conditions of permanent prog-

ress ; and nowhere does a spiritual Christianity

find an opposition so intrenched and so bitter as in

the bosom of such civilizations and from the idola-

tries consonant with them.

In closing, I ask your attention to the complex

nature of that which stands highest on the scheme

as worship ; and to the position of man as a wor-

shipper.

It will be seen that the affections and acts in-

volved in worship are conditioned on all that is

below them. From this it will follow that wor-

ship is the highest act which man can perfoiTn,

and that his nature does not reach its full expres-

sion without that. Take, for instance, the intelli-

gent ascription of praise to God, and it will be


