
government would be, yet, Sir, I had an opportnity

of observing the oharaber daring its session and I will

say this, that the Advisory Board und the admirable manner
in' which Governor Boyul fell in with the idea of making it

a sliding Hcule to rosponsibie government worked admir*
ably and gave a now oharaoter altogether to the absembly
as compared with the council. In the North-West Coonoil,

as my friend tbe Minister of Interior will remember, they
discuMsed mutters more like men in committee, bat with the
Advihory Board thoy at oiico lull in with the parliamentary
practice, and the intoiiigence displayed by the gentlemen
who are now members of that assembly and the capacity
which they showed in their conduct of the proceedings,

are fraught with the best promise for the fatare of that

country. I wish to call the attention of the House for one
moment to what might bo called our claims on the Federal
Government. Many gentlemen in this House and else-

where think that we are always asking for something, and
that we are, in fact, asking for too much. They think
wo are unreasonable in the North-West, while the fact is

that we are entitled to a great deal more than we get.

Mr. SCBIYEB. Yoa are astonished at your own modera-
tion.

Mr. DAVIN. My friend on the right says *' we are

astonished at our own moderation," and i have no objection

to accept his language. The old council of 1887 petitioned

for responsible government and the memorial set forth:

That by the census of 1885 the population of the North-
West Territories was 28,000, larger by 11,000 than that of

Manitoba when she was admitted into Confederation. The
population bus much inoroased since that census, as eviden-

ced from the new electoral districts erected. Manitoba v/sjr

erected into a Province in 1870, and as we see in 33 Vic,
cap» 3, sec. 25, she received $30,000 in support of govern-
ment, 80 cents per head of the population, which was esti-

mated at 17,000, and the salaries of the Lieutenant
Governor, judges, charges in respect to customs, postal,

fisheries, militia, geological, penitentiary department, and
so on, were all paid by the Federal Treasury. In 1882,
according to 45 Vic, cap. 5, when the population of Mani-
toba, according to the census of 1881, was 69,954, that
Province was allowed 80 cents per head on 150,000 souls,

indemnity for want of public lands of $45,000 ] and in 1870,
because the Province was not in debt, 5 per cent,

on $472,000, making altogether $238,000. By 48-49
Yic, cap. 50, she got swamp lands and 150^000


