
Ill

iiij4 their niviij^cH far and near: the thirst for ;j;ol(l, the idolatry

nt'iiiaterialisin, tlie vain utl'ort to luaku a lieaven of earth, the i^'-

iioriiig of an eternal world heyond the j^rave : those are the de-

plorahle charaeteristics of the days upon which we luive fallen.

Who shall heal this wicked and adulterous gi^neration! ''(Jui)i

inrtlrliititr cjitti!''

For the remedy of these <:;reat evils our help and our hope lie

in that wounded heart, whence salvation Ih'st streamed down

with its own precious hlood on mankind. It is our sheet anchor

of hope in tlu'se unhappy times. When St. Gertrude was fav-

oured with a vision of St. John the Evanf:;elist, and asked him

why he had not revealed all tlie heatinj^s of the heart of our Lord,

shiee he had felt them all himself when leaninj^ on His hosom,

he replied, tJiaf flic full pcrmiaHirc aivri'tni'ss of' tlif hrafinr/H of thaf

IIt'(trf icdH ri'xctrcd fo Ih' rcn'ahil (if a Infer fimr, irhcn flic world

Hhoiihl hfirf iiroini old and mniL in fc])idilii, thaf it niiijhf be find

rclindled and rcnn-alu ual fo flic tore of (iod !

Oh, we must then turn t) the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and im-

plore it to cast its divine Ih'e of love on the frozen earth once

more, so that the winter of our desolation may paf^s away, and

the sprinjj; time of holy hope and fervour may come hack a^'ain ;

we must implore it to hreathe the l)reathof life into the numher-

less souls that, Lazarus-like, lie asleep in the j^rave of sin, that

they may arise to a life of grace and virtue ; we must heseech It

to hanisli from the children of the Church all spiritual sloth and

unconcern in God's holy service, and in the all-important work

of their salvation to intlame their hearts with divine love, to en-

liven their faith, to strengthen their lio})e, and to inliame their

charity.

In order to ])ropagate and perpetuate this great and heautiful

devotion amongst the faithful, we earnestly exhort the Revd.

clergy to establish in their respective missions the " League of

the Sacred Heart." This holy league of souls, handed together

to promote the love of Jesus and the sanctitieation of souls, can-

not fail to be an abundant source of God's choicest gifts on each

parish.


