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of officiai reports, whiie very valuabie for of that was that we had three or four

reference on important questions, is abused hours discussion on a minor question wbicb

for the purpose of placing upon record long migbt have been settled ln five or ten min-

speeches, nlot witb the hope of con- utes. That ls one Instance that 1 ob-

vinclng those who listen to thern, but for served, and my rernark is applcable to ni

the benefit of constituents. I frankly gay goverllments and ail ministers wbo are nlot

that 1 bave made speeches ln the'House prepared to answer frankly questions put

of Commons myseif with that obJeet ln to tJbem by the opposition. ,Another great

view, nnd 1 fancy there are others bere difficulty wbicb presents Itself and creates

who have tnken the sarne course. * The a prolongation of the sessions of parlia-

abolition of the officiai reports, wouid, to ment is wben measures of a debatable or

rny mmnd, tend ln a great mensure to the questionahie cliaracter, go far as the oppo-

shortening of the session ; but experience sition are concerned, are presented, In-

bas taughit me tiiat sessions mîgbt be short- formation shouid be given to parliamiert by

ened to a very great entent If ministers those who are responsIble for atternpting te

were prepared, 'when parlament meets, to enact sucb measures, and tbey are not

bave whatever Important mensures -*ey frank enough, and very often Information

Intend to bring before parliament ready to Is refused whlch properly and legitîmately

be laid upon the table wîtii proper expia- shouid -be supplied by the minister, the op-

nation. I do not say that the present gov- position proiong the debate untii tbey se-

erament are the oniy sinners ln this res- cure the Information. We have had In-

pect. MJy hon. friends wbo sit opposite stances of that kind rnany times, and never

me, nd ho ave ad vey log epe-more frequent]y than during the present

m'eieo bi ie, andw two have had aaeyln xe session. I amn speaking from, persoxial ex-

diikulty whIcb presents itseif to ail gov- perience, and I tbink my hon. f riend the

ernrncts ; but it may be carrled to such Minister of Trade and Commerce wIil agree

au etcu asto eepparlamet l pepe-witb me in most of the etateanents 1 have

tui essn. tI be parirent ils terpe mnade ln reference to the business of par-

tuýea qesion I ae noied s th atpsi liament. We are constantiy discussîng

tion to elicit from ministers the meaning wa hudadsol e edu.T

or objet of government meaures when my inind, the appointrnt of a commnittee

t1 iey are introduced, and the effect it îs of this kînd would be impracticabie. it

thouht heywoud hve ponthecoutrywould resuIt la nothing. I am giad to see

Ifhougbtd thy wof avme upntontr be ta thon. senator from Welinfgtonl la

given at once It would save a great deai of n hig Vaticular as t hhasd beetRuformer

discussion afterwards. I have noticed aiso slncei patca he bas ha te onuro an steat

that when inatters affecting the manage- Iisc he aser th knoo of a hon. ne

ment of departments corne up and ques- hscabr 1kowfnoo.get-

tions are askýed by the opposition man who occupied more time and covered

a owhether suchi and sucb tluigs more pages of ' Hansard' i n the good old

hv curdadwercran dfulimes la the east when we sat opposite

bls ave ccre nd htbte cetin dificul- encb other la the House of Commons than

tisakl bae , aren that d te plnae ano the bon, gentleman hirnseif. Since be bas,

fheamomen says yes that tak place an been bere he bas seen tbe folly of a policy

the~~~~~~~~~~ moetioa ruhtt yntc f that klnd, and Is quite willlng now to

took steps to correct il, the discussion at ex-tend bis reforms to sucb an extent as te

once ceased. I can speak of an Incident affect otlhers wbo are foliowing la bis lilas-

whicb came uder my own observation. Itrions footsteps wbile be was a member of

My successor ln the goverament of wbich the House of Commons. The bon. senator

I was a member 'was nsked a simple ques- from Victoria, B.C., put the case la a nut

tion la the House of Commons. H e thougbt sheli 'when he snid that diffIcultîes arise

tt was a refleétion upon himself and hé froni the fnct that every constitiency de-

refused to answer. I calied bim over and siring legisîntion apon nny particular ques-

asked why he did not answer the *ques- tion wiil put that business in the

tion? He said he 'wouid not. 'The resuit bands 0f the representative of that coni-
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