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[Translation]

TRADE

Mme Maud Debien (Laval-Est): Mr. Speaker, concerning
the trade mission in Asia the Prime Minister will lead next
November, we want to condemn the highhandedness, to say the
least, of some Foreign Affairs officers and of the Deputy Prime
Minister.

The federal ultimatum to the effect that the Quebec premier
and nobody else should be part of that trade mission is an
expression of contempt. It is not for the Canadian government to
decide who should represent the Quebec government. Ottawa
should not impose an agenda on the Quebec premier. Mr.
Parizeau, who has responsibilities keeping him in Quebec City,
is perfectly entitled to send a delegate of his own choice.

That is another example of the lack of flexibility of Canadian
federalism and of the lack of respect of Foreign Affairs officers
for the democratically elected representatives of Quebec.
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CANADIAN UNITY

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the outstanding effort of Mr. Michael Szelag from
Hamilton Ontario to promote Canadian unity.

Mike started out in St. John’s, Newfoundland on August 9 this
year for a 33 day, 7,000 kilometre bicycle ride to Victoria, B.C.
During his travels Mike presented for signature a proclamation
to Canada to the mayors of each city he passed through. He was
enthusiastically received without exception. He commented that
his reception in Quebec was outstanding.

The proclamation reads:

Our desire is strong

Our commitment is strong

Our understanding is the result of experience
Our contribution will continue

Our goodwill will lead us

Our faith will guide us

We will remain one people

I am sure members will join with me in a tribute to Mike for
his tremendous contribution to Canadian unity.
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CANADIAN FLAG

Mr. Harold Culbert (Carleton—Charlotte): Mr. Speaker,
Canada is very diverse from east to west and from north to south
and each and every area is significant and important.

Recently while promoting patriotism in my constituency of
Carleton—Charlotte by encouraging the use of our national
anthem and the display of our Canadian flag, I discovered one of

5.0.31

Canada’s best kept secrets. I refer to the pledge of allegiance to
the Canadian flag. For all members of this House and indeed for
all Canadians, I will recite this pledge today and encourage its
use.
To my flag and to the country it represents, I pledge respect and loyalty.
Wave with pride from sea to sea and within your folds, keep us ever united.
Be for all a symbol of love, freedom and justice.

God keep our flag.
God protect our Canada.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Bill Graham (Rosedale): Mr. Speaker, Rosedale is a
complex urban riding with a diverse social structure. As in most
parts of Canada today, the people who live in it know that the
health and well-being of their community depend upon an open,
tolerant and pluralistic society in which discrimination against
fellow citizens is not permitted and everyone is treated with
mutual respect.

It is for that reason among others that I support Bill C-41 and
welcome the statements of the Minister of Justice and the
Deputy Prime Minister that the government will introduce
legislation amending Canada’s human rights act to prohibit
discrimination against persons based upon their sexual orienta-
tion.

This is not a question of creating special status for anyone; it
is a matter of ensuring that all Canadians are treated equitably
under the same circumstances. We must apply this principle of
fairness to all members of the Canadian population if we are to
guarantee their rights as individuals as well as our own develop-
ment as a progressive and modern society.
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NEIGHBOURING RIGHTS

Mr. Roger Gallaway (Sarnia—Lambton): Mr. Speaker,
since 1988 certain communications experts within what is now
the Department of Canadian Heritage have talked about the
concept of neighbouring rights. That is a form of copyright
payment imposed on radio broadcasters to be paid to recording
artists and producers.

Other experts admit that 68 per cent of blank cassettes sold are
used for reproducing existing recordings which are legally sold
in retail outlets. In this age of user pay let those who are bending
existing copyright laws, that is the purchasers of blank cas-
settes, pay an artist’s fee. Business, that is the big and small
radio stations in this country, once again should not be required
to pay. Without radio stations there is no recording industry or
artist showplace. Without radio stations our sense of community
surely diminishes.



