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The Address--M. Edwards (Frontenac)

House, representing less than two per cent
of the membershîp of this Bouse, have made
demande upon the government for certain
legislation, which the government has agreed
to bring down. On 7th of January, as you
wilI find by referring to page 560 of Hansard,
the hon. member for Winnipeg North Centre
(Mr. Woodsworth) sent to William Lyon
Mackenzie King, to the right hon, leader
of the opposition (Mr. Meighan), and, also
to the hon. member for Brandon (Mr. Forke)
who is leading the Progressives in this House,
a letter in whieh he asked the question:

Is it your intention to introduce at this session legie-
lation with regard ta (a) Provision for the unemployed;
(b) Old Age Pensions.

Those letters were sent on the 7th of Janu-
ary. On the 8th of January the hon. mem-
ber for Winnipeg North Centre gets up in this
House and daclares that lis littie group-
I use his own words--
-are so plaeed e.s ta be able almost to, say which of
these two aide-

That is to say, Liberals or Conservativas:
-a to carry on the goveroment of the country.

I think the only inférence fromn that is
that it was a very plain indication ta the gov-
arnment that they had bettar corne across and
favour the proposais daananded; otherwise
there might be unhealthy consaquences for
the government. The latter sent ta the right
hon, leader of the opposition was answerad
on the 9th of January, and, as we would
expeet, the answer was clear-cut and ta the
point. There was no bidding in the answer
sent by the leader of the opposition. Follow-
ing the letter sent ta the Prime Minister,
the hon. membar for Winnipeg North Centre
says that hie had an interview with Mr. King.
At that interview, recognizing the desperate
Position in which the government was piaced,
the hon. member for Winnipeg North Centre
and bis colleague pressed for further legisla-
tion. Their additional demands referred ta
the Naturalization Act, the Criminal Code,
and the Immigration Act. They received no
answer from Mr. King. Then camne the vote
in this Bouse on the l4th of January, in
which the government was sustained by a
majority of only three. Evidently the mern-
ber for Winnipeg North Centre thought that

- was a favourable time ta press for soTnething
definite from the leader of the Liberal party.
Apparently he was not satisfied ta accapt 'the
verbal assurances of the leader of the Liberal
Party in regard to this législation. Be asked
him ta put his views in writing. The hon.
membar very frankly says that this mathod

which hae has .pursued of finding out what the
variaus parties think with regard

5 p.m. ta proposed législation is perhaps
somewhat naval in this Bouse.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, it is a somawhat novel
procedure, and one which I think should not
be encouraged. On the 28th of January Mr.
King writas ta the member for Winnipeg
North Centre agreeing ta his demands, which,
I repeat, constitute a supplement ta the
Speech from the Throna, and constitute also
an unblushing bid for support. On the
morning of the 29th of January the hon.
member for Winnipeg North Centre says he
received that letter from Mr. King, and on
the afternoon of the 29th hae rises in his place
in this Bouse and puts that latter an Bansard,
with thesa words:

It seenis to me-

Says the hon. merober for Win'nipeg North
Centre:
-that we must ba very grateful indeed that the peculiar
combiriation of circumatances which we find existing in
the House at this timne has seeming]y madle it pos-
sie ta place upon the statute books long over-due
legialation in the interesa of somne of the most needy
but leaat influentisi elemnents ai aur population.

Those were the words of the hon, gentle-
man in regard ta the course which hae had
pursued. May I point out, Mr. Speaker, that
it was in a somewhat simîlar nrnnner that the
celehbrated Robin Hlood took the pursas from
the rich at the point of a pistai and dis-
tributed their contents amongst, the most
needy 'but laast influential members of the
population? The motive inspiring Robin
Hood, the bandit, and the hon. member for
Winnipeg North Centre, may d'o credit ta
their hearts; but I submit, Sir, that the
mathod is ana which would have placed the
noose round Robin Hood's neck if they had
caught him.

Mr. FORRE: Did Robin Bood use a pis-
tol?

Sir HIENRY DRAYTON: Thiat ie a poor
picture.

Mir. EDWARDS (Frontenac-Addiington):
Perhaps hie used a bow and arrow. My hon.
friand mnust take the language as figurative.
At aIl avents I arn right in saying thait hae
usad force in obtaining the wealth of the
rioher people and distributing it among the
most needy of the population.. I do not know
how te characterize whit is proposad by the
hon. membar for Winnipeg North Centre
under the Crixninai Coda.

Mr. BEAPS: Would you call aid age pen-
210118 robbery?


