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required " A stoot heart to_ stay brae."
No doubt he realized that it required a
particularly "stoot hairt " to face the
"stey brae" of saying anything laudatory
about the present Administration. But I
must do him the justice of saying that he
faced the brae very well;-whether or net
he made the grade is another matter.

I shall net, Mr. Speaker, confine my con-
gratulations entirely te these hon. gentle-
men. I must congratulate the House, and
particularly the Opposition, upon the very
able and comprehensive speech of the
leader of the Opposition (Hon. W. L. Mac-
kenzie King). Under our institutions the
Opposition is recognized as a part of the
machinery of Government, to the extent of
its leader being paid, and properly so, out
of the funds of the country. The whole
House, therefore, must be pleased te
know that we have in the person of the
hon. gentleman who leads the Opposition
one who is well qualified to discharge the
duties pertaining to that offee and in the
doing of it te follow along proper constitu-
tional lines. I congratulate the hon. Leader
of the Opposition, therefore, upon his very
excellent speech of yesterday. It opens up
a new vista for the Liberal party; it gives
them confidence in their leader, in his capa-
city and in his ability te blaze the way to
greater things for Canada than Canada has
ever known.

It would be carrying coals to Newcastle
if I were to congratulate the old veteran-
old, I mean, in parliamentary practice-
who so ably and so well leads the remnant
of the Government in this House (Sir
George Foster). I wish, Sir, that the reply
to the able speech of that hon. gentleman
had fallen into abler hands than mine.

I listened ta the right bon. gentleman's
speech with a great deal of interest. I
have tried te analyze it and ta pick out of
it whatever meat might be found in it.
After sleeping over it last night and think-
ing over it a little this morning I find that
if you strip the speech of its clever " Fos-
terisms " there is not enough left for a
decent burial. I shall refer later to the
observations of my right hon. friend. It
would be folly for a youngster in politics
like myself to say that the way in which
the leader of the Government delivers his
addresses in this House is not able, is net
masterful. I shall net attempt te do se;
I shall simply make this passing obser-
vation: The leader of the Government
began wrong some eighteen years ago; he
has kept wrong, and I fear that he will
end wrong.

[Mr. McKenzie.]

We cannot forget our surroundings, Mr.
Speaker, on this occasion. We cannot for-
get the grandeur of the magnificent build-
ing in which we find ourselves. The build-
ers of this splendid temple have provided
not only for the present, but also for the
future greatness of this country. No
matter how great Canada may become; no
matter how splendid its proportions or its
material development or how large its popu-
lation, for all time to come we and our
children after us will have in this build-
ing, if God spares it te us, a temple worthy
of the great country of which we are so
proud.

This is a fair and proper time for some
stock-taking se far as our country is con-
cerned. Let us observe, Sir, what has been
done; let us observe what it is possible for
us te do in the future. Let us hope that
this country will live up to the great ex-
pectations which the fathers of Confeder-
ation had in their minds when they started
out to lay broad and deep the foundations
of this country. We have in Canada mag-
nificent lands, great areas of country ex-
tending from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
We have mineral wealth, forest wealth,
agricultural wealth, and we have a great
people. Let us hope that we shall con-
tinue to utilize and husband our lands and
resources, our facilities for transportation,
and all that goes to make for the building of
a great nation. Let us hope that our states-
men and our people will set themselves to
the task of building up a great country,
of building up a citizenship worthy of the
Mother Country and its institutions-insti-
tutions which have made for this country a
home of safety, happiness, and prosperity
for its citizens. The fathers of Confeder-
ation laid the foundations of our transpor-
tation system, of the settlement of our vast
stretches of country and of the building up
of a nation within the bounds of Canada.
Let us hope that no divisions of any kind
will tend in the slightest way te mar the
growth of our country, it unity, its pros-
perity, its greatness, or ta make them less
than what the fathers of Confederation had
in mind in the days when there was con-
summated that union of which we are se
preud and which we hope will ever be kept
intact. Some differences of opinion may
prevail among the different parts of Can-
ada; some policies may be regarded as net
of application to the whole country. But
if we hope to be a nation, Sir; if we hope
to grow up as a country; if we hope te be
united from the Atlantic te the Pacific, we
should so devise our plans and policies of
Government as to bring about a reason-


