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from the outside and a stabilizer internally. It was an early warning system in itself. The
monitors could detect probing missions that would suggest preparations for a frontal attack, and
could help the UN Secretary-General to sound the alarm, either through Article 99 or in a less
dramatic fashion at an early stage by passing information to influential member stateS.1

Though there have been few formai invocations of Article 99 before the Council, it is
regularly used as the legisiative justification for a host of independent activities by the Secretary-


