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STJMMAY

The issue of small arms is multifaceted and complex, straddling as it does crimînal and security
concerns. Efforts to deal with the issue are hampered b>' the complexity of the issue in addition to intra-
state, state, regional and inter-state considerations. Nonetheless, initiatives on the small arms issue have'
been pursued to varying degrees of accomplishinent. Opportunit>' exists for the launch of a Canadian
contribution to fill the gaps that yet remamn.

INTRODUCTION

In his address to the United Nations General Assembly on 25 September 1997, the Minister of Fôreign
Affairs indicated a need to attend to cross-cutting issues as part of a larger effort to contend with intra-
state conflict and the development of human security. The Minister identified small arms as one such
issue deserving of greater focus and a more prevalent Canadian contribution. Representatives from the
Departmnents of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Defence, Justice, the RCMP and the Cariadian
International Development Agency met to discuss the status of and current responses to the small armns
issue as weIl as to identif>' areas for further initiatives, obstacles and polio>' options. This report
summarises these discussions.

I. FRAMING IHEISSUE

The comilexit y and breadth, of the small arms issue are well-aiwreciated. 'Me issue has recei.ved
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