(CWB, October 21, 1970)

tribute to sound utban growth and development, the
Govemment proposes the re-organization of its utban
activities under the direction of a Minister of State
for Utban Affairs and Housing. The Government
seeks, by making rational its efforts in these fields,
and through consultation with those most directly
concerned, to help Canadians reach and implement
the decisions that will determine their urban future.

SCIENCE RESOURCES

There exists in Canada a great wealth of untapped
and unco-ordinated scientific talent and experience
not now adequately utilized in the quest for solutions
to our modern problems. In order to serve better the
industrial and technological sectors of our economy,
as well as Canada at large, a program will be in-
troduced to gather and focus these sometimes di-
vergent and competitive scientific resources. In this
respect the Government will consider with care
‘measures recommended by the Senate Committee on
Science Policy and the Science Council of Canada.

A society is said to be judged best by the com-
passion and the fairness with which it treats those of
its members who breach or are accused of breaching
the norms of conduct which it establishes for itself.
The Canadian record in this respect is of a high
standard, but not so high that it can withstand all
criticism. You will be asked, therefore, to consider
further measures intended to continue the reform of
the law in these areas. Legislation has been pre-
pared which deals with bail and pre-trial detention,
and with the treatment of young offenders.

DRUGS AND ABORTION

Nomms of conduct are never static, however, and
cettainly not at present. A society which cherishes
the concept of freedom of individual rights must be
prepared constantly to assess the effect and extent of
changing attitudes, no matter how distressing or dis-
turbing the re-evaluation may be to some persons,
Previously accepted postures are under attack in
Canada and require study in several areas. The
Govemment accepts its responsibility in this pro-
cess. The report of the Commission of Inquiry into
the Non-Medical Use of Drugs, expected within the
next few months, will require careful study and dis-
cussion. The Government proposes to make time
available during this session for discussion of still
another controversial issue. It proposes a special
debate on abortion.

To ignore the undoubted widespread challenges
to present laws in these fields would be dishonest.
You will be invited, therefore, to participate in the
examination of these important questions. You will
be asked as well to give consideration to the report
of the Royal Commission on the Status of Women
when once this is received.... =

LABOUR STANDARDS
Because the Canadian work force is growing in size
and sophistication, and operating within an in-

creasingly integrated industrial environment, present
measures must be amended to meet changing social
requirements. You will be asked, therefore, to ap-
prove a revised legal framework for labour-manage-
ment relations and a new set of labour standards for
industries within federal jurisdiction. Sweeping
changes in the field of unemployment insurance will
be proposed in a bill designed to widen considerably
both the benefits offered and the persons who are
qualified to take advantage of them. These measutes
will make more rational and more fair the assistance
available to those temporarily without employment.
The legislation is a product of the cateful study of
this subject tabled in Parliament last session in the
form of a white paper....

TAX REFORM

The Government is pleased at the widespread and
largely constructive public response to its invitation
to comment upon the proposals contained in its white
paper on tax reform. The views of those who have
patticipated in this exercise are being examined and
carefully considered, as will those of the two Parlia-
mentary committees, Thereafter, legislation will be
introduced incorporating policies designed to make
more equitable the economic burden. shared by our
fellow dwellers in this complex and varied land....

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT

All our efforts for a stable prosperity and for a
humane community will be of little value to us, how-
ever, if we do not quickly and determinedly grapple
with the threat to our well-being and the well-being
of future generations of Canadians, which is repre-
sented by environmental pollution. Pollution is a
many-headed hydra and requires action in many forms.
You will be asked to consider bills intended to deal
with pollution in two of its aspects: in the ocean and
in the atmosphere, More pressing than any single
step or steps, however, is the need to co-ordinate
and consolidate our efforts in. an effective fashion.
There will be proposed the establishment of a de-
partment to be concerned with the environment and
the husbanding of those tenewable resources that are
a part of and dependent upon it, with a mandate for
the protection of the biosphere....

GAME DUCKS SAFE TO EAT

Duck hunters can rest easier as a result of
game-bird testing for mercury contamination just
undertaken by the Canadian Wildlife Setvice. The
duck-hunting season will continue as usual,

Tests for mercury contamination of ducks taken
from widely scattered locations in Eastern Canada
indicate that the general level is below 0.5 parts in a
million, W.T. Munro, acting director of the eastern
region, Canadian Wildlife Service, announced.

While safe limits have not been established for
game birds as human food, the maximum for fish has
been set at 0.5 parts in a million,



