OBJECTIVES OF CONFE RENCE

¢‘While 1 would not wish to prejudge the results
of these discussions, I am hopeful that agreement
may be reached on the establishmen.t .of a federal-
provincial committee at the deputy-mlmst‘cr l'evel S0
that continuing consultation can be malr.ltamed on
the joint aspects of the programme. In t.hlS connec-
tion, you will recall that the Act provx.des for the
conclusion of agreements with the provinces for a
period up to six years under which the. Dominion Gov-
ernment can share the cost of provincial programmes
‘designed to encourage, promote, and develop fit-
ness and amateur sport’.

“In addition to expediting this area, we .have
scheduled the first meeting of the National Advisoty
Council for February 5 and 6. As far as my Depart-
ment is concerned, the Council cannot be convened
too‘ff: ntixe period since the federal legislation was
passed by Parliament and even before, we have con-

tinued to receive numerous suggestions as to the

programme’s development. There'have also been a
number of requests for grants, particularly from sports
organizations with immediate n.eeds. By far the ma -
jority of these communications involve matt.ers which
we feel should be considered by the National A'd-
visory Council, and I would expect .that 'tbey wq]
occupy most of the Council’s time in its imt'xal de.ln-
berations. Certainly, if the requests for.fn:lanc;al
aid are to be dealt with under our appropriations for
the current fiscal year, steps will have to be taken
at an early date.

GRANTS FOR INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION

“In this connection, one of our major problems
has been the matter of making grants to teams w}fo
wish to compete in international sports events th%s
summer. We have had quite a few requests of this
type and are anxious to have them dealt wi_th as soon
as possible. In some cases, however, action had to
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(C.W.B. January 31, 19.62)':

be taken even before the legislation was placed |
before Parliament. ; '

“For example, subject to the approval of Par
liament, the Government announced a grant of $30,
000 to assist Canada’s team in the 1962 Commof*
wealth Games to be held in Perth, Australia. In addi-
tion, a grant of $10,000 was provided to the Canadiaf |
Olympic Association to help it carry out surveys if|
its selection of the most suitable Canadian site fof
the 1968 Winter Olympics. More recently, we havé
given further aid for aerial surveys and technical
assistance so that the strongest possible bid caf
be made on behalf of Banff, the site selected by the
Association.

““Although we should have preferred to have sub*
mitted such matters to the National Advisory Council
before action was taken, the time element made thié
impossible. However, these steps appear to havé
been very well received actoss the country as cof*
crete evidence of our determination to encouragl
Canadian participationin international sports efforts:
This is all to the good but I do hope they have no!
given the impression that the new programme is de’
signed solely for the making of champions.

COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES

‘““‘As I have tried to make clear on many occ#
sions, our view is simply this. While internationd
and national competition should receive direct et
couragement, the cultivation of consistent compe’
tence and ability in such competition requires a long
term and comprehensive effort, as does the realiz#
tion of our objectives with respect to the encouragé
ment of fitness and recreational activities. We fee
that these various aspects are essentially in agre€
ment and can best be developed through programme
at the community level which are well conceived ant
which will encourage regular participation in healthy:
stimulating activities by the great mass of Canadia
and not merely by those who have ‘star’ potential.,..
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