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I. INTRODUCTION

üecima ResearCh Limited is pleased to preser4t this report to the Oepartrnsnt of External

Afifai.rs_ The report is based on a series of four t^cus group discussions hold in Toronto

on February 6 and 7, 1985_

Two of the groups consisted of inembers of the general public and. two were composed at

people with annual household incomes of SMOQO.or more. All of the participants were 18

years of age or older and in each group -there was an even rrnix.of men and women.

Brui.e Anderson was the Prokect pirecnar for this stncly; assisting in thes rx:odf^rating ^3nci

analvsis was P+iartha CrorFyn.

The first half of the agendn for the, groups addressed perceptions of the gener3l nature Of

pres.'eat-day relations between Canada ana the U.S_ and [aratween Prime Ministar Mulror,ey and

Prasident Reagan, awafenéss of and attitudes towafd the Strategir, pefen:se Initiative plans

to improve the DEW ;ine, perceptkona of President Reagan's and the Soviets' approaches to

the next round of arms talks and the cornmttment of each to the goals of nnnlear elisarma-

rtient, opinions on Canada's optimal role 'en[lirwg up. to the 2rms talks and beliéft

i;oncerfling the possibilitv of the Pri.rrte- N9inister having a real influence on t^^el PreSiC.enrt

in terms of tnese defense issues.

In the second half of each group threLOL More specific issues were discussed_ 6cniawledge of

and attitudes surrounding protectionism antl free trade. haw riiuch of an influence a strong

relat9ensilip between the Prime IMWster and the President can have in addressing this
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