CD/PV.155

v

(M~. Vields, United States)

froia other delezations, particularly with respect to any acddition=l verification
arrancezments whici would reduce the prohlems of pocsiuvle undeclared stociipiles
anc facilities.

lie recoznize, toc, that on rezding this lensthy document guestions may
arise. 'le welcous your cucstions and will cdo our best to respond promptly.
We arc anvious to exnlain our cpnroazin. In fact, our delegation is
tentatively planning to holcd, in the near future, an infoirmal s2ssion open
to all delegations for tiie express purpose of receiving and respondinz to
vour questions and comments. -

Vice.-Fresident Bush pointecd out tuant a cnenicml wazpons ban is long
overdue and urged that efforts toward this long--souzsht goal be intensified.
The United States delegation is ready to engage in intensive negotiations
on a chemical weapons ban. Ve hzve once amain augznented our deleczation
with our best experts. Our interest is in solving problems so that a
convention can e achizvad as soon as possible, and we sense that most
delegations herc sharz that ardent desirc.

But, speaking frankly, the first three weeks of wor'k on a chemical
weapons ban this year hove been discourazinz. It has becn quite clear that a
smzll group, led by the Soviet delegation, h=s thwarted any achievement of
concrets results. 'e call upon the Soviet Union to join with us and other
membars of the Committee at our 1635 session to find ways toc overcome the
difficult issues which have orcoventad progress -- 2specizlly those pertaining
to verification and compliance. As we have repeatedlr made clear, ue are
prepared to consider any and 21l channels, including bilateral nerotiations,
that promisz to be nroductive. Ve nmust have resson, however, to expect that
bilataral negotiations would be nioductiv:z rather than simply a device to
draw a cloal: of secrecy around these vital negsotiations. ‘Yhus far, we have
haé no reason to bz ontimistic on this point.

Ue have repeatedly stated that for such negotiations to be fruitful,
the Soviet Union nezds to demonstrate, rather than simply profess, that it
is menuinelv ready to work out and accept effectiv: previsions to verify
compliance with a chemiczl weapons prohibition. And th2 Soviet Union must
also show the United States and the rest of the woirld that it will abide
by existinz agrezements in this area if me2aninsful progress 1s to be made.

Tt is soberini to rezlize that the chemical weapons Vorliing Group is
entering the fourth véar cf its existencc. Considerable useful work has
bean accomplished, but the pace is much too slow. The worlk can anc must be

accelerated. I would like to outline some sugsestions as to how this could
be accomplished.



