- e

e

B AR i

——a

e B i e v By

el e

e 5

_ stranger to be told that his lagaing behind us wtimes
keeper was due (net wholly but very largely) to his
pushingahead as a star-wanderer. 1t is soall the same,
and why it is so 1s not a difficult matter o think out
when once vou get 4 good grip on the facts involved.
The Sun is néy pushing eastwards at a more moderate
rate and the other cause of his losing time 1= also
moderating its foree.  After February tith he will
begin to gain time and in the next three months will
gain over eighteen minutes.

And so we see that for a watch to hevp time with
the Sun, from November to May, 1t must matiage to
Jose thirty minutes during the tirst three months and
gain eighteen minutes during the next threeo Then
it must lose ten minutes between the middle of May
and the end of July, and gain twenty-three monutes
between the end of July and the leginmng of
November. And all this irregular see-suwing mus
be regularly repeated every vear. Weare told that
miracles are not impossible, and therefore there may
be such watches, but ** A hae ma doot=”

Of course it may be said that the Sup’s tinre-keep-
ing is regular and that 1t s our mean or standard
time-keeping that is irregular. Thisbringsupa very
important and very interesting question, but it s too
large a question to be disposed of in a parazraph of
notes.

The Star of Bethlehem is to appear again this yvear.
At least, so say some of the newspapers, ghving «
telegram from Vienna as their authority.

There are several Stars of Bethlehem,

First there is the brilliant object which Tatein 15+7
and early in 1535 was seen 1n the east ‘n the early
morning shining with such surpassing splenidor as to
be visible to the naked eve even after sunrise. \:
least, so said many honest and intellzent peopie wio
claimed to have seen it with their own eves. They
kpew it was the Star of Bethlehem because they W
it ““in the east,” and because the newspapers hal
been telling them for months before that - this star
was to appear. At the end of the present vear anid
during the first two months of next year there will
be seen in the southeast in the morning a star of
surpassing splendor, and this will be the very sume
star which caused such a sensation in the full of InST.
If any one chooses to call 1t the Star of Bethlehem
and finds that he derives uny spiritual or other com-
fort from so lying about it, perhaps it will b as well
to leave him alone.

Then there is the Star of Tycho Hruhe, the great
New &tar of 1572 which Hushed out brgleer than
Venus for a time and then faded away axan, Thes
is the star which the newspapers of three vears urn
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il the Starof Bethlehem and sand wis to re-appear
i the antumn or fall of 1ssio Te did not appear in
Isst.arin Isss, orin Isstc o Perhaps it will appear
this vear.  Perhaps will not. T wish at would; [
would ihe to see 1t

Thirdhv, there is the real Star of Bethlehem, men-
tored on the sceond chapter of Matthew, 1 don't
Kow that this star 1s not gomng to appear this year,
bt even st does, Ddon't just see how we are going
to prove that 1t s really itself,

I s the second of these whose re-appearance is
prodicted for this year i the telegram: from Vienna.
1 don't hnow how the newspapers know that Tycho's
Sear i< the Star of Bethlehem.  And Tdon’t know
how they hnow that cither of these stars re-appears at
revnlar intervals  as Mira does fornstance.  These
thotes may be trme but it scems strange that the
astronomers should hnow nothing about them.  In
faot, g0 fur as my hnowledge goes. the astronomers
sav these things are not true - at least are not known
(o be true. S there mav oe something in the tele-
cram. Tyl determined the position of ‘his star as
aceurately as he coull with the instruments he had.
There are several small teleseopie stars near the given
positon, any one of which may be Tycho's. One of
these mav have recently shown signs of brightening
up. This much of solid bottom the Star of Bethlehemn

story may have,

Several of the Asteroids are in good position for
abeervation now and will be for the next few months.
[£ 1 huew that any of my veaders had tahen the
troatde to tind and follow Neptune from the directions
siven in December’s Notes. T owoul b this mouth give
Gmilar Hreetions for Vesta, and on Apnl for Pallas,
Core< and Jano, Bar ot costs some hittle time and
troub e to draw uip such directions and Todon’t care
to rave even this Dttde to thie work unless [ was sure
thiat :HHH'})'H]_\' would be henetitted h_\' it. If any one
wants this sort of thing it can be had for the askig.

The = € which has appeared under these articles
wis tirst put there by the editors. I continued it.
Mt U seem< there's another ©C7 who sometimes
writes for the REview.  To prevent mistakes I shall
heredter place uneler my contributions
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We noted some time ago that the Halifax Academy
adopred the Boman or phonetie pronunciation of
Lt Acadin Collere has adopted this pronuncistion,
we are mformed s and the far-famed Horton Academy,
nuder the proncipalstip of Mro Oakes, 13 about to
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