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NATURE STUDY.

The hints upon Nature Study in the Primary
Department and elsewhere in the REVIEW for this
month àre so fa~ and suggestive that we give u?
this space to a contributor who bas something to
say on this subject and says it well. The boy who
stones birds or squirrels, th>e girl who thoughtless'y
picks flowers from the wayside and strews them,

wilted "nd forgatten, a few paces further on, neecis
to cultivate a wider sympathy and respect for the
life in nature. The instinct of the boy with a stone

or gu .n to kilI soinething, or of the girl to pick some-

thing because it is pretty, needs to be repressed, not

with a '1 don't,." for that arouses antagonism, but

with a tactful teacbing, sometbing akin to the spirit

that induced the guardians of a public lawn to, tike

down the sign 'KXeep off the grass " and put up the

following in its place: "Every one wbo likes f air

play will keep imn the walk, and give the grass a

chance."

Nature and Nature Study.

What is tbe iendency of Nature Study ' Is it

adding somnetbing to our etijoyment of life and talc-

ing notbing f rom it; or are we letting our new

found interest iii the subject lead us away from that

old-fasbioned love of nature, wbich the poet and the

painter best interpret, but which even the mnost un-

learned can enjgy?
Who now cliknbs the hil1side to see the distant

hilîs rise into viiew with every step, and feels re-

warded as bis ;prospect widens. The landscape

must be studied and analyzed, and tbe meaning of

its geographic features well worked out. Who

lies upon the bdach in listless quiet, idly content to

breathe thei fresb sea air and to enjoy the rbythm of

the waves ? Or who, in the long surnmer days,

dreams aw ay an bour beneatb a tree, soothed by

tbe murir of its leaves, and tbinks tbe time well

spent? Râàther mrust be be alert to aIl the facts of

bis surroutidings, and note tbem in the interest of

science; oiý gather tbings that can be carried off,

to élassify'and catalogue them for sonie future re-

ference, and count bis time as lost if soflletbiflg new

bas not been guessed or found. The world bas

moved. The piainter and1 tbe -poet mnay no longer

be content to stir men's souls , tbey miust satisfy the

intellect as- well.
Yet we bave senses to. wbicb appeal the things

that carmot be counted and measured and reduced
to rule. The beauty of a landscape 4aii neyer te

told or indexed, although it opens itself more: cleat ly

as the eye is trained to see. The joy of life is in

livin~g, flot ini knowing how we live; and ail the
senses minister to that enjoyment, however trained
and disciplined they be, in ways that neither art nor
science quite can understan'd. Not by instruction,
but by sympathy, the real love of nature is attainel.

In our holiday pursuits, then, or in our educa-
tional methods, are weý doing well to, let the study

of nature lead the love of nature? Not*lso; unles

our study of nature begins 'in the natural way, arnd

the beauty ind sublimit; of nature first d.caim cur

attention. Art and litergture mnay teach us toi ree

and know something oý what is admirable, in nature;

but the subtle appreciation of natural beauty i8 best

acquired by contact with one who sees and lcnows.

A lândscape or a tree will not be beautiful to us

because we are told that it iS 90; we mugst learn to

f eel its-beauty. But we are s0 constituted that we

enter into each other's feelings; and so the lover of

nature still, as ofold, unconsciously conveys to

others, by bis own appreciation,, something of that

nature love which no other training can impart.
The joy in life and the instinctive horror-of death

are a part of this untaught and unteachable love of

nature;' therefore it ii- a hopeful thing that so miuch

of our nature study of to-day is the study of living

things. J. V.

THE HEAVENS IN OCrOBER.

This is the month to study an eclipse, although

the hours are somnewhat unfavorable. A tctal

ec lipse of the mioon, visible in Canada and the

United States, will take place 9 n<the night of the

i6th and i7th. The mon enteàs the penumbra or

partial shadow at 10.17 P. m. on the i6th; the total

eclipsç begmns at 12.19 a. m. and ends -et 1.48 a. m.

on ihe7th.
A jotal eclipse of the sun will taice Place on the

3ot, 'October, visible in eastern Europe- and As*a,

invisible ini Canada.
E:iplain to pupils the causes of eclipses.

jupiter is the planet this mnonth that en zagcs

most attention. He ii evening star and cornes to

the mieridian soon after dark. The Scientific

Ameèrican is authority ý,for the statement -that "te is

bright enough to cast shadows which can te seen

faintly out of doors and easily in a darkened 'roomn

When the planet shines in the window." Let s xre


