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T EAi1 iii: C.(oiule op (,ie hv one and look at tiiis
wlhuat i i, ulimi uer t he i icroseope. Notice i ts oran e

coi ir, i ts yellow sh feet , is transparenlt wi ngs.

.% AC î. That is w bat thecv ea lic ' - wcevi I."

T. 'l'lie 1 wccv ils ', are becties wi th long heaks-

andl thlere lire several ditl'rcn t specics of thern. 'ile

local naine ot -'ee W\Il,'' foir the "niidge,'' is incorrect,
ati iîrcfore mîislcading.
s. Thîis srnall Ily munst have corne from a very

sinali cocoon.
T. Yes. About as srnall as a mustard seed. And

now, whien the wiieat is iii hlossom, the female on

calin even irngs clin be seen placi ng e]Lsters (of fronm

t w) to a dozen or nmore eggs betwte,,,i the chaffy

en velopes of the open ing flowers. Iln a i ittle over ai

week t hese eggs lîatch ouit asnIm-.nte, transparent
gilowich d raw nou rishlnent fron flic growinîg

whlîat gernu, anîd by the fi rst of Aîignst are full

gro'(Wll, necarly an cîglitii part of an inchî i n lengtiî

ando orange. Thiiy inoult tiîcir skins in the car, but

soinuCtinies iii the cart h to w h cl thcv finially descend.
thle n wcave tiîei r t i n (>Co(/iis an i nch, perhaps, be-

low its surface.
S. Sonictinies these tinv orange specks are very

aiindan t i n the d nst wî ti thle chat! aftcr tiires i ng.

TP. Corr-ect. Mv riads oft mnoIhtc( skins and of the

mature Iaveare taken mbu the barils iii the cars,
when harvestimîg. W~hat shoîîld be Jloue with such

ci) aff ?
S. It wouldli't do0 to let ILt be thirownl on t on the

groî1ild , as the Iar-aý then coul d all p' pate, and corne

out ais mnidges ne xt âJmuue. Bu iii the clint!, at Ieast

the d nstv portion con tain i ng the orange grnbs.

T. \Yrv goo0i. 'Plis îîîidgc cauises tlie ioss of

uMillions or inshcls of wlîeat ecd year iii America.

It is importanit, tiîeî, to know how to tî'eat il.

J,£ cK. If every one in iNova Scotia stopped sowing,
wheat for one ycar, what would hecome of the midges

when they woîîld corne out of their cocoons and find
no flowering cars of wheat?

TFç They would take to Ilcouch-grass," or Ilkili-

il," which is a species of wheat, and if they did not

find enough food, as is very probable, there would be

a tremendous midge famine, and very fcw cocoons for

next vear. To what order of inqects does the înidge
bclongT?

CiHORLs. To the diptera.
T. Yes. And to a group called the Cecidomyidoe,

or gail-flies. Ilave you ever noticed -a large cone-

shaped cluster of leaves on the end of a willow twigy,
or large, &irius swellings on the vouiig twigs of

varlous plants, or on leaves?
Cinoius. We have.
T. Well, verv manv of these were caused, proba-

bly, by some flics of thiîs group, which pierced minute

holes through the tender skin of the bud, twîg or leai,
with its sting-like ovipositor, and plAced eggs in thcm.

This irritation caused the curious growth. And in

the midst of the growth, when quite frcshi and eut

open we can find the voung hiatchied larva, feeding.

TuKIL'sh FLY naui/s.

Ilere is anotiier of thern, wlîiri is very destructive

to whieat. 'Ilence the naine ( sidooqa îs/,ev/or.

IL was bronghlt over to Arnerica iii straw by the Iles-

sian troops under Sir William Iowe, during tue w'ar

of independence, E76. It was tirst found. on Statei

Iland, near New York, whcrc hiese soldiers landed,
and seeîîîed to proceed înland lit the rate of nearly

twenty miles a year, destroying, millions of dollars

wortiî of wheat.
S. Is il like the wheat midgfe?
T. Very mucb; unly it is more or less black; the

wings also iueiiig Clark and lesa transparent.
S. IIow doca it hurt the whieat?
T. The egg is eoi in he anglie of flic leaf.

The larva moves down flnally to the joint, whcre it

assumes the formi of a flax seed in the pupa state.

'l'ie supi)ly of nourishrnent to the car of whcat is

checked, and the stîaw often breaks af the joints,
under the influience of te winA.


