
CANADIAN. MUNICIPAL JOURNAL VoXIIN.

H. O'HARA & CO.
(Membera Toronto Stock Exchan ge)

Stocks & Bonds de It in on ai Exchanges.

Government, Municipal and other Bonds
tiought and sold.

Western Municipal, School District and
Telephone Debentures speclizod ln. Secrc-
tary Treaaurers should communicate with us
regarding the disposai of their issues.

AL BANK BUILDING

TORONTO

tOwn in the soutltern part of this province, for which an
engineer lie mnay wot Of, estimnated the cost of a water-
works system at a certain figure, and who, when the bids
for the work were found to lie in excess of bis estimnate,
and that the money to proceed with th, work woul flot
be(, forthcom-ng, paored his estimatedl and received bids with-
in the amount availabie, after assuring ail concerned that
his first figure wàs an over-estimnate for the work proposed.

"Oh wad somne one the giftie gae us
"To sec ourselves as others see us."

Tou overlouit entirely the other phase of niy article. In
it 1 blame councils for the lax manner in which they enter
into arrangements with their engineers, and 1 attrýbute
many exlsting municipal financial embarrassments to this
cause. One case came within my notLce where the only
document relaqting to the ýengagement of an engineer was
a telegram fromi his stating lis terms. And this for worlc
estimnated at over blf a million, and as a resuit, when
the final settlement came to bc' made, the engineer did not
-apparently know to 25 per cent. the exact cos't of the work,
having inerely taken the aninual financial statement as a
basis for commission, sn that lie mglit le claiming on bis
own fees, legal fees, debenture discount, and ail sorts of
other things.

1 still contend that a fixed sum for the work covered
by the original estimate is the fairest ail round, and, of
course counceils would expect te pay extra for- any addi-
tional work performed by their instructions. Can you tell
me any good reason why an engineer should receive $600
extra commission if, between the date of the report and
the acceptanice of the tender for cast iron piping and
specials estimated to cost $60,000, the market should sud'-
dnly soar. so tliat the lowest tender was $72,000, or WbY
on the reverse, if the marktet should drop so that the mate-
il could lie bouglit for $48,000, the engineer's commission
should be reduced by $600.

There is a provision in the Municipal Acts of this pro-
vince, that where special wo'rk is performed for Muniet-
palities by members of my profession, thle blli eaux be sub-
mitted te the government for approval, before payment.
My profession sees no objection in this. Would the en-
zineerine nrofession lie satisfied with a similar prov-sion?
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