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I and Causes of Its Decreased Production
ibuted by Mr. H. N. Lawrie, Chairman of the
Bureau of Mines, before recent Mining Conven-

Id at Vancouver.

know that the economie situation has been chang-
from time to tine and that it is difficult to

changes which are momentous and have a serions
n the solution of our problems of the present and
future. To better analyze the situation I have

prepared some gold production charts. The year 1915 is the
high point of the production of the world's gold which was
$469,000,000. The decline has been very rapid since. I will
give you the percentages of decline in the past three years
with respect to the production of 1915. The total decline
in the world's production is 20 per cent. The decline for
South Africa was only 6.4 per cent. The fact that the
decline was so much less than the decline of the world is
evidence that South Africa was more remotely situated
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1917
$186,503,400

35,945,500
15,200,000
10,756,800
16,952,462
10,442,600

$275,800,762

1918
$176,000,000

26,700,000
14,000,000
10,000,000
16,000,000
10,000,000

$252,700,000

Declin
from 1915
- 6.4 %

-45.5 %'
-26.3 %
-13.2 %
-15.8 %
-19.3 %
-15.4 %/

$ 83,750,700 $ 68,500,000 -32.2
$ 18,000,000 $ 10,000,000 -62.0

17,543,424 18,000,000 + 5.3
9,000,000 10,000,000 +52.4

19,495,314 18,100,000 - 4.2

$ 64,038,738 $ 56,100,000 18.5
$423,590,200 $377,300,000 19.7
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2. Decline
from 1915
-23.7 %
-43.0 %
-45.5 c%'
-44.0 %
- 8.3 %
+26.4 %
-36.3 %
-33.4 %

-32.2 %

1914
$173,560,000

46,710,200
15,925,000
11,378,400
17,423,100
11,782,000

1916
$192,182,900

40,475,800
19,235,000
11 90f8 rifia
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