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editoricds.
jNarement address to tiniversity sttiients, lion. G. \ 'I1os deplores the use

Ion their part of so many slang phrases and inaccurate expressions. No one

Wh li as lîcard the ex-premiier speak can (lotibt for a moment that lie is

tlicorough-lly i earncest iii xvhat lie says o11 the subject, andi that his ownl lait-

,guage quîalifies hlm to make reniarks on that of othcrs. There are fev ru -,il

in public life li Caniada, ailolig themi Sir W\il frid L aurier, who ean comrpare

writh I)r. R-,oss, for felicîty of expression and precîsiori in diction. Combiued

withi these qualities is ant case in speech whichi at once relieves any strain on

the listenQr and cominall(ls his attention.

'lhle eîuphasis of his speech, howevcr, was not put on the importance of

accurate einiciatiu 111 pub1lic atldress, iruit n pon the nced for inîprovemient in

eyerylay coniversation. \\' e lelive tliat tliis touches upirl ýone of the great

defects in Canadiani eduicalir r, froîîî liomîe-lif c thrr ug'li public and high sehools

to our uîîiversities. Correct speaking ouglit 10 lie 01k ac(muisitiol, at least,

o f the îîniiversity gradulate.
Net, our general coîî'rersatioîi dcservredly cornes iiîîder censure. 'Ne are

content w'ith sluch a sli-sod ii istincet, iîînfiîliihed speech that makes us,- ai

tiiiucs ncearly uiti ntelligible eveli to soîne of otîr own peopule. lorin, as a rile,

j', not a thing that is cmiphasized at Quecn's, but formi ni speech, is a factor

that nlo aînoulit of brilliance of idca, oir imuportance oif subjeet, \illI altogether

sct aside as unniiecessary. Pcrliaps thc trend of ouir ie i, one of the chicf

causes of otir dlehcieiicics iin t1îese respect,,. Tiliere is a certain air of haste,

a mildlv rcckless desire to be doinig somletlilng and to lie (1011e with it, with-

ont the bialance which conisîrers the importance of doing- a thinig Nwell. As a

restilit perhaps we are pool- speakers, andl natuirally enotlghi, pilor listeners.

I t is x'ery <loultill if we gain aniytliii,() lîy otîr haste, or if we are able to ovcr-

take as îîîîîel'i work with as great case as the cduicatcd classes of the Unlitcd(

Kingdoin for cxaînplc. ?N1any lbusiness men of Kingston coîlil give exalnpl's

dailv, (if arraiîgenîflits going wrrolIg throulgh iniaccurate aud carcless expres-


