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Praise or Censure
Two teachers in Michigan University

reeent]y made a rnost interesting ex-
periment. A claýss of fifty students was
divided haphazard into groups of
twcnty-five. The saine exercise in
composition was given to eaehi group.
To the first group the teacher said, ''A
hasty examination shows that you seem
to have done very badly. Twelve year
o]d ehildrcn could] have done better.
Y'ou had better write if again.'' To the
second group flic teaehier said, ''A
hastv exarnination shows that you
have done reinarkably well. 1 arn going
to askc you to fake the test a gain.'' The
resuit \vas that the first group did
no better, ini tact they averaged, a littie
lower. The second group improved
seventy per cent.

Read this, you scoldîng, fault-fiuding
peda gogues. 'Your seolding is flot only
discourteons and upladylike, but it
does flot pay. No! That is flot at
ail whaf shou]d he said to vou. t will
only make you more prononned 'in your
fault-fluding. Listen again and take
fuis other advice. Ye have spoken
kînd]y f0 your ehildren, giving them
every eneouragemnent and ail due
praise. Continue i11 thaf good way, for
veri]y ye shahl win the triple reward-
the thanks of your littie ones, their
progrcss in ail their woî'k, an(l the ap-
proval of your own conscience. Auci if
you value theni at ail,,youi wili have a
voice that eharîns, a hrow without
wrinkles, a face fhat neyer grows old.

School Failures
There sit hefore rue forty-eight young

people xvritîng on a suppleniental ex-
'aminat ion in arithmetic. Why did
they fail on the înid-sumrncr examina-
tion? Sorne will say they were lazy,
some will say they have liffle mathe-
matical ability, some will blame the
papers set at mid-summcr, some wil
find fanit with the teaehing. Perhaps
there is somcfhing in each of the rea-
sons given, and perhaps there is some-
thing in the complaint that the text-
book is faulty. If is with this last
point I wish f0 Ical just now. 1 amn

not going to compare the fext with
others built on the saine plan, since
ail others appear to be built on some-
what the saine plan. Probably the
text used in our sehools is quite as
good as the bcst. The point at issue
is whcfhcr the plan is not altogether
wrong.

Dr. Dewey has the idea that if a
student cornes face to face with a real
life prohîcîn, if will suggest to his mind
ail the questions thal are worth solving.
For instance,' if a lad becornes inter-
ested in the erection of a building,
there will be numerous questions touch-
ing the manufacture of brick, lumber,
nails, paint, plaster, etc. There wvi1l also
bc problerns connected with the cx-
penditure of money-payinig for ma-
teriais, paying wages and the lïke.
Now prohlems arising in this way are
real, and evcry onc of thern has a mean-
ing. On the other hand problerns from
a fext-booki secm artificial. They corne
unsolicitcd. There is no setting for
thcrn and, therefore, no reason for at-
tcmpting f0 solve theru. Frequently
they are inisunderstood. Indecd, in
iiiost cases, whcn a solution is flot found
hy a student if is owing to orle of two
causes-inahility to undersfand the
prob]cmi or ]ack of motive.

What scerns to be rcquired for sehool
is a series of problcmns or undcrt-akings
or projeefs, that xvill eal forth life in-
tercst, andI which will serve as the
ground or basis for composition, arith-
mnetie, geography rnual -work and
othcîr aci ivities. The lesson shouid give
way to flic occupati on or rathier the oc-
eupatioii should lead to the lesson. As
it is, lessons are too detaehed and mean-
ing]css. Questions arc thrown at the
student by inîpersonal beings-tie
aufliors of flic texts. They do not risc
up of their own accord, out of experi-
ence. It is a fair venture to wager that
not fifty per cent. of Grade IX pupils
undersfand anything about stocks and
shares, even affer thcy have workcd
their way through the problcms of the
fexf-book;. If was 50 in my own case.
I knew perfectly the mathematies, of
flic fhing, but the thing itself-a stock


