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Diamonds," as be was nick-named, are the chief sinners.
These men, by their audacity, inoved in a certain society,
and as if they bad thousands a year. 'Fhey were virtually
penniless ; so much so, that one of the brothers was supplied
now and then by the house porter with a cup of coffe
out of charity.. Then sortie of the mem bers, in order to
obtain bis premature release as an ordinary conscript from the
army, conspired to employ every dodge. Lebaudy, a million-
aire, was bled accordingly. One of the (:ombinations was to
farm a young woman, a Jewess, in the last stage of consutip-
tion, to preserve her expectorations to be examined by the
doctors at Rouen, where Lebaudy was quartered. T'> hey
paid lier i0 fr. a day ; the doctors reported the presence of the
tuberculose bacilli in the expectorations, and recommended
that Lebaudy be discbarged from the arrny. Instead, the War
Office ordered him to the head rnilitary hospital, at Paris.
T[he poor consumptive wornan was made to follow, and paid
20 fr. a day for lier expectorations. Once liberated, the poor
creature was to be decoyed to Italy for change of air, but in
reality to be " removed " to secure ber silence. This was a
very great offence against the articles of war, so the black-
mailers had, unfortunately, Lebaudy under their thumbs,
thrcatening to expose him did he not cash down. He died
in thc military bospital at Aix-les-Bains, ini a shivering fit,
brought on by a fresb tbrcat and a renewed demand for 125,-
ooo fr. for bushi nioney ; and when the Army Medical Board
called for later saniples of the expectorations, to decide
definitcly, the local general replied "Lebaudy no more
expectorates, as he is dead."

Wbile the exports of France increased 9ý million francs
during the last montb, the augmentation under the saine head
for England was 98 million francs.

Tbe various large sbops ini Paris now deliver ail their
goods in the suburbs by horselcss vans. The latter look very
fair, save the absence of shafts and the noble animal, that
gives the vehicle a wantiing-in-somietbitng look ; thue air as if
the steed had bolted and dragged the shafts with it. The
collection of tubes, of cocks, of breaks, etc., is as formidable
as if a locomotive.

At The House of Commons.THE long sitting witb which the House indulged itself last
week is still the general topic of conversation. It must
be admitted, tbough, that to-day tbe honours of first

place in thougbts and words arc divided with the longer sit-
ting upon which most members believe they are entering.

Last Wedncsday it was expected the vote wvould corne, like
serious illness and death, in the small hours. The bours
draggcd wearily on, Frencb speeches and Englisli, Englisb
speeches and French ; and still the end was not yet. Several
bowever, wbo wanted to be " iii at the death," slept uneasily in
their botels, ready to leave at a moment's notice for the big
House on the bill, wbcrc the tower ligbt, the signal that the
House is in session, burned until they lost theniselves in thec
dawn. But no message came, and at breakfast tume a crowd
of hungry, cbalky-faced nhen swarmed down.

The chamber looks tousled after a wbole night's sitting.
'[bere are papers un the floor-morc than usual. The air is
more fetid, fat with exhalations from hcery bodies wbo 1'tasted "
during the nigbit, and murky witb tobacco smoke. Sone one
said it looked like the "second day in thc train," and that was
before the snow blockade, too.

At a quarter-past ciglit Mr. Daly was the only Minister in
tbe House,and be was sound aslecp. He rouscd after a little,
and a messenger brougbt bim a cuîp of coffee. It assisted in
the rousing, and then presently reinforcements came ut>) froin
their naps, and we missed Mr. Daly. One woman in the
gallery bad a bag of sandwiclies but sbe seemed not to be ini
full communion witb the rest.

Ail day Tbursday the debate dragged on. Rclays of mcm-
biers slept and came on duty, and the Hansaid mcen worked like
the farmers do when there are two more loads of grain ini the
field and a thunderstorni is growling its way froni the west.

Thursday night tbey told us the vote would corne about
midnigbt, probably a little after, and we surged up wbere the
great steamy crowd awaited an entrance. Across in the public
gallery, tier above tier of men sat. It looked like a meeting
for men only. To the left, women and their escorts made
blotches of colour, blue, and pink, and yellowv, mingled witb the

black anid dun shades. It wvas bot ini those badly ventilated
galleries, and the pretty lighit waists vwere the one restful detail
in sighit. The menîbers yawned, bowed their heads o11 their
folded arms and slept, tossed paper halls at one another,
prodded the special!y sleepy ones witlh paper spikest
wbeeled circles of blotting paper in the air-circles wbich
wandered off liere and there and sometimes feIl upon the
throne of the august Speaker himself. The Speaker was
visibly wvorn with attention to duty. He hcld lus privileges
with a masterful tone, and want of sleep had taken away a little
of thîe benigiity-of counteîiance with which, upon otlier
occasions, be delivers bis ruling, grasping bis gown and il(Vitig
it upoiî bis shoulders before lie speaks.

Austerity had settted down upon many a face as the niglit
wore on, but upon some there came a foolisli happiness and a
ruddy flush, and with these flippant tongues wcnt to and fr0
like a wag-on-the-wall dlock.

Thie galleries t1iunned. Sûme of the weariest spectatOrs
slept leaiîing back againsýt the seats. One Young nian
stretched bimself out int he Speaker's gallery, only to be rudelY
shaken up, just after turning the corner into the sleepy land,. by
the messcnger on duty,who wbispered that it was " strictlyagauiîît
the rules." A miscreant in the visitors' gallery required the
attendance of Mr. Bowie, with his sword and sergeant trappligs.

'l'lie ladies froin the Speaker's gallery passed up and doWOl
froni the Speaker's rooîns, where Mrs. WVhite was offering tea
to the sleepy but ohstinately-deterniiiîed ones, wbo were
bound to sec wbat their fathers and husbands were going to do
about the vote.

Frenclîmen purled their soft-vowclled words fron their
cager tongues. Englisb unes, w'ith calmer voices and harshecr
words, followed. he light of dawn sifted tbrough the tin'y
openings in the roof, the yawns grew larger and louder, end
the back benches lost their tempers and found tlîeir tongUes.
They railed at Mr. McGillivray, and Mr. Hughes, anîd W,.
Lister. They made irrelevant and irrevereîît remarks. Trhey
irnitated clianticleer. '[bey trîed to establisb a , God Save
the Qucen." Tbey squeaked their feet on the dcsk boards,
scraped on the wood, slammed down the lids of their lockers,
and acted as bovishly as grown mcii can well do wlîeil thcy
have in tlîern the spirit of 'l W\e won't go borne tilI morning.

And then, after the constitutionally constructed totigues
hîad sînoothed the way, the House rang willi Question! ques-
tion !" and the Speaker rose aîd said :"Caîl iin the memnbers!"

'l'lie vote liad corne at last. It ivas soon over. There wcre
cheers on the Government side, a dogged silence, witlî here and
there a dragglcd smilc, on the Opposition side, and then
the crowds went home. Sleighs followed une anotiier quicklY
from the western way, out past the eastern block. The toPs
were powdered witb snow, the horses' blankets were gleanOing
white, and down the centre road stretcbed a long strinf.
people stumbling tlîrougb thec snow, bending their faces awaY
from the storni. It was broad day, and the belîs rang six.
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Art Notes.

N ON E of the draugtsmcn of Punch ave kpt up the high
standing of that periodical more effectually than JohO'

Tenniel. I say " bigh. stand;ng," in spite of the fact tliat the
prevailing opinion in the United States is that P>unch entirelY
fails ini the matter of humour. T[bis opinion is probably also
the.prevailing une iii japan, and in the island of Bornie 0 ,
but that the Wednesday issue of the London Charivari is an
event looked forward to by a very lar ge and injtelligent portionl
of the world, gifted with the perception of its humyour, iS a
fact luot to be denied ; and unquestionably it takes the iighest
place amongst the comic papers in its breadtlî of range in the
delineatioti of characte r, in the nattîralncss and truthfulness o
its humour, and in its freedoni froin exaggeration. Tenliliel
bas bad, for many years, the must responsible position amlIîgst
the illustrators. He lias bad tu conceive an appropriate car-
toon each week dealing with a prominent political topie ;ad
lie bas bad to produce an incalculable number of likeinesses-
likeniesses which must be immediately recognizable by tlîe
entire body of Punclî's readers. How faithfully lie lias fUl-
filled these two conditions may he scen by reference tO a'
bound volume of the periodical. In turning over the leaves5
une cannot but be struck l>y the man's enormous fertility Of
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