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Now, there is a dix inity xvhich dothli edge a judge and

puevents ordinary mortals from criticising imi as fueely as

ordinary eltizens are critjeized. The courts, we admit and

urge, inust be kept free f romn public animiadversion as fau- as

possible. But there are limits to this doctrine. The limîit is

that law of seif-preservation wlîich society lays downl as its

first essential. If judges are neyer to be criticized, nieveu to

be told whien they aire wuong, we had hetter petition heaven

to send us angels and archangels to judge us. As long as

we have nien for judges they niust be fallible. If they

make mistakes, the sense of the community must put them

right. On one point ceutainly the judge was wrong if ho

was correct ly reported. 1-e is said to have said, and it is

one of the objections of the Crown Counsel that Ilthe

pi'sonrs out e oe,' ed, that is, Il/îat t/u'y could not

spqeak Jbr tlo'rnsdves." The very contuary is niow the case.

Prisoners cari give evidence on their owîî behalf. They eari

not be compelled to give evidence for themnselves or against

thernselves. If they choose to give evidence for themselves

they becomeliable tocross-exanuînation like any other witnress.

TheAct says that if ffhey do notchoose to give evidence it shall

nottbe commented upon, that is ail. The jury, who are the sole

judges of fact, cani, if they choose in deciding upon the case,
beau in inid the fact that the accused have not given evi-

dence. That is their business. Judge Ferguson's well-

known abilitv in civil cases, and bis infinite painstaking,
and sincere desire to do justice, are universally acknowledged

and it is only a conviction that a serious blcw has been deait

to the bulwarks of society which inîpels us to write as we

do. We understand that the case reserved asked for by

the Crown hias to go before the Attorney-Gene rai for bis leave

before it cani be argued before the Court of Appeal. We

trust that the iea've will be granted on public grounds and

we. feel that we would be deficient in our duty as public

journalists if we did flot eall attention to what we cari

only regard as a failure of justice. It wouid seemn as if the

judges of the Cbancery Division should not be assigned to

try criminal cases. It requ ires a totally difibrent class of

mind to construe a wiil or deelare a trust fromr that whiclî

takes a sturtly common-sense view that the technical rules

of evidence cani be strained too f ar in favour of a prisoner

as well as against him.

There are one or two other points about this case whicb

require attention. The coroner who adinitted that hie said,
as he states, jocularly to a brother physician that theue was

money in it for the defence, should be removed. H1e is a

Crown officer and sbould have chosen bis duty according tbo

bis oath of office.

The presence of women at a criminal court wben men

are on trial for their lives seems to us odious. If they will

go there and dlaim the saine rights as mnen it is well that

they sbouid know how their conduet is regarded. The

women who would go to hear a murder trial would go to see

a gladiator dying in the arena, or a Spanish bull fight with

its attendant horrors. We boped that our Canadian women

had kept clear of the up-to-date heartlessness of the new

woman. We trust that they will flot be seen again au mur-

der trials. If any are seen there there will be more than a

suspicion of gooldine bair and painted faces. It is painful to

have to allude to this feature of the trial, but if not checked

there will next be introduced here the American custom of

bouquets for the prisoners, and feînale.visitors at the gaol.

There must be nonre of that nonsense here. It is foreign to

ou notions of what is right. The public must understand

that a court of law is not a flower show or a faney fair and

no Canadian court should be made the vebicle for pandering

to morbid unfemînine curiosity.
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TIIL E WE IN 1151 TENS.

WVith the issue of Yesteudlay 111E,, WEEK opens its tîtir-
teelttî volume, twels e years fiaving eiapsed since it lvas
startud lieue. Appropriately enough the leader of the nuin-
ber is devoted te Il )uuselves,' and contains a inoderateiy-

expri*Ess(*(l statemient of TnIJE\ee claimts as an ildepend-

ent paper, whose non pautizanslîip inakes foi, it ae place iii

the country, ami of its amii of îleveloping (2anadian talent
and fosteringy Canadian niational spirit. Its deciaration tif

its policy and of its hopes fou the future isi veuy xvell put
iiiîleed. The numnber itielf is a good one. Principal Grant
coinibutes the second instalmierît of his Il Cost and Profit of
Canadlian ,ib)erty," the inost stuiking feature of wvlicli is bis
explicit declaratiomi tlîat a nmore effic ient nmilitia sbould be

inaintaincd in Caniada, andl the first instainient is given of
Mr. H amnpden Burrihaîn's Il Te( Socialisn of To-day." The

test of tlîe paper is well un to thîe liigh standard which TUfE-

WTEEK lias always miî and ,rat lee

Witli the curuent îiuinbeu that excellent journal, TuiE
WICEK, begins its tliirteentlî year of pulblicationi and takes
advantage of the occasionî to irîdulge iii a few paudonable
remarks c(>ncerniiig itself. Tuei \VEEK oecupies an enviable
position as Canada's enly flilaItîs literary weeklv, and it
is satisfactory Co l'arti tliat it is inlakiig stelady progress îlot
only iu tlîe estimaition of Caiiaîd ian.s, but Ivithi reainîg and
thinking people e. veryIN lieure. luts absolut e independence and
tire spirit of faiuiieý,- wliicl cliaracterizes its discussion of
men and nieasures are liot the least admiirable of its qualities.
-onilton lierald.

Tlîe Toronto Wi.eia lias now entered on the thirteenth
yeai, of its publication, anti takes advantage of the occasion
to Il poinit witli pri(ie " to its record and present position.
TuE XVmeîc occupics a position in Caniada soniewliat siiniilai-
to that'of tire Londoîn Spectator iu England, anti the New
York Nation in the United States. It lias always been fair
<and independent, anid it is now able and interestiug as well.
We nue glad to leaun of its continue(], success. Otfoeev(

Tlîe Toronto WieEK, entere(I om its thiuteenth year of
pubilication tliis weck. lt is at national journal xvliicl coîin
niaîids attention abrond as well as at hoitie, andl its contribu-
tor~s aie aiong the leaders of nlîouglî. iii tie Doiii:iluoi.-

0 Witli the last numober TUEiý WEEK, publisled by the

\Veek Publishing Co., Toronto, entered on the l3thi year of

publication. Wme are glad to know tliat as it grows in vears
its reputation as at firîst-class journal continues tii inerea:,
and tbat its prosperity is now tliorouglîly establishied. It
lias iîex er stood su trigle in the opinion of Canradiaus as it does
to.day, while ai)uoad it is now rc'ognized as a national jour-
nal, expressing the educateil amîd iridependent thought of the
D)ominion. Thtis is a higli position to attain, and it bias only
been secureti by years oif patient labour, tîme emnployaient of
first-class talent aud the contributions of able writers fromn
ail parts of the country. ht diseusses ail political questions
froin ami independent standpoimît, anti is thus able to deal
with tîtese with more freedoin than tire strictly party papers.
This in itself is a feature wlîich no doubt is agreeable tel
many who do riot take any strong sides witlî eitlîer of the
two great political parties. In addition TuE WEEK iS of

gureat interest to the increasiîîg educated classes in this
country wliu look for- sonie hi-lier mental food than is usually
contained in the ordinary daily and weekly press. lu the
varions fields of polities, literature, science, art and inusie,

it prescrits to us w0ekly a nîass of important miatter contri-
buted by wviters tlîoroughly conversant with tîteir subjects,
andi couched in choice language. O)ccupyingç as it thus (lues

separate, but important and stea<lily increa-sing( field of
usefulness, we feel thiat under its prescrit able editorial mani-
agenrient it wl 1 continiue to prosper, and steadily increase
its circulationî and in!luenice.-Gq.e/p)h ,Vpî.cit)y.

By the announcement that the Canadian 111gb Commis-
sioner bas been suînmoned to Ottawa to consuit with the
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