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ol : }l)fllt of a prisoner who is, for the time being, i their
" ands? W . : :
J $7 We do not wish to he misunderstood as casting the

slightest o oy . . .
mn - :-.] est reflection upon the individual detectives in this par-
e feular case )
e, arease. Rather would we commend the zeal and acute-

to T“?NN they displayed in the interests of justice, while acting
a}- l]“ the line of what they no doubt helieve to he duty.  Nor
is (,1) e wish to fnply that it is not well and wise that pro-
:ll‘ YIS should he made for the taking down for use in conrt
of * 'tf the co'nfessiun of any prisoner accused of crime who may
he ;;’Iu“t‘ll'lly desire to nake such astatement.  On the contrary,
m .l(‘ very first question put by the eourt to the aceused in all
e« ;“‘:‘]1 Cases is a solemn farce unless it. is intended to openthe door
e n())-' il "(’]lmtm'y confession should the prisoner be disposed to
3”‘? ? m‘:lll‘: “11(".. In fzwt;', we are unable to fully understand why the
us T or the prisoners counsel, or the officers of justice
Lfe : :;::Hdmg near, should interpose to prevent such a confession
11?b t:; ::flli‘(‘:’d:ji‘nl)}l')l::‘p]v:tr«]»f “ (}u’il‘tvy,” when the prisoner wishes

; i 1M A There might even be a good deal to be
s i ox I favour of some provision whereby a prisoner who has
by };‘(‘I)"‘f'ssml a wish to make such a confession beforehand should
or - dig'gn(m the opportunity to do so in the presence of some
50 ! it "lflt“""‘.‘-\'“'d judicial officers appointed for the purpose.  But
of | (‘ul;. flu.]t“ another question whether the detective, whose
er tim;‘ '1‘ 15 to search for evidences of guilt, and whose reputa-
as e ]".""’.d Personal interests are involved, is the proper person
ed I”ll‘t]"?' and reproduce such confession.  This question turns
1, let, ui ‘I‘I)Oll another, Ty it fairly conceivable that a prisoner
ub (’Ollfl; My a woman of highly nervous temperament, in the
j:‘lf; ”“ti‘)'im:];z;:i hlf:‘l:l'(t)l]' ?nu'sed. ]V)y ;‘wrest on so terrible an aceu-
" fir ke .nr(mn mt.o such a state that S))ft would

| she wight als ht‘«Ll/(‘,}ll'(‘]]tN 1{1 the attempt to explain what
an : confrony v (lﬂe.am Suspiclous circumstances, and afterwards,
b a‘ her cunfed' with proof of the falsity of such statements, in
ed the D*‘riu?mn and  despair, desperately resolve to cut short
he sion 9 | 'I?l(‘e of suspense and torture by fabricating a confes.

question, in a word, resolves itself into one of the
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: y of permitting the ofticer, whose personal and, if we
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st ‘“"’yitlll:z]f,l(:; \i\"m"(l fm: want of ;l: l)(‘*,t/ter, professional interests
it | of o confoy | 1 w(:urfng a conviction, to take the place, st
o oryand afterwards of a witness in court ?
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‘“iﬂ_ _—— (})n 1\’1,1)Txtl:n_)’(!\"*rlillg'lnsL:LbLho Massey Music
s - 1all, Max O’Rell appeared— he does not
ot i of ovey three (] lecture, he « ;L!)peenl's ”—f—:})(éf()].’(t :uf :wdiencu
s g (:]larﬂct(fl‘isti(. tvmus;md, and (hsfenurs(e(l.m his original and
he | ““ll(l_\-, ang P ‘\\:Lyr ‘:leut' the little foibles of John Bull,
s t tureg. wp'}] ,ju. Theve is only one Max O’Rell. His lec-
oy They are lm};-l'f’“»itp]‘)e:l,m‘nc("s --have adistinctionall their own.
her § i Syle iy v 1]<.LI‘llt, fullof .\vmlom and w1t., and fun.  Though
de | of l’(‘ing fri\r( ll,‘.{ 1t and ajry !1(2 never gives the impression
20t | M pregge] - ’}(.H.l,\ or sul?(-)'ﬁcml. ‘ ()-n the contrary, one is
o'} eennegy of )}1i s thoughtfulness, his intellectuality, and the

s msight and the breadth of his observation,
4N somewhe
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re remarks that the secret of humour
e observation. But Mark Twain “isn’t in it 7 with
:‘;e'si(les which, unlike the Amervican humourist,
an 18 nevey guilty of exaggeration, nor does he
N Bood taste.  His sense of the fitness of things is
v sil:itml:imlll::w'ttwf) e;llft)\\\ hi_fh i(,,t'ive.,‘him a \Vvholly

W te home . gst speakers and writers of to-day. He
Wit} * truthy pot

;t(’/dé Sl frrestag only without giving offence but
v Ardeg; hit ]au{;l hll le gm;;d humounr that those who are
o 1' ess l'elnarka])]:.l-t e I].le]'l'lest.. The other gift is none the
blleréé 1.s1.inimitzt})1e U‘l‘“' & single witty 1'enmrki or even in one of
w04 tich ap 01dinb ances, he reveals a national charactevistic
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or nany minutes to express ina laboured essay o specch.
We should, indeed, be sorry to think that Max ORell had
visited Canada for the last time.  Tn conversation with a
representative of T Week he spoke of a lecture on
“Women” he might deliver heve some day. Tt will he a
genuine pleasure to see and hear him again,

Japan appears to have at length suceeeded
Theppr::i):”sc’f in forcing China to humiliate hewself by
suing directly for peace. Tf the energy
and persistence with which the former nation has pushed on
the war, have placed her side by side with the most civilized
powers of the West, so, too, does her determination to use
her advantage to the utmost, leave her no whit hehind even
Germany, when she had her heel upon the neck of France.
Should peace he coneluded upon the terms now offered, or
upon the still harder terms which will be insisted on later if
these are rejected, and  should the Chinese Empire be saved
from the disintegration with which it will be threatened in
consequence, one can bot wonder whether its subsequent
course will inany wise resemble that of the French Republic,
That will depend upon the stuff’ of which the people are
made,  Should the humiliation of defeat he succeeded, as in
the case of the French, by a fierce and unconquerable thivst
tor revenge, and should the people prove capable of a tithe of
the same self-denial and persistence in preparing to take it,
the immense superiorvity of China  in population and natural
resources should enable her in the course of a score or so of
years to retaliate with terrible effect upon her comparatively
slender antagonist.  And yet, harring the question as to
which was the aggressor in the first place, and assuming the
war to have been justifiable on the part of the conqueror,
Japan can hardly be blamed for having refused to listen to
the proposals of any third parties so long as her adversary
was unwilling to confess herself heaten, and ask directly for
terms of peace.

President Cleveland's Message to Congress
President Cleveland's

must have heen written this year under
Message.

rather depressing conditions.  Ttis, how-
ever, as usual, astrong and able document, a little labourved,
perhaps, but containing much sound advice which the
people’s representatives would do well to heed. Without
raising again the whole question of tariff reform, the Presi-
dent shows clearly that he still has the courage of his con-
victions.  Tn advocating the abolition of the duties on coal,
iron and sugar, and of the restrictions on the purchase iLlld
use of foreign-built ships, he urges reasons so clear and
cogent that it is difficult to see how any thoughtful person
can gainsay them.  Nevertheless, such arve the influences and
exigencies of partyism, it is very doubtful whether either
reconumendation will be adopted. Tt may he doubted, in
view of the severe eriticisms which the issue of the recent
gold loan has called forth, whether Mr. Cleveland’s defence
of that action will he aceepted as satisfactory, though his
argument, based on the absolute necessity of preserving the
national credit from the possibility of suspicion or danger,
will be hard to dispose of.  The desirability of taking a leaf
out of Canada’s book for the improvement of their national
banking system must sooner or later force some action upon
Congress, though it is doubtful whether, under present con-
ditions, any such action can be taken upon his recommenda-
tions during the present session.  In fact, all the conditions
seem to foreshadow a rather tame and unproductive session.
To most nations a deficit of seventy millions of dollars on the




