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it bas aiways been managed, and Canadians feel a just pride iii its long
and honourabie career. It begatn in our national infancy, and it is just
that it should share in the prospcrity it lias donc so iuchi to promote.
There are only seven other joint stock banks in the Empire that wcre in
existence in 18 18-the Banks of England and Ireland, already referred to ;
four in Scotland, and one Colonial bank. The last five have paid up capi-

tais averaging littie more than one-half that of the Bank of INontreal.
The average number of branches of the four Scotch banks is one hundred
and nineteen. The Colonial one-thp Bank of New South XVaies, estab-

iished in 1817-has one hundred and dighty.two branches, and the market

value of its stock is three hundred and fifty.

THE TEMPERA NCE Q UESTION A GAIN.

THE advocates of temperance sern to be divided for the moment as te the
policy to be pursued on the question which is nearest their hearts. Some

are unwiliing te abandon IlLocal option " without further struggle, whiie
others are disposcd te commence an agitation for total prohibition, under

the authority of the Dominion Government. Iligli license and limited
license meet ne faveur froru them, which is not matter for astonishmient.
Iligli license mercly adds te the (lesire te selI more liquor te pay the tax.
Reducing the number ef taverns, whiie there are stili sufficient te ofl'er an
open door te every inobriate, is as irrationai as fasteningy the stable door
after the horse is stelen. But of ail the foulies of whichi meni have been
guiity, in connectien with the liquor question, commend me to the proposal

tei establish at public expense asylums for the cure of inebriates. License
the tavern te enable men and women to drink and whien their appetites
have become depraved, try te cure themn by a short abstinence and turn
them eut te faîl once more under temptation, the fate of ninety-nine
inebriates among a hundrcd !

The out-and-out prehibitienist is logicai in bis methods wbiatever may
be thouglit of bis chances of success. Absolute entire suppression of the

traffic is a complete remedy for intemperance, and 1 do net suppose that
the worid would lose mucli if it were carricd into effeet, while the gain

would undoubtedly be enormous. That the use of alcehol is often benefi-
cial 1 have ne doubt. A recent writer in the Century illagazine who speaks
with autherity, and is evidently master of bis subjeet, deciares stimulant te
be a valuable aid te digestion, and many can support bis statement from
persenal experience. But the view of Carpenter, and other writers on the
side of total abstinence that stimulus can be had in a iess seductive form
than that which is 110W so cemmon, is likewise truc. It does seem, bow-
ever, rather a streng interference with the liberty of the subject te grant
the necessity for stimulant and proceed te limit not the quantity but the

character of the agent. Every one knows how various are the idiosyncracies
of the human stomach, that "lwhat is one man's meat is another man's
poison," and it is net probable tbat till the worid at large bas attaîned to a

much higher state of development than it bas yet reached will there be a gene-

rai agreement te the total suppression of alcohol. It is true that Mahomet
secured gdneral obedience from bis foliowers in the matter. The truc
believers, bowever, if we can reiy upon the reports of traveliers, have always

drank and now drink a good deal upon the sly, and it must be recollected
that the false prephet feund cenverts in bot countries only where the
atmesphere affords of itseif sufficient stimulus.

People may argue and joke about the liquor traffic, but it is bcyond
denial that drunkenness is a gigantic cvii, dcstroying, seul and body, mil-
lions of men and women every year, and inflicting untoid misery on their
relations and fricnds. Very few deny that seme remedy is necded.
Numbcrlcss have been the checks put upon the liquor traffic fromn the
earliest ages te the present time. Ail have faiicd. A thoroughly pro-
hibitory liquor law fer the Domninion would meet witb strenuous opposi-
tion in Parliament, and from the press and people at large. It could only

be enforced at enormous expense and with a repetition of the serious
conflicts which have niarked the carcer of the Scott Act. Net oniy men

of the baser sort would resist the law, it, would be set at defiance by many

respectable citizens. Even an attempt could not be made te put it in

operatien without an expenditure of many millions to recompense the muanu-

facturers. The smuggling from the States and the illicît manufacture would
be enornieus and have a demeraiizing eflèct, on large sections of the com-.

munity. Temperance men have notbing just now presented te them by
their leaders save a long expensive struggic, witb no better resuit in view

than the failure which the Scott Act bas encountered.
Since my first letter on the subject appeared in TuiE WfEEK, I have

been frequentiy asked whether it was the Swcdish law that I proposed te

introduce into Canada 1 With the aid of City Librarian Bain, to whom
ne one gees for information in vain, I iearned that the Swcdish systeni is

one of local option. the regulations being mainiy lef t te the municipal
authorities te fermulate. What is cailed the Gothcnburg system, intro-

duced by the magistrates of that town under the Permissive Actj.diflers in

one particulsr frem any ether that 1 have heard of. They do nef«allow the

liquor sellers te make a profit from their customers. The municipaiity
gives a monbpOly te a cempany, composed of the best citizens, which sup-

plies the dealers, twenty-five in number, with brantvin, a kind of whiskey.

Cheap food is providcd in aIl the taverns, and the keepers seil the liquor

at coat, and make their living by the profits on the food, Ilotels of a

higher ciass and grocers are aiiowed te selI without mucli restriction.
There is net mucli comfort for prohibitionists in these regulations, thougli

drunkenness is said te have diminished in consequence of the iow taverna

having been closed. Those who go te the licensed tavcrns have every

facility for drinking spirits with their meais, the price of brantvin being

low aid the quaiity good, and there is apparentiy ne fixed limit te the
quantity, eue writcr mcentioning that customers re-appear ten or twelve
tumes during the day. The taverns close at eight p.m., and it is te be
presumied that liquor wouid be refuscd to any one obviously intoxicated.

Prohibitionists desire the extinction of the importation, manufacture
and sale of strong drink of ail kixxds, and they think that in tirne they Will
attain their object. But, in the meantime, they must sec that liquor Wl11

be frecly sold and drunkenucss will incrcase. The assumption by the
Government of the Dominion of the importation, manufacture and sale of
liquor would be a long step towards the objeet desired by Temperance mdii.-
It would brin, the traffie directly under the control of Parliament, anid

conscquently of the people. The distilleries and brcwerics would be pur,

chascd or worked by their prescut owners under Governmcnt supcruntend-
ence. As the sale was reduccd by strungent regulations against the use Of

imimoderate quantities by any on1e, and the entire stoppage of supplies tO
the intemperate, the manufacture would be graduaily lcsseued, and machi11ý
cry wearung eut would net be reîîcwcd. Thus the violent measure preposed
by the Probibitionists of stopping the manufacture in a single day, withOt
compensation te owners, would be avoidcd, and the Govere ment placed ini 1
position to follow public opinion as expresscd at the polis. If it demaidd
total prohibition after a trial of restricted Govennment sale, it could be
granted with very littie trouble or expense. If, ou the contrary, the
systeni ef restriction preventcd drunkenncss and cousequcut crime, the
moderate sale would be continued. It niay be said that suppression Of

drunkenness will be diflicuit, but it will net be impossible. Let the GO"'
ernment undertake the sale, aided, not merely by tectotallers, but by &Il
the decent men in the community, and drunkenuess cati be put dowii by
strict limiting of the amount sold te ail and entire prohibition for the Man~'
or woman known to be intemperate. Even the secret drunkard is easily.
detectcd. His friends and relatives knew bis wcakness, and by commUun»
eating the fact privately, te the authorities, would secure stop page O f the
supply. The public drunkard wouid be reported by the polie. AIl thBt
is mere inatter of detail. Give a wiilingness on the part of the publiO te
submit Fto total prohibition-allged te exist by Temperance men-and
submission te a liinited supply to the sober and total abstinence for the

drunkard is easy.
I ami prcpared to find Prohibitionists reject this plan, but as tume g010

on, and thcy tind theinselves blocked in their efforts for total prohibition'l
they will be glad te accept my proposition. J. GORDON BRoW9N

VIL LA NELLE.

SPRuNo froin a sword-sheath fit for Mars,
Sharp and straight, of a gay glad green,

My jonquil lifts its yeilow stars.

Barter, would I, for the dross of the Czars,
These golden flowcrs anîd buds fiftcen

Sprung froni a sword-sheath fit for Mars

iBarber, would you, these scimiitars,
Among which lit by their light se keen

My jonquil lifts its yellow stars ?

No ! For the breast may break its bars,
The hcart its sheil at siglit of the sheen

Sprung froni a sword-sbeath fit for Mars.

Miles away from the mad carth's jars,
Bencath its leafy and shining screen,

My jonquil lifts its yellow stars.

And 1, self-scatbed with mortal scars,
I weep when I sec in its radiant mien,

Sprung froni a sword-sheath fit for Mars,
My jonquil lifts its yellow stars SEutA1;f'o

THE ANGLICAN SYNOD.

W.E are glad that we are, ou the whole, able te congratulate the Bishop

of Toronto and bis diocese upon the procecdings at the meeting«O the
Syned last week. Ini the first place, it was gratifying te learn th y
varions societies and erganizations for educationai and miissioflary Por

poses are in a fiourishing condition, and that their financial state 10
prosperous than in former years. artl

Again, it is a sincere matter of congratulation that the bitter p od,
spirit which formeriy marred the proceedings of thc Anglican S1xxeey
sems te be dying out. It is a scandai te Christians, in which ne t olberr
the particular cemnwnity concerned is interested, whcn bot atid bSt us
disputes break out among those who profcss the saine religion- All
surely worse when the strife is among, members of the saine ChurO "a
communions must rejeice te know that this evil spirit *iS passîflg tio
We do net, of course, mean that it is extinct in any deieniîn tâb-
Among Preshyterians it is stili found that representatives of the "'1d o
lished Churcli of Scotiand on the ene baud, and representatives Ofte O
Churcli on the other hand, will go into different lobbies whend iv th

takes place. And se, among Anglicans, the tendencies represented b.Y ju
Hilgh Churcli, Low Churcli, and Broad Churcli (AltitudflaraI, thel)
nanian and Latitudinarian, as Bisbop Wilberforce used te cal' hn
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