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AGAIN the report is cabled that the Dominion Premier is to be raise
to the Peerage, and to become our next Governor-General. The Oppos
tion organs, of courae, scout either idea as incredible. Why Sir John
proposed elevation to the Peerage should be incredible, when tituis
honours of ail kinds are eagerly sought for, and have already been freel
conferred upon Canadians, it would be difficult to say. There is mor
reason for doubting that lie will be made Governor-General, though, no,
that the duties of the office have bean ail but abnegated, any Canadian c
blameless life and good standing may fitiy assume the barren titie. Bu
why should it not be fitting that Sir John Macdonald should .get th
appointment ? The Opposition organs suppiy the ainswer, and in supply
ing it they condenin themselves and ail w4ose Itrade is faction. "0 f ai
Canadians, " says the Globe, "lthe life-long leader of a politicai party is th
last man who shouid be placed in a position where perfect impartiality i
the first requisite." But this argument, which, by the way, wouid closl
the Bondi to overy practitionor at the Bar whom had enterod political life
only shows to what straits party politica, have brouglit us in Canada. Whj
should engagement in politics dobar any main from, filiing the highest, or
even the lowest, position in the land, except on the ground that no man
can toucli Ganadian politics without bei.ng eithor dJefiled or dofamed 'i Il
this is our contemporary's argument, will, our contempora,ry do. Iiofthing
to wipe away its disgraco 1

Now that the last of the constituoncies have, acquittod themselves of
thoir duty in the exorcise of the franchise, it wyill bo curions to note, at the
approaching meeting of the Dominion Parliament, whether tiose members
who were returnod as IlIndependonts " wilI defy bothi earty-whips and
maintain their political neutrality, or whother they wiIl speedily and
greodily range tiemsolves under tie banner of one or other of the extisting
Parties. It may be said that the policy or the meaMures, to be voted upon
wiIl furnish no truc tests of thoir independence, for ti.ey can oniy vote
IlYea"» or IlNay " on questions submitted to thoir consideration, and on
which they may be calied upon to register their opinions. But tbis reason-
ing proceeds on the supposition that there is in pol 'itics no via media, no
middle course to be taken or suggested betweeg the extremes of party
poiicy the following of whici may be the true fulfilling of public duty.
To aŽrm this is to set at nouglit the experience of evoryday life in other
matters thien politics, for in almoat every decision we come to, if wo are
wise, we take the safe path which gomnerally lies midway between two
extreinos. Wby cannot we apply the saine principle of action in poiitics,
and commit ourseives alone to lthat uine which nine times out of ton right
and reason, suggost as the best and safest to foilow iIt lias already beeau
said in these columns tiat il is no iaw of Nature tiat there shall be but
two political parties; and whule thase parties are simply and only those of
',1 t4~e outs " and " he ins," without definite objects, in the main, consistent

* 'ýith patriotism and the public wants, siavish adherence to either of hhem
çannoh ho the dictate of expediency or of reason. Ours is the day of trial
for aIl things, and boti in Canada and in the mother land the day of trial
has corne for Party' Government. If the system is to maintain itef unar-
raigned, and part>' seifishness and rancour are not ho make shipwreck of
tie nation, the oid virtues of Parhy mush manifest themselves and number

* wihhin its fold mon of fair and independent minds.

THE haggliug over the Fisheries matter by tie United States, and the
apparent unwiilingness to, do Canada justice, are not creditable to lie poli-

~'tical represontatives of the great neighbouring nation. Their attitude on
bie this question, wiich is no more complex tian n simple obligation of duty

at adriglit, soshow far wehave gone in tiese degenerate days fromn that
:_ old-fashioned statesmanship which, whatever the cost, could not be got to,

de shuffle or evade, and wou. 'scorn to swerve fromn the pati of honour for
o- the sake of the popular vote. Nor doos journalism soem to make good
Zn the deterioration in modern politics, for it seems also affected with the

- palsy of a like disregard of bonour. The other day an American news-
paper, in discussing this more than Lenten Fish mather, made the heroic
suggestion that the Uniî'ed States should ignore the treat>' of 1818, and
faîl back on the provisions of the Treal>' of 1783, whici, in recognising the
Independence of the revolted colonies, granted Americans more favourable
fisher>' privileges than the>' obtained by tie later Convention. Jn comment-

in ing upon this reckless suggestion, the Montreal Gazette very aptly reminds its
' American contemporar>' that the Treat>' of 1783 was abrogated by the War

of 1812, and tiat the Convention of 1818 is the sole international arrange-
ment exisîing. If this latter Convention ho annulled, the return will ho,

,d as lie Gazette ver>' proper>' points out, not 0 the Treat>' of 1783, whici is
non-existent, but to the first principles which govern nations in the

s.absence of an>' Ireal>' whatever. "lIn that case," says our Monhreai con-
temporar>', Ilaway would go aIl] tue privileges which the Americans now

di have, and which their fishermen have long abused ; and Great Britain
i- would be justified in looking at, and in acting towards American fishermen
'5 as foreigners of an unfriendly sort, nmen wio have just revolted succeas-
.r fulI>', and wlio had deprived tbemselves of aIl rigits and privileges in
Y the heritage of British suib jects on this Continent." This view of the
le case, doubtless, lias not occurred to lie writer in the AAfierican journal,
IV' and, if it bas, to himi and his kind it may not be ver>' alarming. But there is

flittle need, we should hope, to argue the matter on these linos or in an>'
Sbut the most reasonabie and conciliator>' spirit. The conditions of the

a Treaty of 1818 wiil be only justly and righteously insisted upon by Can-
ada, in an>' negotiations with our neigibours, and b>' tiem, when the>'

1fally understand their obligations, and until some otlier agreement is come
c ho will no doubt ho as jusl>' and righteousiy observed.

IN this year of jubilee we can aflbrd bo look for a moment to Ger-
>man>' 10 congratulate the Kaiser on lie anniversary of bis ninehieth birth-

day, and to pra' thatlho nia>' ho spared yet man>' years to avert war and ils
* orrors from tie Continent. Thougi his reign dates back oni>' to 1861, tie
*intervening period lias been au eventf ul one to German>', and as a soldier, if

not as a statesman, hoe lias been no unimportant contrîbutor to ils glor>'.
*Tiere are comparativel>' few alive now whose eyes have seen the light of the-

eigiteenti century. When Emperor William was born, P9itt was forming tie,
second coalition of tie Powers against France ; and in tic straggle wiîh the
great Corsîcan that ended at Waterloo, lie was in the field as a soldier, nover.
dreaming in ail likeliiood of succeeding to tic throne, or of rivalIing tic-
career, of Frederick lie Great. Wliatever bis shortcomings as a Constitu-
tional monarci, bis services to the Fatherland have been many and pahrioîic,,
and uinder him Germany lias attained ho tic full stature of a nation. Tliough
lie lias not made Parliamentar>' Government a realit>', lie lias been no
despot ; and whiie lie lias kept his nation armed to ticý teelli, and becoine
lie arbiter of the Continent, hoelias ever counseîîed peace, and like a truc-
soldier lias souglit always, and in tie most effective way, to enforce il.-
Nor are tic moral influences of tic Kaiser's court and bis unblemished!
personal lifo the least of the glories of bis reign.

THE state of thinga in unbappy Ireland, tianks to its foreign enemies,
wio, in the disguise of friends, serve il wili ever>' forni of outrage, becomes'
worse and worse. To-day tic country, in large measure, is so given up ho-
lawlessness and crime liaI legislative remedies must for the lime ho laidi
aside, and safety for the nation ah large ho sougit in the suspension of the
Habeas Corpus Act and the proclamation of martial law. This, unques-
tionably, is a dread resort; but bow else can lie evii be combated, life and
properl>' ho cared for, and tie higi ends of justice ho served 1 Wall nigi
ever>' constihutional means of pacifying Ireland, s0 far as native agilators,
and foreign conspirators would allow them to ho applied, have hee'n tried'
and have failed; whilst almost lie wiole machiner>' of law in the counhry
has broken down. LIow cisc can this state of hhings ho met, if the foun-
dations of ail goverument are not to ho upset, and societ>' ho reduced ho
element2r>' chaos, than b>' lie resort ho some suci measure as seems now
ho ho conhempialed by Goverilment 1 If this means martial law, suspen-
sion of tic Habeas Corpus Act, and withdrawal of lie franchise fromn those
constihuencies that retumn Nationalists and traitors to Westminster,
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