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PiRLIMENTÂ1LY DEB4TES.

P ARTY journalisin is oflen justly blamed for captious and
unnecessary criticisin of opponents, and for blunderiug

and insincara attampts; nt defanding party coadjutors. flhe
fictions embodiad in Parliainantary procedure and rules of
debate bave long halped to keap the debates of the Bouse
of Communs aI a higlier level than the wordy combats of
newspaper hateks, but it is becoming more palpable every
session that rastraining decancies are losing Ibair hold, and
that our great repraseatative body is degeneraling froni the
true spirit and form of its great prototype in its hast days.
That modal of ail1 rapresanlativa asseumblies in Great Britain
is now struggling for ils very existence in the cboking gripe
of closura and obstruction. But our exparience is diffarent
and Canada's statasman have not just now to deal wvitb
questions involving issues of sncb gravity as Ihe Irishi Gor-
dian knot. Yat our Parliamentary dabates bave been
markad, at inlarvals. during last session aud lIme present, by
apisodas tendiug te lowar not only the cbaraclars of imdi-
vidual membars but the dignity of lIme wvbole Bouse. The
debate on the nianner in which lthe raturus of thme recaul
election ware gazatted furnishad a strong instance o f this.
Ia the first place the mattar was comparatively a trivial
,one. The neglect and delay might have bean quite acci-
dental, and it could not operale to the detriment of any
inembar who had a dlean record and a good defance against
any possible alaction petition. Yat, te' radsoma of the
speeches, one mighl imagine that. Magna CJharta lad been
violated and tbe Bill of Righls elndangered. The debata
audad witb an anti-climax more burniliating to e iClrk of
lIme Crown ia Cbancary aud bis friands Ihan anything thea
Opposition could-do-tha, reading of bis latter of explama-
lion. Probably la a whola'library of public documents no
latter could ha found writtan Imy a gentleman and a man of
business tbat would cause lthe writer toecut so conteînptible
a figure. No whinîng schoolboy conld produce anytbing
equally destitute of grammar and sense, and looking, on thme
face of it, so machi like a 1«shuffle." 0f course it inay ba a
perfectIy truthful'statement of the case, but it looks so
mnch like a confeassionu of caralessacas or ineompetence Ilmat
mosi men wonld have prafarred to confass the Lruth of th2e
accusation of partiality, and te brave thme consequeuces. No
ona likes a subordinate wbo bas lIma babil of inakiug lame
*excuses. 'Nothing is so, destructive of dîguity on the ona

aide and tamper on the other; but as in tbis case the House,
bas very-litIle of either lu lose, it may, and we hope will,
let the matter drop.

TaB CÂNADIAN B1RTnDAY J3oox. Cornpi]ed by Seranus.
Toronto, C. Blackett Robinson."

In the entire Jack of a coîuprehlensive collection. of Cana-
dian ver*se, this Birthdkiy Book will doubtiess bo wclcomed
by some readers. The selections are drawn froin many
sources, and, generally speaking, they have beenjudiciously
mnade, so far as the limitations which lthe compiler set bier-
self would permit. Much good venia lias thus bean rescued
from undeservcd oblivion, and given a new chance for famne
through hier efforts. Further, tha work is valuable inicalling
attention te the quantity and quality of Francli-Canadian
poetical literature. Among our English-speaking people
M. Louis Fréchette has hitherto, been looked upon as thme
embodiment of this lilerature, and bis reputalion among
lhem is due rallier te, the honour conferred upon him by the
French Academy Ihan to a knowledga 6f the comparative
merits of our French writers.

8h11l, ail books of this class are opan te a serions objec-
tion. It is of course a gracelass task to attempt te show
Ibat what lias bean done niight bave bean done batter. But
Ibis is preciseiy one of the chiai functions of the reviewer
of a growting litarature. Indiscriminate eulogy liarms both
writer and reader, and in avery way injures tha cause which
the ovar-benevolent crilic bas most aI heart. Mediocre
books of native writars bave been so unduly puffad in Can-
ada Ibat when a really good book is writan peopla are in-
credulous about its merits. Tbe antbor's chances of success
are tbus graatly lassenad, and a serious injustice is dona.
Tha growth of a native literalure cannot ha forced by any
such hot-bed metbods, and it is Urne the attenmpt wera given
ovarl.

Tbe fanit of -this book from a Iiterary point of viaw is'
the exccedingly fragrnentary nature of the selections. Per-
haps it will'be said that this was necessary from thea vary
nature of the work wvbicm tha compiler set out te accoinplish.
If Ibis bie the casa the necessity is graatly te lbe deplored.
It cannol at any rate ha said that a birtbday book was
itseif ntt ail a necessity. Most eanest readers of Ibis collec-
tion would probably have beau more Aban 'willing te dis-
pense with the birtbday pages antiraly.- Lookad upon aS
a work of art, a perfect poem is an organic unity fi-oni
which no part can ha takan without injury te, the wbole.
Though no perfect poams have been written in Canada, it la
likaly that nicat of our poetic writers had an ideal of the
kind referred te befora tbem as they wrote. Tliey made
their work as nearly perfect as thay weie -able. A mucli
more satisfactory view of our litaralura tharefore would ha
obtained fromn a collaction of compltt poams, aven if fewar
writers wara reprasen.ted. A shattarad Vanna is bettar than
noue, no doubt, but le us not Ibarafore wilfully break up
6iur statuary for convenienca of packing away, or for other


