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Sir Herbert Hoît, president of the Royal Bank of Can-
ada, on his arrivai f rom Liverpool, stated that the financial
situation in England is not at ail alarming. Great Britain
las ample means to pay for ail the supplies that she is pur-
chasing in America.

Mr. W. S. Dînnick, presdent of the Dovercourt Land.
Building and Savings Company, Limited, stated at the prize-
giving in connection with the company's backyard garden
competition, that if 8o per cent. of the backyard gardens of
Toronto, were devoted to the cultivation of vegetables, the
met value of the production would be $1,875,136. In the con-
test. he said, there were 616 contestants. and 513 of these
produced vegetables. The value of vegetables produced from
each 1,000 square feet was $30. About 70 of the contestants
raised chickens, from 'which the average profit to each was $30.
If i i out of every ioo gardens in the city were given over to
raising chickens ini the same ratio, said Mr. Dînnick, the
produce would be worth *2 6 4,ooo
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Mr. T. F. Aspden, super-visor of accounts and foreign
exchange for the Cainadian Bank of Commerce, Toronto, was
one Canadian representative attending the annual conven-
tion at Seattle of the Amnerican Bankers' Association, at
whïch 2,5o0 American bankers were present, andi which was
addressed, among others, by ex-president W. H. Taft. Mr.
Aspden las general charge of the foreign relations of the
Canadian Bank of Commerce. Twenty-five years ago it was
Mr. Aspden's duty to visit every town in the United States
of above 5,ooo Population in the Înterests of the First Na-
tional Bank of Chicago. Thjs institution was the first in the
United States tn cover the entire country in this manner, and
Mr. Aspclen was the first United States representative to dis-
charge this duty. He was with the First National Bank for
I15 years, and durirxg this perîod le gained his acquaintance-
slip wîtl aIl United States banking questions. He entered
the service of the Canadian Bank of Commerce in 1904, and
las been in charge of the foreign affairs of that bank since
that tîme.
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