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CASE Of IIYSTERECTOMY FOR FIBROID TUMOR Of THE
UTERUS: RECOVERY.*

13Y A. LÀi,*i iioizN-SMrrIII, MN. D.,
sur.~.n.i,-CI,îf Saîarita i uptai fu.r Wumeu, Monrea.

Mrs. -,-vears of age, consul ted me at the MNontreal
Dispensary for an enlargemient of tbe uterus, 'vhicli -she had
noticed oinlyabuut thrce rnonth,- ago. Shie %vas a very iIl-lookilng
%voinan. 1-1er skin %vas sallow, lier cyes sunken, lier chceks hiollo\v.
She had a hecart murmur, a very veak plsýe, geerlrnciaited,
albumen in the urine. Altogethicr she %vas ini s-uch poor condition
that when I sent bier into the W-estern Hospital, for- reinoval of the
uterus 1w' abdominal section, rn) bouse-surgeon telephoniec me to
corne anýd sec bier agini, as lie liarcly thougbit sbe w'ould stand an
,anestlieti.

Nevertheless, 1 clecidéd to operaite, for sbe w~as biaving profuse
menistruacition for the last five ycars, lasting five days everv no nth,
anci [ felt sure that bad andi ail as lier 1condition %vas,'it w'ould
certaitily not be better until the cause of the trouble wvas rernoveci.

Lil<e other gnecol ogis ts xvbo(. have watched the course of a
lrenumber of fibroicl tumors, rny (.p)InIon0 as to the harnmlessness

of these tumors bias undergone a great change dering the last ten
years. Formcerly we neyer tlio-ughIt of remioving U-iem until they
haci attained a vcry large -size, anci even tben wle were inclined to
delay operative interférence frorn year to year and depend upon
medical or electrical treatrnent, ini the hope cither of dimrnishing
the heinorrhage or arresting the gro\vtli of the turnor, or even of
carrying the patient alongs until the menopause sbould arrive;
but after a tirne we found that the menopause did not cor-ne on
at the usual p)erioci, but kept Up for five, ten, or even fifteen years
longer-if the w~oman liveci that long. Moreover, we founid that
many of flic women who hiad fibroid turnors, even after the flow
had stopped, continuccl to fail ini hcalth, generally dying, ini tcn to
twenty years before tlieir time from discase of the kidîncys, due to
pressure of the tumor on the ureters, or from constipation and
indigestion, owing cither to pressure on the stomnach andl intestines,
or, perhaps, by reflex action, due to i rritation of the great 3yliupa-
thetic: nerve. Others died from (!iÎatation of the beart, due to
defective nutrition, cau:slng dilatation and then failure of the valves
to Meçt, so that the blood rcgurgitated into the Iings and venous

*RZeid before the Medico-Citurgical Society of Montre.tl, March 24thi, 1905.
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