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EPISCOPAl, APPROBATION.

Ifthe Fnglish speaking Catholics of
Momireal and of this I’rovince consult-
2d their best interests, they woult s0an
maks of the “True Witness” one of the
mast prosperous and poicerful . tholis
papers in this country I hearlily
bless thuse who encourage this excellent
avork.

+ PAUL, Archbiskop of Montreal.

—

SATURDAY........

T CHRISTMAS.

“Thig is Christnins D.y. What a host
of “sweet affections and fond recollec
Aiomm,"” of gentle and kindly sentiments,
«cluster round it. For long ages the re-
.currence of this great festival haa been
.celebrated with joyfulness and merry-
ymaking, with family reunions, and,
what is betier than all, with the prac-
tice of charity towards the poor and
ineedy with & view tosecuring that they,
itoo, shall not lack the wherewithal to
share the common sentiment of rejoicing
.on the anniversary of the birth of the
Baviour of mankind. As to this laat
swamcd point, we bave already indicated
show thiasolemn and szered duty of ours
40 the pvor might beat be periormed,
how this pleasure of making others
happy might be enjoyed, how what
Holdsmith telicitously terms the ¢ luxury
of doing good” might moat properly be
4ndulged in.

Christmae well-wishing has been traced
back to the song of the ancels, “ Peace on
Larth to men ol good will!” just as the
custom of making Christmns gifts has
“been traced to the offerings of the Magi.
AWhatever may have been their origin,
both usages have been encouraged by
¢he Chorch.

Some people are often puziled sa to
avhat sort of Chr.stmas gift they should
. jpresent to friends and to members of
their family. Recentiy we pointed cut
ghe form that accepiable gitts motived
by a true spirit of charity might take,
As to gifts to members of their tamily—
t0 wives, or parents, or sisters, especi-
ally—perhaps the best form to be adupt-
£d would be that of a ebeet of fancy note
paper in which were written a (ew good
gesolutions, particularly one relating to
aome besetting sin, to be faithfully kept
until the [ollowing Coristmas., This
sort of gift would alao be very : ppropu
ate for New Year’s Day.

.DECEMBER 25, 1847

THAT EDUCATION BILL.

To judge from the newspaper reporte
.of it, the Education Bill iutroduced in
the Legislative Assembly by the Govern
paent is & very miid measure, simply ro
placing the Superinteadent of Public
Instruction by & Migister of Education
and making a few needed minor changes
in regard io teachers’ diplomus and aal.
aries and to the Goverment grants to
certain school districts, with the object
of assisting echools wnich are too poor
at present to (urnish proper facilities for
the c¢fficient primary education of the
children who attend them. In the few
remarks be made in moving its first
readiog the Hon. Mr. Robidoux—whao,
if the bill should become law, will be
4¢he first Minister of Education—saaid
that all it proposed to do was to substi-
fute n cabinet minister for the Su-
perintendent, leaving the Council of
~ Public Iostruction as it is at present.

But a perusal of the text of the bill it-
smelf shows that it is nothing of the kind.
Jt is, a8 & matter of fact, a measure of
themost revolutionary character, thelike
.of which has never been brought up in
:the Legislature of this Province asince
Lonfederation.

‘This will be seen from the kernel of
thebill--tbe chapter defining the attribu-
tions, powers and duties of the Minister
«of Education, which we reproduce:

- The Minister of Education bhas the
-, administration of the Department of
.. Public Instriction, and

"+ Hehas the administration and man-
' pgement of everything which concerns
public instruction.

He is the depository, of all documents
:alat.mg to matters. concerning the De-
‘partment.of }.’ubllc Inut.rucuon
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-~ He’ selech from.“th booku, maps,‘
globee, and. plane’ pproved ‘by either
oommmeeol the Gounc;l of Pablic In:
struction, “as the ocase may be, those
which are. 10 be used in the public
schools:

He sball prepare a demled atatement
of the sums required for public instruc-

the Legislature.

He sball annually communicate to

the Legislature a detailed statement
upon the state of education in the Pro
vince, with statistics upon the number
of achools and other educational insti-
tutions, the children attending thesame,
and other matters connccted therewith,
These st.tistics sball be furnished to
him, during the course of the month of
July in eaeh year. by the School Gum
mis-ioners and trustees and all educa-
tirnal institutions.
. He aball indicate in his annual report
to the Legislature what has been done
with the grants for education during the
p riod to which such reports relate.

He may hold, or order the holding of
inquiries, and be may recover the custs
thereof, in case of non-payment, from
tbhe party who as been condemned
thereto.

He may recommend tothe Lieutenant-
Governoreint Council the revucalion of
appointments made by the Iatter.

He may suspend any school inap:ctor
who refusea or npeglecls to obey his
orders.

He may, with the authorizition of the
Lieutenant Guvernor-in-Council, estab-
lish and assist art, literary and acientific
aocieties, museums or pieture galleries
founded by such societies; establish
competitions and distributing diplomas,
medals, or other marks of distinction for
scholastic, outside literary, or scientific
works ; establish schools for adults tor
tbe instruction of the working classes .
in general do everything that concerns
the encouragement and advancement of
public instruction, arts, letters, and
sciences.

The conferring of these extensive
powers upon the Minister of Education
is, as the above mentioned clauses in.
dicate, a very diflerent thing from
merely placing that Miniater in the
position hitherto held by the Superin
tendent of Public Instruction. As to the
Catholic Committee of the Council of
Publie Instruciion, it is to be composed,
if the bill passes, of an equal number of
prelatts  and of Catholic laymen.
Further on we read that **The Minister
of Ejucation is the visitor of all the
schools in Lhe proviace;” and as to in-
spection **T'ne Lieutenant G wernor-in-
Council may appoint Inspectors-General
with an anonal salary not exceeding
three thousand dollars each.” 'This lat
Ler clause seems to be considered by the
Governalent of unusunl importance, for
it is the only italicizad clanse in the
biil, which takes up ovne hundred and
eleven pages.

From the foregoing statement of the
autucratic power of the new Mioister of
Education, and of the other salient feat-
ures of the meansure, it is evident that
the a1m of the bill is to tuke the control
ot Catholic prinmary education cut of the
hands of the autbhorities of the Church,
and to place il in those of a cabinet
minister who may bea Protestant, a Juw
or an atheisat, (for there is no provision
that the Mimister of Education muat be
it Cutholic) ; to msecularize, in fact, our
whole aystem of Catholic primary edu-
cation, The bill has clearly been framed
in a spirit of hostility to the Catholic
Church, since it seems to rob her of one
of her most dearly cherished rights,—
namely, the right to superintend the
education of Qatholic childrea; and it
should therefore be opposed strenuoualy,
in every possible way, by every loyal
Catholic in the Legislative Assembly
and the Legislative Council.

AN INSTALMENT OF JUSTIGE.

We are giad to observe that Mr. H. J.
Kavanagh, Q.C., has been appointed by
the Court to be one of the three mem-
bers who constitute the Board of Re-e
visors. Mr. Kavansgh is one of the
ablest and most talented lawyers in
Montrepl ; and it is & matter of con:
gmtularion that in his person the claims
of the Irish Catholies of the city to
adequale répresentation on such im-
portant public boards should have been
recognized. In Mr. Kavanagh our Irish
fellow-citizens will be worthily, repre-
sented. It should be mentioned that
Mr, Kavanagh and one of his colleagues,
Mr. Lucien Huot, were placed in nom-
ination by His Worship Mayor Wilson:
|'Smith, who- in this instance has given
an additional proof of the high minded,]
sense of Jusme -and fair play. by whxch,
hu a.cuons a8 & publlc man ha.ve

tiop, which he shall submit annually to |

‘mikes the same mistake oftenest.,

noﬁ of woma.nul.nd the downfs!L of
man ” What do you think |

'EDITORIAL NOTES.

" Within a week wé shall be industri
ously writing 7’a in our letters when we
mean 8a.

!‘*

“* Well that’s hsrd luck,” :-xclalmed
the Kiondike gold seeker as he stubbed
his tue againat a half round nugge'..

* I

A bachelor fnend says that man
makes the most mistakes, but woman
Ever
noticed that?

*
’*

Mark Twain says: * Be good and you
will b lonely.” But just think of
all the time that you will have for re-
flection in your loneliness; therefore,
be good.

T w
‘.

Within a week we shall be ready for
the annual ceremony of “ turning vvera
new leaf.”” Generally, when a map turns
over a new leal he is not fully eatiefied
until he has succeeded in blolting the
new leal worse tban the firat one.

* *
*

Al the last meeting of Shamrock
Council, Catholic Benevolent Legion,
the president spoke in feeling termn ot
the death of Comrade Daniel Doyle,
which occurred on the 2nd inatant.
Resolutions of condolence were then
passed, and copies forwardzd to the
widow of the deceased comrade.

l *

A few days ago in Reading, Pa., a
County Commissioner reaigned his office,
saying that the salary was too emall and
that he could not honestly live on it,
and, as he did not wish to be dishonert
with the county funds. he thought it
better to give up office.  Just think of
that, wanted to be honeat; bah, what did
be want in a public office. Hnonest
ugh.

* ¥
*

New York is a strange city and there-
fore a city of strange things. Thelatest
addition to the stracge things of the
American metropolis isthe** ambulance
chaser.,” To explain: the ambulance
chaser is & peragn, efther & man or a
woman, who watchea out for accidents
and immediately goes to the aasistance
of the victim, eviden‘ly with only Sam-
aritan instincts, but really as the repre-
sentative of some tirm of lawyers. There
hias been a large increase inthe business
of accident insurance, and there has
grown up a rapidly increasing number
of lawyers who cornduct the business
on lines which make it possible for in-
surance companies 10 settle, numbera of
claime lor amounts much less than
claimed by victims of accidents. Then
ugain these people just as olten take up
the case of the victim and fight the

companies.

= %
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I, and, doubtless, many other people
have often wondered why the Britizh
soldier mcquired the sobriquet of
“Tommy Atkins,” by which the private
soldier is known the worid over. Now
it appears that the nickname bhad an
official origin, and was first used in the
inatructions to non-commiseioned officers
for purposes of illustration, Sample
blank returns were [urnished to sbow
sergeants and corporals and recruiting
officers how genuine ones ghould be
made ovt, and Thomas Atkins, private,
B company, was the fictitious name al-
ways used. Model individual reporta
were also included in the regulations
signed “Thomas Atkins, private, B
company,” or “Thomas Atkins, cor-
poral, C company,” or “Thomas Atkins,
X his mark.” Hence when a recruif ar
rived at a garrison the soldiera usually
addressed him as Thomaa Atkins until
they found out his real name. Drunken
soldiers reported themselves as Thomas
Atkins when they were taken to a police
atation until the public took it up, and
Tommy Atkins became an aflectionate
synonymn for the grllant warriors of
Her Majesty’s land foroes.

*
*l

After a few readings ol the scientific
press and some conversstion with learn
ed men, I bave come to the conclusion
that living is a very dangerous thing to
do, unless certain conditions are follow-
ed. Here is what one doctor says :

¢ Handshaking » ““ ia a -fearful men-
ace to public health. Most of the knuwn
types of bacteria have been found on the
pormal hand, and ‘the clinical demon-

otmtlon -supporting thesa conditione
is as undeniable as the knowledge of the

| cansative relation between the mlcrobes

and dizsease.” .
- Forages: mankind ha.s been mdulglng

in handuha}:mg without Xknowing any-

‘thing s.bout. the frightful. naku ingarre

.| stranger tddreuea you, torn and ran; :

how do you know that he isn't satursted
with bacteria? Make it a fixed principle
to live in aaahulnn, with hermetically

powerful disinfectants at hand night and
day. Justthink of it, the race has been
going on to destruction in its own way,
just for lack of a few aimple pr. oeuuona;
like these.

THE Rev. George Hepworth, D.D.,
writesin 3aturday’s Herald what hecalls
“the story of the loveliest of youths,
the childbood of Jesus.” ‘The article is
smart and catchy, written in theup to
date reportorial atyle considerably
affected by Protestant divines with 'a
weakoess for the sensational, &3., tinged
throughout with. what to & Catholic
mind can only be mildly described asa
spirit of irreverence., Mr. Hepworth
rather seems t0 patronize our Divine
Lord and Saviour. He weighs and mea-
sures and describes him as he mighta
Gladstone or an Abraham Lincoln, and
one is really at & loas to know whether
Mr. Hepworth believes in Our Liord as
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity,
equal in all things tn His Father, or
simply as a great reformer—of course the
greatest—but atill to be put in the same
category a8 cong.erors, Boddha, Ma.
bhomet. Joe Smith and the latest on the
lirt, General Mra, Ballington Booth. We
leave cut Martin Luther and Hepry VIII.
Not once does he refer to Christ as our
Divine Lord or our Divine Saviour, but
is very careful to omit the adjectives,
and in one paragraph thus describes the
bome in Nazareth and its influence : —

*“The topography of His home must
have had a broadeniog influence on His
young mind,for everyonewho is not at all
receptive is affected by his surroundings.
Life in a valley is apt to be narrow. The
people who sec only small things are apt
to be amall themselves. If youlivein g
hollow, you bave prejudices.”

Does Mr. Hepworth, D.D, wish us to
infer thatv bad our Saviour lived in &
hollow He might havebhad prejudices and
perhaps never have dreamed of his
mission, and that consequently we owe
Christianity to the accident of Ilis
bhaving passed Ifis early years in 2 hilly

country ?
*

*
»

THE Oatario Department of Agricul
ture haa just isaned a blue book entitled
the ¢Statistics of Oaotario.” It is a
digest of the reports of the Buarean of In-
dustry and contains some very interest.
ing facts. The population of the pro
vince, according 10 the municipal as-
gossers, was 1,972 289, showing & net in-
crease of 3 269 in the 483 townshipe, an
increase of 9,487 in the 99 towns, an in:
crease of 4 719 in the 13 cities, and a de-
crease of 2579 in the 136 villages,

The total aesessment of the province
is $814917 633, being a reduction of
$6,548 538, every class above showing a
decrease,

The taxes imposed were $193 61 less
than in 1895, and were equivalent to
$6.15 per head of population, and 14.68
mills on the dollsr.

The debenture debt, which now atanda
at $51,885,991, or $2651 per head of
pepulation, shows an increase of $2,171,-
404, notwithstanding that $2 158,567
was paid on this “account dunug the
past year. The “Hoating” or tempora.ry
{iabilities, however, shows a decrease of
$885 488. The debenture debt in 1886
was $20,024 863 for all municipalities.

The iusterest account showed an ex-
penditure of $2 578220, or about 21 per
cent. of the taxea imposcd. The assess
exceedcd the liabilitiea by $6,958 398.

***

WE gledly give place in our columus
to some beaotiful and seasonable linea
from the pen of Agnes Bart, whose con-
tributioos to the TrRUE WiTNEss have
been many, snd have always cornmand-
ed the admiration of its readers.

——

The anonal solemn Requiem Mass for
the_repose of the deceased Brothers of
Branch No. 1,CMB A, of Quebec, was
celebrated by Rev. De, L Callaghan in
St. Patrick’s Church, on Wednesday,
220d inst.

¢ General Gordon found none buat the
Romun Catbolic who came up to bis
idea! of the abaclute sell-devotion of the
apostolic missionar .”—Canon Ta.ylor,
Furtnightly, October, 1888,
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SPECIAL NOTICE.

The readers of the True WITNEsSS are
respectfully invited 1o call and inspect
-‘my choice asscriment of Furs for Ladirs
and Gentlemen, which consist of Ruffs,
Mufls, Capes of all kinds, Colla.rs, Boas,
;.Gaqnplets, Caps,efo. ~ .

S Our’ fa.cllltlep and our 385 years of ex-.
perience in the ‘Fur business is-aguar-

tee to all'who are desirous of having:
Fur. garnifnl,s ‘made to order or:

oda and prices

“ABMAND- Dom, :

sealed doors and windows, and keep

A'I' SPEOIAL PRIGES.

T0 MEET THE WANTS AN.. PURSES OF ALL. .'AIJ. OUR LIQUORB ARE
GUARANTEED PURE AND munm. :

CHRISTMAS CASE'No. | AT $6.00.

Containing;
bottlea Pale Sherry Wine 1 bottlt Brandy
g hottles 'Pctlm Wino } bottle %.,i.,“h va;,k”
e A tile Ginger Wine
hi lk r’ Bye Whisrey 1 botta
bottles “Valkers 12 bottles in all for $6.00, in

CHRISTMAS CASE No. 2 AT $9.50.

: Containing

1 quart bome Srarkling Champagne
2 bottles Table Sherry

2 bottles Tawny Port Wine

2 bottles Saperior Claret Win

2 bottles Wnlker's V 9. Ryc Whiskey
V.0 Seo‘ h W

1 boule Holland &m biske
12 bottles in all for $9.50.

CHRISTMAS CASE No. 3 FOR $(2.75.

3 bottle Walker’s ** Extra 014" R
1 botle 1585 N frmady ve
1 bottle V.0. Seoteh Whiskey
1 bu\lls (Bouble Berried I"maat Hollands Gin

12 botties in all for $12.75

2 quart bottles Sparkling Champagne Wine

2 hnttles Superior Dinner Shorey (dry or [rully)
2 bottle Very Superinr Port Wine

2 bottles Superior Ularat Wine

In orde» to me*t the wants of Custome.s in town and mnntrv we will pre-pay the freighe
or Expresa charges to any Station within 300 miles of Montreal ox a0y one or more of
the above Special Assortsd Cases for the Chrirtmas and New Year’s Holidsys.

23 Remit in Cash or by Express Money Qrder or Post Office Order,
FRASER, VIGER & C0

FTRASER, VIGER & COo.,

Importers, Family Grocers and Wine Merchanty,

Italian Warehouse, 207. 209 and 211 St. James Street.
FHEHREREREE EREEEER EHE
% C HRISTMAS AND
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There are jewellers that
advertise that they are sell-
ing 25 p.c., 40 p.c and 50
per cent. cheaper than their
competitore.

DO NOT BE DECEIVED.

The Cheapest Place is

heodore A Gl‘Othe,

MANUFACTURING JEWELLER,
051 ST- LAWRENCE J4AIN ST.

You will find the greatest selection of :

Baby's rings, 5%c. 750, and $1 00 each.

Ludiea' rings, 75¢ $1.00, 2 00 and 1o $160 &0,

Nickel Watches (guamnteed) $1.75 and $2 00,

S 1id silver watches. $3 25 $4 50, $5 00 #6 00 to 25 00,

Guld Watches, {tilled casen), $6 00, $10.00, 813 00 tn $60.00,

Gold Watches (sohd), $10 00, $15 00, $20 00, $30.00 to $150.00.

R illed Gold Chains, 75¢, $1 00, $1 50 to $10 ¢,

Luhea and Gents® Gold Chnma from $10.00 to $50.00.

Choice Pocket Booke, 50 75¢, $1.0 0. $1 50 to §6 00,

Mutch Bxes, Glgnrﬂt,e Cnees, Bun B Boxes, Glove Boxps. Tooth
Brushea Silver Mounted Curling Tongsand Jewel Br .\t!Of alldescriptions,

Piano Lamyps. Bronze Statues, s great selection of Gilt, Bronze and

Porceilan Ornaments.

Gnld and silver mounted walking sticks.

We are manufacturing to orier all designs of chaina, lockets and
geals OQOur specialty inthis line, the excellence of the setting of stones.
B
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Glaret for Boys. Port for Men, and Brandy for Horoau. was a famous saying of Dr. Johnson's.
that as it may, the fact remains that

CENUINE PORT

y3a driuk that no man need be afraid of,
It is & gonorous, high-fAavored Wine, alike exbilarating and digestive, and unequalled in restora-
tive power.

thatically o Stout and Ifearty Wine anc to be reli-hed by those in the full vigor of
mantioud. had ot the sume time THE WINE PAR EXCKLLENCE FUR TNVALIDS, &

We offer, in bottle only

SILVA & COSENS’ AND DOW’'S CHOICE PORT WINES.

Per Per
. battle, dozen.
No. 1, Silva’s Light Tawny Port «eorciiarinsiaiiiiiiiinans i eearserresnieiine $0 70 &7 50
No 2.Silva’s Tasny Port _ cievvecireeiisteioues ceienises tiasin Centasen . 080 ] 50
N5, Silva’s Very TEWny Port  ticivraainiimiiriatiiiatontsniinianerersierans 0 90 925
No. 7 Silva. Medinm Body Port ..... 100 410 25
No 9, Dow’s Dry Rubr Port. 110 11 50
No. 11, ~ilva's Very Fine Light 01\1 Port ool 120 12 50
¥o.13, Dows‘eryl'l eDry Port_ .o o0 cieriiies cireina b ereraes veieee 3. 15 00
Silva’s " Old Imperia'.” Dry 0]11 Tawnv Port. (n perfeet gemle. s miaaiiiniinians 140 16 (0
‘And Silvn's 185t Viatage, Very Fine 01d Teway Port ** Tho Emperor”.. ciesne 22 24 00

The ahave Wi-os, shipped by Mossrs, filva & Cosems. who control ithe old nnd frmous brand of
“W. DOWS. PORTS. we propnse_tn enrry in bottle only, and wo will deliver them_in caso lots
EXPTess or Freight Charges Prepaid, to any station or oxpress offico in the Provin o ©
Ontnrio, Quehee, No- 2 Seoti. nn. New Brunswwk &t the above dozen prices, in oase lots of not less

than 1 dozen b.ttles. FRASER, VIGER & CO,

HERE ARE OUR OLD STANDBYS.
GOOD OLD. PORT. WINES

In Wood n.nd. notﬂe.

R A N
- . o tle. gallon. . dosen.
“ Royal Wine'" £150, *¢ Pu'rhcu’ln. Oldnst" ......... (renerainn seansie B 200 $500
T}'ﬁ . e Recra £, * “Oldost and Uhoicest™, . e 200 . pE0 2000
P 8., ! Privote Stock,” Tawny.V l|v' ldDeucu.tu.. - o ITRo oGO 19 %g
B.P No 3, ' Bxtra Particular 01d"0L - . . 150 800 17
< S Choico_ I lreligste.. e 125

Neo. 10, Very Superivr. Rich Old Wma 1.08

No 1, Fine Fruity Wine ..... ' QTR

Na 2.8uperior Sound Younx Por ) ‘tJI gg

Tarragona, Genuine Win
Peleo Islnnd Exr.,ra- Old Port,” 1888 0eersaes




