.- - The" lloﬁl‘!g?.:l‘l;i#é!;i,ﬁf}e»ift discourse’
. was delivered in - Bt. Alphonsus” Church,
" . Grand Rapids, Mich., Sunday, Qctober
'29¢h, by Rev, Girardey, 0.8S.R. o
. Nothing is. ‘more necessary in. the
.-world than the.Catholic priesthood. No
one can sufficiently. appreciate the past
and present- berefits’ conferred by it-on
. mankind, not only in thespiritual order,
but also .in the temporal. = By convert-
ing the pagan ‘world to the Christisn

. religion, the priesthood rescued the:

human race from the ruin and extinc-
tion into which paganism, by its gross
ignorance aud its shocking and degrad-
iog corruption, - was fast- plunging all
mankind,  The Christian religion with
~ its priesthood did not appear a moment
too .scon on earth to save society by
entering upon its divine mission of
feweneration, Christianity’s beneficial
effects on the bhuman race were due
. principally to the labors and influence
of ita priesthood. Such i8 the testimony
. of genuine history. :

IT WAS THE CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD,

dirooted and puided by its bead—the
Pope—that converted, humeanized aud
civilized our ancesturs —there barbarous
hordes which had overrun Europe, de-
stroying every mere human institution
and almost every vestege of civiliza-
tion. It was the Catholic priesthoud
that first mitigated the frightful slavery
that had obwnined in paganism, and
then took measures to bave it abulished
altogether. It was the Catholic priest-
houd, under the guidance of the Pupes
argivg and arning Christendom for
four and more centuries, that saved
Earope from being turned into Ma-
homaedan provinces, and thereby pre-
vented the utter extinction of the
sciences, the aris and civilization it~
sulf. It was the Catholic priesthood that
taught the converted barburians agrcul-
ture, the sciences, the arts, the art of
governing. It is the Catholic priestbood
that bas produced, or at least inspired
the greatest geniuses, the most profound
thinkers, the most eluquent orators, and
the most noble and heroic deeds of vir-
tue, which the world bas ever witpnessed.

IT 13 THE CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD’

which still enlightens mankind by
teaching the truths of givine revelation,
which are the lighta of the world, and
which prevent & universal following of
the most shocking and absurd aberrations
of the human mind, The bulwark and
the safeguard of suciety are to be found,
not in so greatly vannted modern ma-
terial progress and shallow education,
but in the Catholic priesthood—thut
most powerful and only successful oppo-
nent of immorality, anarchy and des-
potism—those fearful evils which are
gradually undermining scciety and
threatening its entire destruction. The
-Qatholic priesthood is the savior of mor-
.ality, for it constantly temches, incul-
cates and upholds its true principles,
- combating vice in every shape and lorni
" and ever restraining the human passions
from entirely corrupting and ruining
gociety both individually and collective-
ly. The Catholic priesthood is the par-
ent of charity, and its institutions,
which are the boast of our age and
‘country. Charily, and even philan-
_ thropy, was unknown to the world until
the Catholic priesthood had taught men
that they are all brethren in Jesus Christ,
and that what is-done for Hisaake to the
least of mortals, is done to Ghrist Him-
gelf. It was the Catholio priesthood
that o RO
FIRST BEARED OHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS ;
- and to this day it is the Catholic priest-.
hood that everywhere, inspires, staris,
spreads; fosters, directs and protects the'
_mont noble and the best regulated insti-
" tutions for the relief 6f every ill to which:

.- ‘human nature is heir, *
7 Js Dot the -

B . Catholic  priesthood” the
.~ teacher. and gnide of mankind  in the
“‘yrue - religion . And' what would have

" become of mankind - without "the true
eligion'? -What'it was-in the time .of
;. devouid ‘of  moralily,

| religion ' exerci _ _ .
we necessarily ‘infer ‘that ths Catholic
priesthood is indispensahle to the world,.
and that it is' the divinely appointed

‘ruptible bod iy
able

influenca of the priesthood that ths
“its' swey. ' From: this

chapnel for the diffusion of every good
gift among men. - - PR

In a higher and spiritual sense, the
priest is God's ageat, His miniater-pleni-
potentiary, His representativ-, His trea-

invested with the power of remitting
sins and of offering the Mast Holy Sacri-
fce of the New Law, acts the part of
a  mediatrr between God aund man.
Through the. power he has of conse-
cratiog, that is, of shanging bread and
wine into the body and blood of Jesus
.Christ, and therely calling down theSon
of God from heaven into his own hands
on onr altars, and « flering the same as a
Vietim for our sins to the heavenly.
Father, be is, as the Fathera declafe,
the equal of the Blessed Virgin herself
in dignity and her superior in power!
_Moreaver, throngh his power of for-
giving sins, the priest, in some manner,

EQUALS GOD.IN POWER,

Sin is of so great 8 malice, that no

creature, however perfest or holy, is
capable of atoning for it, and, neverthe-
legs, the priest possesses the power of re-
mitting it. *“The power of furgiving
sing,” says St. John = Chrysostom,
“ig greater than the power of raising
the dead to life {and this is, indeed, &
divine power); for by the latter a cor
is restored to a .natural
and perish life, whilst by the former
snpernatural and everlaating life is re-
stor-d to s dead soul.”
The priest is Gud’s mouth-piece; he
speaks for Gnd; his words are God's
words; “God exhorting through us,”
says St. Paul (2 Cor. 5.20). The priest's
words, then, must bhe accepted with the
same docility as God's words. “ He
that heareth you says Chriss, *“hear-
eth, Me, and he that despiseth you, de-
gpiseth Me”" (Lnke 1016.) In the
mouth of the priegt the word of G.d pos
seases great eflicacy, for it eniightens the
mind, stirs up the conscience and moves
the will. Tt converts sinners and c¢nn-
firma the just; it inspires men to the
performance of heroic deeds and enables
the priest to be a fisher of men for the
Ohuroh of Christ.

The priest is the shepherd of God’s
flock. He must procure for it good pas-
wures, feed it with spiritual food, watch
over it, protect it against danger, govern
it by wise regulations and administer to
it suitable remedies in disease. He
must devote to it all his time, all his.
talents and all its energy ; he must con-
stantly labor and even sacrifice - himself
for its welfaxre. By these means the
priest continues and performs the work
of Christ, possessing fur this purpose the
same powers as Cnrist Himself. The
priest ‘is, therefore, says St. Ambrose
and Bernard, “a second Christ.” ‘

What a great, noble and sublime vo-
cation is noy that of the priest who re-
prerents and perpetuates the work of the
Redeemer !

“On acoount of ita great ends,” eays
8t. Alphonsus, “the priesthond is, of all
vocations, the most - exalted, the most
sublime.”- Buch a voeation, however,
mnst come from God Himself. No one
enjoya the right of entering 8o sublime 2
state solsly through his own choics. In
fact,it belongs to God alone to destine a
man for any psrticular state of life, ““1
know, O Lord,” said the prophet, “that
the way of man is not ‘his ; neither is it
in man to walk and direct his steps.”
(Jer. 20:28). “Every ono,” says St. Paul,
“hatlx his" proper ‘gift. from God; one
afier this manner, another afier that.”
(Cor.727). . = oo
- 1f ths vocation even to the ordinary

‘vocation ¢o ‘the priesthood; that is, the
vooation to become God's own representa-
‘tive,necessarily hasadiviveorigin. Even

the. Son of God did not of Himaelf as-
sume 'the priestly dignity, but, as Bt.-

Panl expresely says, He was ‘called to it
by ~His" Heavenly Father:"

and now,-aa them, L

but -he . ‘that i ‘oalled: ms As
s, Ho, Christ also did not glority: Hi
’ i ht"ﬁ.“’l_’hi‘h- riest,; b

n, |'the:k
-1'the Lint at B g
Iaborers-into Hisharvest.,” (Luke 10:2)

guxer, His vice-regent. The priest, being:

states of life ehould come from Gud, the’

et ) _ “Neither.
.doth any.one take the honor to himselt, | Will .« ] : ’
' Anron | ifested to' them :through the decision of | 1

8 :
Heavenly Fatb
said, ¢ is great indeed,
a-arg few, Prayyethe
of-‘the vineyard, that Heee

Before, choosing His twélve: apostles
‘irom among -His followers, -Jesps spent
‘the whole night: in prayer td..obtain

‘destined . b ,
tion of the apostieship. :
After our Savior's ascemsion into
Heaven St. Peter ordered an election to
be held to fill the vaoaney cccasioned in
the ranks of the apustles by the trea-on
‘aiid death of Judas. The voting resulted
in a tie between Joseph  Barsabusand
Mathiaas,
vhe faithful had recourse to prayer:
“ Thou, O Lord,” -they said, ¢ whi
kuowest the hearts of 'all men, show
which of these :two men Thoun “hasr
‘chosen.” (Aots 1:24) We read in the
Guspel that many offered themselvea t«
Jesus Christ to become members of His
‘priesthood, but He refused them, whilst
vt His own accord He called to this atate
others who had not manifested a desire
or sn inclination for such a vocation.
“ [t came to pass,” says St. Luke, “as
thay walked in the way, that & certain
man said to Him : I will follow Thee
whitherspever Thou goest. Jesus sai
to him : The foxes have holes, and the
birds of the air nests, but the Son o!
Man bath not whers to Iay His -head.
But He said to another:; Follow me.
Andthisone: Lord, suffer me fieat to
¢o and bury my falber. And Jesus said
to him: Let the dead bury their dead,
but gu thou and preach the kingdom of
Gud. And anotber gaid : I will follow
lbee, Lord, but let me first take my
leave of them that are at my house.
Jesns said to him ;: No man putting bis
hand to the plough and looking back, t»
fit for the kingdom of Gud” (Luke
9:57.62.) To all of these examplea,

OF THE DIVINE ORIGIN

of the vocation to the priesthood let us
add the exvress words of our loving Re

deemer: “You have not chosen Me,”
He says, “but I bave chosen you and
have appninted you, that-you shauld go
and bring forth fruit.” (John 15 16).

Tbe prieathood is & vucation so sub
lime in itself, so awe-inrpiring in its dig-
nity and powers, and 8o fuil ol responei
bility in ils functions, that, in the early
nges of the Church, men of tried ani
dcknowledged virtue used every-eff ru
and ingenuity to escape- it, deeming
themselves wholly unworthy of sobhigha
calling and untit lo exercise its exalted
duties. “ I find,” eaya St. Cyyprian, *‘all
holy renin dread of the priesthood as
of an enormous and insupportable bur
den.” Totry the obedience of one of
his holiest monks, 8t. Bazil commanded
him to request in public tv be raised tu
the priestbuod. . The monk’s compliance
with such an order was regarded by all
who knew of it; as au act of heroic vir-
tue, because, by making such a request,
he publicly procluimed bimself as illed
with the spirit of pride and an inordin”
ate ambition in uapiring to the most ex-
alted of dignities. :

From all this we must naturally infer
tbat it is sinful to enter the priesthoud
without adivine vooation, Such an aot
would beunwarranted usurpstion ot a
divine dignity and (flice, and would re-
‘sult in extreme danger to salvativn for
him who would thus intrnde, without
the prerequisite fitness and helps, into a
state of life, the sublimity and obliga-
tions of which would prove formidable
10 the very angels. : :

Another interference from the above
is, that the young man, whom God calls

to this exalted dignity, is bound to-obey-
this call, and his-parents are obliged not

only to give their consent, but also to
aid him by all the means in their power

' TO FOLLOW THE DIVINE OALL, ° -

.entail on them, The reason is, that God

'has the first claim. on their- son, and | -
that he has only lent or. entrusted "him | to'say whi
to them,and that, wherever He demands |- ’
their son:-of them, it is their aacred | 'Tain’
duty- to comply with. His. holy will.| = %

And resistance..on their part:to ihe:

‘will of Gud, when it is clearly mnan-

+| toeir.son’s ‘conteasor, will -expose the

to:&od’

ispleasure..and 4ven 1o justl

. 101y
light " f~om His Heavenly Father, ~and
‘ascertain’ which’ of His disciples were.
by Him to the sublime vooa-.

To decide between: the two-

however. great the sacrifices this may|!

ould”

ha .
best -and -trust 1n - God, for says:

‘Thomus, “God; when choosing an i,ndi'n—‘_,."—'

dual “for some ‘special purpess, so pre-.
pares and disposes him, as to render him,

it to execinte. the divine designy over.

him, ‘according to the saywg. of the
npostle: *Oiir .suffi iency 1s.from God,

‘who_hath - made us fit ministers of the .
‘New Teatament.?’”. (2.0ur. 8:58); - -

- "Qertain- dispositions sre reguisite for’
entering the priesthood ; .of .these some
are physical, such as saundness of body, .
exemption from certain bodily defects or

‘diseases, which render one unfit ¢o dis-
‘sharge the sublime dnties of this exalted

state, Other dispositions are’ iutelleo-

tyal, or mental. - A priest should nnot be
an idiot or insane; mor should he be

nver-scrupulons or devoid of il talent.’
{t behouves him to possess sonnd . com-
min sense and at lenst moderate talent,
aufilcient to ncquirethe necessary science
or knowledge. Ouher dispositions regard
the morals. The aspiraut to the priest-
hood should be of a decent and honnor-

wble family ; his own mora's should be:

pure, and his conduct irreproachable
and edifying. o
In these days lesrning is more neces-
sary than it was formerly. He who is
devoid of talent, who is & dunce, (r ig- -
noramus, wonld, ns a priest, be a dis-
grace to the priesthood and the Church;
Such a one would preach nonsense and
even heresies 1n the pulpit, and would”
occasion the ruim of sonls in the
iribunal  of penance. The eandi-
ilate for the priesthood, even if he pus-
geza great twlent, has to go through a
[.ng course of study—some ten or twelve
years at least, befure his ordination, so
that, as a priest, he may render hintself
useful to every olass of peuple, and, by’
nis science and practical sense, uphold
tbe honor of the Church and her priest~
hood, and save many souls, o
If science is necessary for the priest,
virbue is still. more indispensable. “The
priest,” aays 8t. [gnatius, “needs virtue
far more than science.” S
THE PRIEST I8 THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD ;

and is bonnd to preach more by his ex-
ample than by his words. To train &
voung man in piety and learning, that
he may become a wortny representative
of Jesus Christ, takes many years and’
reqnires a great outlay. There is every-
where a acarcity of priests; there sre.
thousands of Uatholics who do not enj 1y,
the ministrations of the priests of Gud.
We¢ who do should feel very thunkful to
Gud for the inestimable favor, and hark<
en with dogility to the voice of Guds.
annointed. . We shonld also “pray the
Lord of the vineyard, that He send
laborers in His harvest.”” Moreover, we'
should contribute- according- to our
means to the seminary fund of the dio-.
cese, that the Bishop may be able to
elucate and prepare for the priesthood
the young men who ere now studying
for the diccese. . By doing:'sc we shall
share in ‘all the labors. these young
Lavites will, in our course of time, per-
furm for the glory of Gud and the salva-
tion ol souls. Amen. - - - T
A Prominent Lawyer Says:s
- ¢I have'eight children, every one*in
good bealth, not one of whom:bit-hsas
taken Bcou’s, Emulsion, ~in (which my

| wife bas boundiess confidence.”

-
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you got..& ‘nice” Tound.sum frqm Seribs
blers foryour latest poem.. Rimmexs
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