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BE KIND.
Oh,who cen measure kindness
Ur estimale its worlh ¢

ih ¢
‘Tis the strongest link which binds us
Togelher here on earth.

No riches can obtain It,
However vast they be.
*Tiu lovely without telling
When found in purity.

It is the wilting gervice
Oflove within the heart,

W hich rises all unbidden
And baths no counterpart ;

The healing toucl in sickness,
The loving word- we spenrk

1u momenis of decpr sOTTOW,
W hien we o comstort seelk.

The poarest of Gml's erentures
Fuai ofien dath possess,
Inovergowing mensure,
T power Lo heip aud bless,

———————————

THE GOsI’EL AND APUCAL-
YPSL OF PETER.

BY DRLJ, B G ssQURT.

Pocuments beiongs to the lirst ages of
Christianity continue to be discovered
insuch avundauce as to suggest 4 pro-
vidential design in their bewg witttheld
unul our own day. The apology of
Arnstides was alm-st immediately fol-
lowed by a very early apocryliad  corres-
pondence between St Panl and  the
Corinthians, found both at Milan and
Leon : and this in turn bias been suce-
ceeded by o much more imporcint  dis-
covery, made in the Jollowing circum-
stances, The French Government, asis
well-kuown, muiucsins at Cairo o = Mis-
sion  Arcireolugique” Lo examine the
antignities that abound In Exypt. 1o
the course of his investigations, the
Direetor, M. Bouriant, openad the womb
of » medieval monk at Akhnin, and
found in it two Greek manuseripts. One
ol these was a realy-reckoiter fur the use
ol trutes-men, but the other-—a smnll
purchment volttine—proved of greater
interest,  Two-thirds of 16 consisted of
extracts from the ajpecryphal Book of
Euaen, whieh for the =t time suppiied
a eonsidenbie puring the ongmad text,
hivherto vnly  kuown o an Eihiopie
translation.  The renniining cight pages
were found Lo contarn Iragments ot a
Guapel and of an apoealypue vision ; and
1t is Lo these that the atlention ot sta-
dents has been chietly direeted.

Several monographs have appearmd on
the subject during the fast few months
in this country aud on the contiuent ;
wmong which Father Lucas’s very able
and scholnrly article i 2%e Meoath shoulld
be particularly mentioned nere, Withio
the last few weeks, Protessor Hurnach
has published an cuition ot these frag-
menty, illnstrated from his great knowl-
edge of Farly Chestian iterature, wnd
contaiping many suggestions trom vther
scholars, as well as i popilar aeconnt 1n
the Preussische Jaivcbitcher, The time
scems, therefore, o have arrived for
bringing the chiel results of 2o mueh re-
search before the generad rewder.

1. The Gospel trugment professes to be
written by “Simon Peter,” amd it there-
fore at onge suggests thiat it is . portion
of that apocryphul “Gospel of Peter,”
which has long been lost, but of which
there are & few scauty notices in Origen
and Eusebius. The tormer writer quotes
it as stativg that the brethren of Qur
Lord were the sous of St. Juseph by a
previous marriage; while the latter in-
cludes it aniong the spurious works
which were the production of heretics.
He has also preserved a letter of Sera-
pion, Bishop of Antioch, nt the begmning
of the third century, from whnich it
seems thit the book was used by the
Catholics of o town in Cilicia. Serapion
at first permitied it, but on closer exam-
ination tound il to contain much that
favored these herctics whom “ we call
Decetw. and condemned it.

The fragment is only a smail part of
the Gospel, in length equal to about
sixty-four verses. [u beging abruptly
with Pilate’s washing his hands, and
ends eight days after the Resarrection at
the Sea of Gulilec. The narrative which
it contains differs considerably from the
Canonical Gospels ; the chiet pdints of
divirgence being the following: Pilate
is acquitted of sl complicity in our
Lord’s death, the whole responsibility
being thrown apon the Jews und on He-
rod, who appearsas His Judge. He is
represented as silent on the Cross—*as
one suffering uaught”—until the last
moment. His bones are ordered not to
be broken, “ in order that He might die
in torments.” At the last moment the
Lord is said to have cried aloud; “ my
strength, my strength, bnst thou for-
saken me?’ “and having said this, He
wes taken up,” When he was taken

down from the Cross the earth quaked ;
His body was delivered by the Jews to
Joseph, and after burial they asked
Pilate for a guard. The centurion of this
guard is named Petronius. The elders
watched the grave with the soldiers and
on the moring of the Lord’s day they
saw the heaven’s open and two men
descend. The stone rolled away from
the door and the two men entered, pre-
sently issving forth with a third whom
they supported. A cross  followed
them. and the head of the tw.o reached
unto heaven, but the head of him whom
they lead overtopped the heavens, Al
they heanl a volce from the heavens
sayving: Hast thou prenched obedience
unto them that sleep” And from the
cross was heard : ‘Yea!” Soon the
heavens were eem b open again, and a
man descended and cnrered the prave.
Mury Magdalen came with her friends
early on the same morning tothe grave ;
bt being totd by the angel that the Lord
lad risen, they were frighted and tled.
No manifestativn ot our Lord I8 reorded,
bul tire Apostles are said to have return-
ed in =adness into his own home, on the
“last dny of unleavened brem! "—a week
after the Cracitixion.,

The manuseript ends in the middle of
a sentence :  There I, Simon Peter and
Audrew, my brother, took our nets, and
went away to the sea; aml Lhere was
with us Levi, the son of Alphacus, wien
theLod . . . . .7

With these exceptions the narrative
betore is evidently drawn from the
Evangelists. The extracts are quite re-
cognisnhle, though they are contbined
very unintelligently ; the order iz some-
times inverted, and details are added to
strengthen the ncconnt, often with a
total abwence of probabitity. The work
was evidently intended for readers who
were unacquainted with Jewish customs,
these being explained, sometimes incor-
rectly . All cnties appear to be agreed
that this Gospel is not to beput ona
level with the four Evangelista; and it
is its testimony to their antiquity which
gives itits chief value, Harnack con-
ciusion is that the closest relationship of
the fragment is to S, Mark ; the most
remote to St, Matthew. Its testimony
to Bt. John s, of course, the most inter-
csting point ; and he fully brings out the
utmerouns points common to both. In
order Lo eseape from the result that the
fragment must have been compiled by
some one who claseed the fourth Fran-
welist with the other three, he has re-
¢oltrae Lo the unverifiable hypothesis
that both are derived from some com-
mon source, of which nothing is known.
I need not dwell on a fullncy which has
been o often exposed by apologists.

Granted, however, that the fragment
hotore us used St. John as eanonical, the
amount of value to be attached to its
evidence will depend on its date, This
Harnack, with most other crities, is dis-
pused Lo put a3 early as about A.D. 120
believing it to bave been used by Si.
Justin a2 one of the sources of the /lifr
of our Lord. Father Lucas’ article
seems 1o me, however, 1o have made
this very doubtful, He shows with great
Lenening thut the type of heresy favoured
Ly this pseudo-Peter arose some half a
century later; nioreover, it is exceed-
ingly 1mprobable that St. Justin would
have yeliel on a work that iz 8o much
oppused to the spirit and the letter of
the lour Guepels. On the other hand,
the points of contact between his works
and the pseudu-Peler are so numercus
and remarkable that they cannot be ex-
plained away. [t seenis to me most
likely——and this is borne out by a close
examination of the parallel passages—
that St. Justin quoted an earlier and
simpler edition ot this Gospel than the
fragment thus discovered belongs to,
‘The history of the Clementines, and of
the spurious Gospels and Acts, proves
abundantly that the test of all such
extra canonical works was peculiarly
liable to corruption by heretics, who in-
troduced such alterations and additions
as favoured their own dogmas. On this
view of the case there would remain a
suflicient number of passages, in which
St. Justin quotes the fragment, and the
fragment quotes St. John, to make it
highly probable this is the earliest wit-
uess to the canonity of the fourth Gus-
pel.

It is not possible in the space at my
disposal to dwell on the rany points of
interest which the Goapel of Peter raises.
i will only mention one, because we are
likely to Linve it brought forward more
prominently by Rationalists, Harnack
urges that the account given of the resur-
rection, of which I havegiven asummary,
shows that there was an early history of

that period, without any meuntion of Qur
Lord’s appearing, at least during the first
week, and that the Evangelists’ narme
tives of His apparitions are therefore
additions. It isobvious to reply that no
weight can be attached to the account
given by a writer who has throughout
surprised and altered his authorities at
his pleasure. In this particular cace
only one of the appearancee of the
risen Christ—that to 5t. Thomas—scems
to be exeluded hy the pseudo-Peter;
there is merely a gap in the nareative
between the flight of the women from
the ~epulehre and the last day of un-
tenvened bread, during which the others
took place.

2, The second fragment discovered s

anonymous, though evidently written in
the person of one of the Apostles. It
iz, however, proved to be part of the

long-lost Apoculypse of Peter, from o,

passage which 1s quoted from that bonk
by Clement of Alexandrin, This  Re-
velation” was held in much higher
esteem in the primitive chureh than
the so-called Gospel of Peter, thongh it
was linully exclnded from rthe Canon of
the New Testament. Its contents jus-
tify this preference, as far as can be
judged from the portion preserved--31
verses, nearly one half of the whole
buok. It consists almost entirely of
“visions on the mountain,” in which
our Lord shows the twelve disciples the
glory aml happiness of the jnst and the
punishment inflicted on the wicked.
The latter, in particular, are described
with much of the minutness and power
of Dante, us varying for diflerent classes
of sinners. The most interestiag point
in the whole fragment is the namegiven
to the just in heaven, as *“your high-
priests,” evidently, as Harnack remarks,
to teach the intercessivn ol the saints
hefore ¢God. The whole has a much
more simple and archiac character than
the Gorpel, with which it very favorably
contrasts.—Tme London Tabiet, Feb, 4,
1393.
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DOMESTIC READING.

It is belter to zerve Gl than o govern
the world,

Keep yourself faithfully in the presence
of God.

Death, life, sicknesa, health—all come
Lo us by the order of Providence.

We must knrow haw to learn before we
can teach, and we must learn to obey
before we can guide,

God’s merey is greafer than onr in-
fitmities. The most precious blood of
Jesus is greater than our sing,

‘Fhere i8 no surer sign of a heart which
knows the love of God and 18 own sin-
fulncss than & spirit of joy.

We should always regurd others as
hetler, superior to ourselves, and comply
willingty with their wishe-.

Holiness consists ot in doing unecom-
mon things, but in doing all common
things with an uncommon fervor,

Experience is a flannel waisteont that
we do not think of putting on till we
have canght cold.

Let us always and everywhere cling to
our Faith and believe humbly and tirmly
all that it teaches.

When you are tempted have recourse
to God immedistely without reasoning
with the temptation.

The last virtue ol the egoist is the
necessity for weaving some ray of altru-
ism to cover his seltishness.

Let us not speak either good or evil of
omrselves, To speak evil of oursclves
gometimes serves to nourish pride.

He who siwnys walks in the presence
of God, will never commit sin, but will
preserve his innocence and becomie n
greal saint.
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BAD BLOOD CURED.

GENTLEMEN,—] have used your Burdock
Blood Bitters for bad biood and find it, without
exception, the best pur:fying the toni¢ in use.
A short time ago two very large and painful
poils came on the back of my neck, B. B. B.
completely drove them away. SANUEL BLAIN,
Toronto Juncilon. ..

-—_——-——..———-—-———

Mr. Knox: * Ethel, it is perfectly im-
becile your trying to give y_ourueu' the
airs of & prima donne every time George
calls.” Ethel Knox: “Why, pwpa?
What can you niean?” Mr. Kuaox:
“ I heard you say farewell at lenst gixty-
five times last mght.”

TORSPRAINS AND BRUISES.

No other remedy cures sprains, brulses,cuts,
wounds, chllblalns, sore throat, rheumatism,
ete., 8O gromptly as Hagyard’s Yellow Oll, It
1g an old standard remedy that has given per-
fect gatlsfaction for 30 years.

THE® TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC OHRONICLE §

OBITUARY.
THE LATE MR. P. HOWARD, OF OTTAWA.
It is with deep regret and sympathy
that we record the unexpected death of
& tridy good man and worthy citieen, in
the person of Mr. P. Howard, of Ottawa.
It is thus one ol that city’s papers tells
the sad story of the mournful event ;

* It will ba learned with pain by a widecirele
of friends and relatives that Mr. P, Howard,
one of Ottawa’s well known and highiy re-
fpected citlzens explred this furencon most
unexspecicdiy. with only a few alarming sywp-
tom» of warmng W his surrounding friends,
The melancholy occurrenee took place at the
resldence of his only son, Mr. Jehn P, Iloward,
af the post oftlce accouutant's bravel, 250
stewart. street. Mr. Howard had been com
pleapiug shightly since Tuesduy last, pal no
pucit sad termination was anticipated. The
deceased geutieman had been moving about
his room as usual when hie suddenly became
faint and Iny down  Hix appearance prepared
hia friends for the worsi, and 1 message waa
sent for his son who arrived just In tisie Lo B2e
the end, Hoenw tdireuse was promcunecd (o be
the enuee 0F denth.  Mr Howard came tothns
¢ity from Pembroke where ho had been o sae-
cossful sipess gentlenumn for some yers,
anl was speading the evening of his lile in the
quiet company of his son and amnarrued
daughter. Ho Wis 6o years o pge,
deceaned by i wife some years ago.
only a short time sluece Mr. John P, lost his
wife, aud much sympathy s extended to him
and his sister 1n this double bereavement ™

Womay add that o grand  reauiem ser-
vice was held 1 the Ottawa University
Chapel, after which the remans were
conveyed to the Notre Dame cemetery,
The pall-bearers were Prof, Glasmacher,
P, Baskerville, M. J. Gorman, J. Jeflrey,
M. Brady, Jno. Gorman, E. I'. Stanton
and C. D. Doncette, all of whom were
very intimate Iriends of the deceased
gentleman,

Tue TRUe WiTsess ean heartily sym-
pathize with ihe relatives of the de-
ceased gentleman, enpecinlly as we know
of the severe blows that have been
struck by Deatl’s Angel in that family
circle, and of the high merits and tine
qualities of beart and mind that ren-
dered the deceased Mr, Howard a cher-
ished riend by all who kuew him wnd
an object of deep atlection for those
more intimately acquainted with him.
The successive strokes of sorrow that
kave come to Mr.John P, Howard would
foreibly recall those words of Deuis F,
McCarthy :(—

ARThe spith In the dark, sullen smithy,

Siriketh (a8t on the anvil below,

Thus fite, on the heart onee so burning,
sStruck rapidly blow ufter blow.”

But we of the olden Faith believe that
there Is an unbroken communion of
apirit between thuse who remmn on earth
and the souls of the departed; hasing
ourselves upon that strong rehianee ina
union hereafter, and an assurinee of the
power, even for the present, of muatual
asgistanee, we pray that his sonl may
rest in peace, fur, as the poet wrote

¢ Naugh! enn avadl him now but prayer;

Miserere Dontine 1
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IN GLASS,

That's the way Dr. Pierce’s Pleacant
Pellets come,.  And ivs o more import-
ant point than yeu thonk. It keeps
them always fresh and eliable, nnhke
the ordinary pills in cheap wooden or
pastehoard boxes,

Theyre put up in a beller way, and
they arf in a better way, than the huge,
old-fashioned pilis. No griping, no vio-
lenee, no resction afterwards that sume-
1imes Jeaves you worse off than before.
{u that way they cure permanenlly, Sick
Headache, Billious Headache, Constipa-
tion, Indigestion, Bilions Attacks, and
all dernngements of the liver, stomach
and bowels, are prevented, 1elieved and
cured.

They’re tiny, sugar-coated granules, a
compound of refined and concentrated
vegetable extracta—the smallest in size,
the casist to take, and the cheapest pill
you can buy, for they’re guaranteed to
give satisfaction. or your money is re-
turned. You pay only for the yood you
get.

There's nothing likely to be “just s
good.” '

——
Let us not speak either good or evil of
ourselves. To speak evil of ourselves
sometimes serves to nourish pride.
—— -

ITolloway’s Pllls are admirably adapted
for the cure of diseases incidental Lo femaies.
Al different perivds of life women are suuject
to complaints which require a pecutiar medl-
cine, and il {8 now an indisputkble fact that
there I8 none ko suitable for such ecomp!ainta
as Holloway’s Pitls, They are invaluab e to
females of 1} ageﬁ._young or old, marrled or
single. They purlly the blood, regulate the ge-
cretions, correct all suspended fanctions, glve
tone to the stomach, and clear the complexion,
The flrst approach of disordered action should
be met with appropriate does of Lhese Pilis ;
whilst taking them no restriction need be
plared over the gnuent.. They contaln nothing
whlch can posalbly prove injurious to the sys-
tem. They act by purifying the blood and re«
gulating every organ,




