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this ligh, self-sacrificing kind of
love Mike did not want. It would
have been far more convenient for
bis brother to agree to what lie ivas
)cginning to persuade himiself wa as
very harmless request.

"ed," he said, when lie had re-
covered himself, " you and nie have
never quarrelled, have we ?"

No," answered Ted, looking au
him as if surprised at the question.

I don't want your rabbits."
'Ted gave a sigh of relief.
" Sec i" continued Mike, his face

flhshing with excitement, '" which
w-ill vou have ? nie lovim' you sane
as ever, playin' with my rabbits be-
side you, diggin' in my garden be-
sidt you., or me not speakin' to you,
niever comin' near you, never playiii'
with you, and not lovin' you a bit."

" Not lovii' me ?" asked Ted,
opeing bis brown eyes very wide.

" No, not a bit. Now choose.
I vou tell iother, l'il do that."

iiut, Mike, ve must have our
lessons togetiier."

i Yes, but that's only three hours.
-\Il the rest of the tinie l'il nlot speak
t, you, even at niglit 'Il not speak
to you. IL will be a great big quar-
rel between you and me. Now 'led,
choose."

i think in the silence thiat follow'-
cd tie little brothers csuld almost
hear aci other's leart b&at.

But it was a short silence'
Ted lad no cloice before him

when bis mind was already niade

Then, Mike, darliti'," le said,
speaking slowhy and with great emi-
pitasis-' Mike, darlin', it musu be a
Iuîarrel, for I canî't never telI a lie."

Aud ie turned and walked away.

L -PER JL- 1oosi's sîaw..

ilad Mrs. O'Donnel not been
'articuilarly busy during tIe next few

dtays, she niust have noticed the
cdmerc in1 lier little boys. She nust

have seen the gloomy frown on
Mike's brov, and observed how si-
lnt and sad Ted hîad grown. But
sie wvas, as I said, very much occu-
1ed, aind even complectcly forgot to
mtîakc aiy more inquiries about
I lai aid the boys, unless vhen in
Miss Ross's care, wlo during this
Veek stayed 10 dinner, and took

thecm out walking, wvere left entirely
tu thelnselves.

xery night still tieir mîotlcr
kissed and blessed themi, and every
night she entered a good conduct
miîark iii their judginent book, and
whisbpered to then of the delights in
store for them.next week, but only
thcn and in the morning did she sec
them. Meanwhile, Nurse Nora
necver came near lier charge. Mea-
wihile. also, Mike got accustoned to
his quarrel witli Ted, got accustomî-
ed tu playing alone, to lying down
at nmglit, to risiiig ii the moring,
without kissing his brother. His
little beart vas growing harder and
harder, lie vas no longer sorry for
his si. But lie was very, dull,
When lessons were over, and they
werC said well ail this week, hie no
oinger rushed out wild with fun and
spirits to his play. He thought le
wvas quite reconc!ed to doing with-
)1ut Ted's companionslip, but in
reality he missed him more and
imore. He began to consider bis
rabbitts tiresome, his pigeons poor

fun, bis garden a bore, and ev2n a
new, enployment which lie had in-
vented for himiself, nanely, fishing
with bits of twine in a streani wlich
ran at tle foot of the lawn, vas a
weariness to him. And as Mike
grew duill, lie began to grow cu-
rious. Dr. Watts says in lhis hyins
for clildren that-

"'Satan linds seome ihieitf stiii
F'or tdtlelha nds to du."

Mike spent imar y hours of these
bright sunshiny days in coiplete
idleness, and Satan, wlo never loses
an opportunity-whiclh we so often
do- put thoughits inîto lus little hcad
which led to very sad results indeed.
Mike becane curious about Nora.
Wly w'as Nora away ? Where was
sle ? Now 'l'cd never trotlled lis
lead on this subject ; lie liad all a
little child's perfect faitl iil hlis
nother. H is mother had said that
Jue nust keep his nurse away fromî
himî for a veek, that lie should know
the reason somne day, but not at pre-
sent. Ted wvas quile content to
wailt, and thought lie mîissed his
faithful nurse, he did tnot reason as
to the cause of lier absence.

But Mike in lis dullness fretted
abolut this. le iuestioned Bidie,
be questioned old Patrick, and though
neithier servant wotlt tel] himî any-
thing, lie felu quite sure ultere wvas
somuîe nlystery about, and was also
sure ihiat tis mysterv wras coninect-
cd witi tiat wonderfui bu ndle lie
hIad seen in bis father's arms a few
miorimngs ago.

Nora wvas in the hîouse, hie knew
for once or twice le saw. Biddie car-
rying up dimnner to a part of tie olU
glebe wvhich was never lised, and

ichliili was shloutff fromlu the rest of
the house by a strong oak door wiich
%vas always k earefully lockecl.
Mike becaie noreand imore anxiouis
to fIid out tils secret aboutl Nora,
and haas i an opportunity for doing
so sooin camne.

On the Friday after his quarrel
ith Ted, lie w'as wa.ndering discoti-

solatcly round the fruit gardIen.
counting the days, and alm)ost the
boturs, to cis lIonged for pleasure-
lor wchiicli hue had sacriliced su iuchi
and sinted so deeply.

1e wvas not in the fruit garden,
wchich was enclosed by a hiigli wali,
and int1o vhich Ie little boys were
never allowed to go alone, as their
fmther and mother consitdered tiripe
fruit too strong a temiptation to: sutb-
jecl thci to. Sudcenly he ieard a
higb, clear voice sinîging the follow-
ing gay words to a gay air-

"O w hOre
Can her tike i onud 7

Nowhiere
The country round,

A siluderer, tinderer, purtier, wittier, col-
leen thin yon,

Rose aroo i

'T'lhe voice wvas Nora's. Who was
she singing for ? In an instant
Mike had climbed a tree wvhicli
grew close to the wall, and was look-
ing eagerly into the gardei.

Yes, pacing upî and down ithe
graved walk directly under him, vas
his nurse Nora,, bearing in lier a lis
a little child-the nost perfect ho e-
]y child he hîad ever seen. Ah,
clever Mike ! how welh he hîad
guessed wlat was inî that bundle 1
His heart beat hiigli witl exultation
and delight at having at last solved

•Sonags oi Xtilarney.

the mystery. Up and dows'n wvalked
Nora, little guessing wlîo n-as watch-
ing lier, Again and again her shrili
thougi swecet voice sounded in the
chorus-
',A iinnerer, purlier, witetir, coolleen tian

3,011, lon tru'
Rose ntroo!"

and thcni sIe clasped the fair liuile
child inli all the ecsiasy of lier Irish
nature to her heart,. As Mike vauch-
CC, a great longinig came over limi to
kiss the baby too. Not so very lonig
ago, lie himself had a hahy sister-a
babyn- sisier who died. This baI' re-
miiindled bhimn of lIeen.
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