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THR CHURCH GUAKDIAN,

TRUTH AND UNITY.

Truth is a greater thing than unity, and
it were & thousand times better that the pre-
sent deplorable condition of disunion in religion
should continue until the second coming of the
Lord, than that union should bs secured by the
gacrifice on any side of a single trath whiok
is belisved to be fundamental, A union besoed
spon the ooncession of anything which God is
beld to have revealed for the salvation of man
kind, is not the union whioh Christ desires and
for which He nraped. Unless a Christian body
or an individusl man is convinced that what
bas been held as saving trath is not such,
union with those who hold the opposite is

treason.  There can be no snch paltering with
the truth of God. In a sincere wnd comsoi.
entious man it is 4 momentous thing to mako s
chapge in religion. No good can come of any
such change unless it is from the very bottom
of the heart and soul. It must be wrongh! ont
through many questionings, through many
throes and struggles. Such a man will be very
realons for Ged. He will bave always the
sobering fear before his eyes lest he should in
something prove false to a golemr: trust, Now
we must confess that we can see but littje
of this spirit in the present agitsation for Chris
usn upion, It seems to be assumed that men
can do with truth as if it were their own, Sol-
emn convictions are mnot treated with respect,
but are dealt with impatientily, as if they were
merely signs of narrowness and bigotry, and
impertinent obstruotions, The only principle
wo have seer ennunoiated is this, that every
thing must bo given up, or relegated to the
domain of private opinion, which now consti-
tutes a barrier to union. What is this but to
say that the body of saving faith is to be the
veriest minimum of doctrine now held amongst
those **who profess und oall themselves Chris.
tiuns?” The basis of such an union is the sect
which now believes the least. - But can it bo
poesible that this is the divinoly ordered meth.
od of ascertaining tue revealed truth of God ?
Are we to believe nothiug further to have been
revealed for our ealvation except what such
men are willing to believe who believe the
least?

As indicating a yearning after better things,
the movement for unity is a sign of promice,
but thore is something inexprersibly pathetic
in the struggle which, falling into wrong aud
mistaken lines, prodoces new discord and
alienatien instead of the wished- or love and
harmony. TUntil men are willing with honest
determination to eet themselves to ascertain
the true basis of belief and then the faith which
is bailt up upon that basis, until they are will-
ing with 8eep hesart searching to acknowledge
that they may have been wrong and to find
out if it be so, or that there remains eomething
of truth which they have not hitherto accepted,
there cannot be any approach to a real unity.
Howover good ard desirable a thing unity
may be ard tbat the Church desires it, is at
tested by her dsily preyers, it would cease to
be good if it were not the fruit of the quiet
conviction of all, but of the agitation, intrigue,
snd presvwmption of the fow, blirding men to
conscquences and entangling them in compro-
mises from which they cunnot extricate them.
selves,

This is, no doubt, equivalent to saying that
deliberate movements on the j.art of men can-
not prodace unity, Suoh ia in fact onr copvic-
tion, Unity is God's gift. He has withdrawn
it. 'What is the duty ot sincere men ? Is it to
oast away all that sepsrates them, merely be.
canse it does soparate them ? Notso. Itis to
seek after trath, God is one, His trath is one,
and both are unchangeable. When truth is
found, there will necessarily be unity  Bat it
is truth first, unity afterwards. The saying
may be quoted against me: * The greatest of

these is charity.” Bu! oharity i vo raul ghar.
ity withont honesty. Wo cannot be churitable
with our neighbor's gnods, Neither is charity
real charity without truth,  Charity is love to
God, on tho one hsnd, and love lo neighbor on
the other. Bat love is not divine love unless
the objeot of it is tbe true, not & false, God.
Naithor ia it trae love to onr neighbor to aliow
kim to suppose that trath is not truth, and to
cast away for his sake that which we believe to
be essentiai truth for him and for ourselves. —
The Living Church.

THE CHURGCH OF ENGLAND,

Spesking of the Charch of England some
years sago, evon Cardinal Manning said,
* Destroy her not, she is the great bulwark of
Christianity in this land.’ Her Bishops and
olergy are the greatest defenders of Christian-
ity in the world. There is no charch which
bas sach & body of learnod, earvest, godly
divines, who oan moet the advancas of agnosti.
csm, or infidelity, with the same effect. Her
clergy and people are foremost in overy good,
philantkropic axd Christian work. She is send-
ing the Gospel to the ends f the unrth, Sheis
working with a zeal and assiduity among the
people in a way naver known in any ago, She
bas besen, and is. the great cducator of the
peoplo. Her benign influence is interwoven
with every department of social life; in every
pluce of suffering and distress, her comforting
and soothing presence is felt, [t would be im-
possible to mensure the amount of good she is
effecting. She is not perfect, no Church on
earth is perfect; but with all ber blemishus
and sbortcomings she is the most tolerant and
Christ loving Church in the world. While we
are thankful {o see good effucted by othor
Churches, and the cause of the Divine Muster
advanced thereby, let us cleave moro and more
to the grand old national historical Chuvrch of
Englard — London Guardian,

THOUGHTS ON THE RESURRECTION.

It was necessary that Christ should rise
again for five roasons,

{1) For the commeadation of the Justice of
God, to which it pertains to exalt those who

humble themselves for His suke, as it is written,
“He hath put down the mighty from their
geat, and hath exslted the huniblo.” Bocause
therefore Christ. out of lave and obedience to
God, humbled Himself oven to death upon the
croes, therefore it behoved thal God shounld ex
alt Him oven to & gloriour resurrection.

(2) For the instruction of cur fuith, becaunse
by the resurrection, our faith iz confirmed in
the Divinity of Christ, for, ** He was oracified
in weakness, but Ho liveth by the power of
God.” If Christ be not riten cur faith is vain.
For what use is there in my Blood, that is, in
the shedding of it, when I go down to the pit—
ar if to corraption.

(3) For the elovation of our hope, for when
we see Christ ricen, who is our Head, we are
led to hopo that we, too, shall rise from the
dead: how ray some smoung you that there is no
resurrection of the dead? I know that my
Redacmor liveth by certitude of faith; and that
in my flesh I shall soo God by firm bope.

{4) For the information of the lita of the
fuithfal, in that as Christ was raised from the
doad by the glory of the Father, 8o we also
should walk in pewness of life, In that Christ
rose from the dead to die no more; so =hould
wo persevere to the end us dead to sin, and
alive to God. .

(6) For the completion of our Salvation: for
He was delivered for our offences, and raised
again for our justification.— Aquinas.

A subscriber in the States writes: "1 liked

the paper better the past year than ever before
and would be sorry to be without it.”

NEWS FROR THE HOME FIELD.
DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

WesrriLt.e —The new chnrch of St Beos',
will be opened (D.V.) on Sunday, May 11, and
on Saturday, May 17th, the Bishop will confirm
therein God wiiling,

The Kilburn pisters have given Altar vest
nmients-linon for tho oolabration of the Blessed
Sacrament, and bsneers for tho prayer—desks—
all besutifully embroidered.

A Triead has given 8 handsomoe brass Altar
eroas and flower vases, Pode msalts have boon
worked sand presented by a lady onco for &
short {ime residont in the parish, ~

About $400 a yoar is promised by the people
for the irs mo of & rosident pastor.

WinpscR —The Tribune says:—It is pretty
well knowa in Windeor now that Rev. Dr,

Mockridge, the kindly and popnlar reotor of
Christ Church, has tendered his resignation of
the rectorship, and will shortly louve Windsor
to assumo tho office of senior Curate in the
Church ot tho Holy Trinity, Toronto, to which
be bas received 8 eall. A numbor of circum.
stunces combine tv maie a residence in Toronto

dosirable, if not neeos ary, to Dr. Mockridge's

weoll being and that of his family.

DIOCEsEOF QUEBEC.

SnxuB40. KE,~—~Tho Sherbrooke branch of the
Women's Anxilisry beld its annual meoting
on Tuosday, 29th of April,

The President road an earnest address, ap-
pealing to all to wse their influonce in arovsing
2 more misrionary spirit and to bring in new
memboers. The election of officers for the
presont year followed, and the roll taken, A
bourd of directors was orgapized to do gonersl
Missionary work. A letter was read from onr
reprosentative in Quebec Mrs. John Hamiiton,
giving au acoount of thoir quarterly meeting.

A vote of thanks was proposed to the juvenile
monthly collectors.

The Secrotary of the Women's Auxiliary,
Miss E. W.C. Worthington, eubmittoed the fol-
lowing report :—

The montbly meetings have boen held rogu-
larly throughout the year, oxcopt daring the
months of June, July, and Aungust, with an
sverago attendance of 20, A specialmesting
was held on the 17th of Soptember for Miss
Ling, who gave an account of hor six years’
work amongat tho Zenana missions. The moot-
ing was largely sttonded and mnch interest
manifested. A collection of $27.70 was taken
up and 8456.26 was given from the Children’s
Guaild. A largo namber subecribed to mags-
zines and also ook collection boxes and cards
in which a large amount was vealized, being
newsrly $100. Tho foliowing monies were paid
out during tho yoeur :—825 was gu -t to the Rev,
Mr. Bourne of Piegan Mission, Fort McLead,
in answor to an appeal for tho education and
clothing of one hay to continue for five years.
$10.00 oxtra in liou of clothing was sont, also
sn offering of $28 for Fort MoLood Church, and
a special donation of §3.  $40 wus sont to Mr,
MoPhorson to aid in buildiog a 1)g church at
Negwinenang mission. 850 sont to Me. Rein-
son towurd re building of mission house de-
stroyed by fire. 825 was docided aupon to send
to Parry Sound for threa years. 810 was voted
for education of missionary's a duaghter. A
delognte was sent to tho Tricnnial rmeeting held
in Montresal in Soptembor,

St. Androw's day being apecially chosen by
the Auxilisry, & service of intercessory prayer
was held, with Holy Commuaion.

-

Leaflots have been sabscribed for, and bar- .

rols of clothing sent to Algoma, valaed at 60
50 and 15 dollars respectively.

The total amount raised during the year is
$211.09, balance in bank $166.59.



