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Pocetrp.

THE BLIND COMMUNICANT.

The mother led her sightless child

Forth, in the fields to play ;

And cheered with voice of kindness mild,
Along her shadow'd way :

And gave her flowers of varied hue,
‘Which the blind child might never view.

But she grew up, and loved the song,

Of the glad birds to hear;

And roam'd the scented heath along,

In spring-time of the year.

But knew not how those flowers were fair,
Nor how the bright moths flutter there.

To ehildhood’s voice, as still she grew,
That woman's heart would swell ;

Yet the bright face she might not view,
Nor the young features tell ;

But to her heart, the form would strain,
And lov'd the clasp that press'd again.

But most she lov'd the one kind voice
That bade her glad heart bound ;

One step, that made her soul rejoice
With its so well-known sound.

She fancied what that form might be,
And lov'd the smile, she could not see.

She never saw—nor sparkling day,
Rainbow, nor morning’s grace,

Nor brighter than Eve’s brightest ray,
Affection's beaming face—

But yet to her, one gleam was given,

In earth's dim walk—a glance at Heaven.

For when the noon-day's glory bright,
Shene on the chalice fair—

On priestly vestment pure and white,
And she was kneeling there ;

One moment on the quivering eye,
The holy light shone tremblingly—

O blest through this dim world of eur's,
To follow calmly still

The star that shines on Zion's towers,
And lights up Judah's hill ;

Undazzled by earth’s meteor-gleams,

Or bursting flowers, or sparkling streams.

O blest! with faith’s unchanging gaze,

That star alone to see—

And so, through this life’s varied maze,

Press forward steadfastly—

Until, upon the strengthen'd sight

Bursts forth in Heaven, the Lamb ! the Light |
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CHURCH CALENDAR.

April 22.—First Sunday after Easter.
25.—8t. Mark’s Day.
29.—8econd Sunday after Easter.

——
¥outh’s Mepartment,
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THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN ARMED.
Cuae. V.
( Concluding Chapter. )
ON THE SIN OF SCHISM.

1, Does not the Church of Englaad teach her members to pray
against schism, or a separation from the church without a cause?

Yes; in the Litany, where schism is elassed with false doc-
trine, heresy, a hard heart, and contempt of the divine com-
mandments,

2. Itis evident, then, that the church considers schism a most
serious evil % §

Yes; or she would not have placed it in such bad company,
nor have taught us constantly to ask of God deliverance from it

3. Did the Apostles entertain the same opinion ?

Most certainly, as appears from many passages of their wri-
tings. (1)

4. Repeat one from the Epistles of St. Paul.

He says, Rom, xzvi, 17, “I beseech you, mark them which
cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrines ye have
learned, and avoid them ?

5. Repeat another from the writings of some other Apostle.

Jude, verse 19, we find mention made of those * who separale
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.”

6. But many persons in the present day seem to have no scru-
ples about separating themselves from the Church ?

That is true; but the multitude of transgressions does not les-
sen the sinfulness of the sin. 3

7. Was not the Church of England herself once guilty of this
sin, when she separated from the Church of Rome?

Noj; there was a good cause for that separation ; for the Church
of Rome was so corrnpt both in doctrine and practice, that no
conscientious and enlightened person could continue a member of
her. (2)

8. May not the same be said in justification of those who dis-
sent and separate from the Church of England in the present
day?

It may be said, but it cannot be proved. (3)

9. What is to be regarded as calculated (o dispose people to
run into this sin ?

Pride, which leads men to fancy themselves wiser than their
forefathers, and able to devise a better way than the most pious
and learned in former times could discover,

10. Mention something else ?

Ignorance, which causes people to believe any thing however
contrary to Seripture and to reason, which may be told them ;
and prepares them for being beguiled into bye-paths by the
smooth and plausible speeches of designing men,

11, Mention one thing more ?

The love of change, which makes people run from church to
chapel, from one minister to another, in search of some new
thing.

19, What are the chicf evils resulting from schism ?

As being a great sin, and opposed to the commands of God
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and the spirit of the Gospel, it must offend God, and be very pre-
Judicial to the spiritual welfare of those who fall into it,

13. Mention some other evils resulting from it 2

It promotes and cherishes envy, hatred, and all uncharitable-
ness among Christians, whom our Lord spoke of as sheep (not
wolves to bite and devour one another) in one fold ; and thereby
gives great occasion to the enemies of all religion to blaspheme.

14. Can you name any other evil resulting from schism ?

Itcauses the multiplication of sects and parties innumerable,
whereby the unity of the faith is utterly subverted, and greater
departures from the truth are continually made, (4)

15. Mention but one more— ;

It gives encouragement to vain and ambitious men, to preach
doctrines likely to please itching ears, and to suit the taste of the
carnal heart, rather than the simple truths of the gospel, in order
that they may gain followers, and have & vame and infiuence in
the world. (5)

16. Are we to be surprised at the prevalence of schism in the
present day 7

Noj; for even in the Apostles’ time there were many schisma-
tics, particularly at Corinth, where St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. 2, and iii.
3, 4, complains of the party-spirit of the people, and of the num-
ber of contentions and divisions which existed among them. (6)

17. But are not multitudes of persons reckoned among schis-
matics, merely from their attendance on divine worship in dis-
senting meetings 7

Yes; but they ought not so to be; for many have no other
reason for attencing there, than want of room for them ia their
church, or their inability through age or infirmity, to go far to
reach it—such persons are not to be reckened among those whe
&re guilty of the sin of schism. (7)

18. What should be the conduct of members of the Church of
England towards those who are without ?

To pray for them, and to endeavour to convince them of their

error, and to bring them back to truth, by kindnass, reason, and
Seripture.

‘What more 1

19. To set such an example of holiness, consistency of con-
duct, and love to God and man, as may put 10 silence all adver-
saries, and evidence that God is with them of a truth,

NOTES ON CHAPTER 5,

(1) How frequent and earnest are their exhortations to unity !
‘ Be yeall of one mind,” 1 Peter iii. v. “ Fylfil ye my joy, that
ye be like minded, having the same love, being of ene accord, of
one mind,” Phil. ii. 2. “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing,
and that there be mo division among you; but that ye be per-
Jectly joined together in the same mind and in the same Judg-
ment,” 1 Cor. i, 10,

(2) Besides, the Reformation was only  return to the purer
faith and practice, which before obtained in the British Chureh,
Christianity was most probably planted in Britain by St. Paul
himself after his two years captivity in Rome, and certainly
flourished here ages before the Church of Rome had any con-
nexion with it. At the Council ¢f Arles, A. D. 314, three Bri-
tish bishops were present ; and at that of Arimioum, A. D. 359,
many more. Now Augustine the monk was not sent into Eng-
land by Gregory, bishop of Rome, till A. D. 597.

(3) God, in many passages of Scripture, has positively ferbid
schisms and separations. There scem to be but two cases, in
which it is lawful and a duty to separate from a church ; viz.

1. When it teaches any doctrine or practice plainly repugnant
to God’s word, 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4,5, and 2 Tim. ii. 16, 17, 18.

2. When a church is in astate of schism or unjustifiable sepa-
ration from another church, St. Paul directs, Rom. xvi, 17, “Mark
those which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine
ye have learned, and avoid them.” :

In either of these cases, to separate is a duty; to do so under
other circumstances, appears a grievous sin,

(4) Ephes. iv. 4, There is one body and one spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.

(5) ¢ The time will come,” says the Apostle, 2 Tim, iv. 3,4,
“ when they will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their own
lusts shall they keap to themselves teachers, having ilching ears ;
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables.”

(6) If the spirit of schism and divigion existing in the Corin-
thian Church, though exercised in favour of such men as Paul
and Apollos, and Cephas, called down the severe rebuke of the
Apostle, what would he say of the same spirit as now 1n exis-
tence, and the ways in which it is evidenced 3

(7) It is not uncommon for separatists to say, “ The differ-
ences between us and the Church of England are not essential
and coneern only minor and unimportant points.” ‘Ifso,’ they
may be well answered * how can your separation from the ehurch
be justified, and why did you incur the guilt of schism for trifl-
ing and non-essential differences ?’

If on the other hand, the differences between the church and
a sect are allowed to be essential and momentous, the more cau-
tion and slow deliberation will a wise man use, before ke ven-
tures on so wide a leap.

There are, however, multitudes of persons belonging to non-
conforming families, who have been brought up from their child-
hood in alienation from the Church of England, and in princi-
ples and practices differing from our own. These are not to be
classed with the separatists of the present day, who hastily and
capriciously renounce communion with the church of which they
are professed members, and seem to have no more difficulty in
adopting & new creed and a new mode of worship, than in put-
ting on a new garment,

ON KNEELING IN PRAYER.

It was an observation made by Frederick the Third, that the
forms used by the Catholies in divine service, made their wor-
ship seem to have a superior for its object ; those of the Protest-
ants to have an equal. Were that prince now living, and were

he to visit many of the churches and chapels in this nation,
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might he not say that the pesture in which many place them-
selves, is such as indicates the object of their address to be neither
a superior nor an equal? Their prayers are neither in prostra-
tion, like the Mahometans; nor in standing, like the Jews; nor
in kneeling, as Christians, but sitting ; an attitude in which a
superior receives and addresses an inferior. This is a custom
which has been introduced, partly through the example of those
who ought to have set a better ; and partly, it is to be feared, from
that kind of indifference which arises from ignorance and careless-
ness: for did people think, who, and before whom, they are; did
they propetly reflect on the nature of prayer; did they contem-
plate Gop as the Creator of heaven and earth; as the universal
Sovereign, with whom is honour, power and dominion, majesty
and glory; I say, did men consider these things, can we sup-
pose they would dare o address Jehovah in an attitude which is
at the utmost distance from reverence and deep humility,

Eusebius one day perceiving that his wife, like others, began
to give up kneeling at her prayers, and auxious to give her a
proper sense of her conduct, called up her maid, and desired her
to go into the room where her mistress was silting, acd seat her-
self down on the sofa and ask her for a new gown. The lady
was quite in a rage. Eusebius desired the servant io retire, and
addressing his wife, drew a parallel of her own eonduct with
what she had just resented so highly, and she was 80 fully con-
viaced, that she promised to bebave with more propriety for the
future.— Friendly Visitor.

THE SAVIOUR'S PASSION.

All creatures in heaven &nd in earth are moved at owr Sa-
viour’s passion. The sun in heaven sbrinking in his light, the
earth trembling under it, the very stones cleaving in sunder, as
if they had sense and sympathy in it ; shall sinful men alene be
unmoved by it; they to whom it appertained, and for whom it
procured unspeakable blessings %— Bishop Andrews.

THE COLLECTS.

Our - Collects, with some exceptions, have been used in the
Church of England for twelve hundred years, and in the Church
at large for fourteen hundred years; and their origin lies in the
distant glory of primitive Christianity.— Palmer's Origines Li-
lwrgice.

KNEELINGS,

“ We shall have (said the Rev. Dr, Hood, in & late speech in
England,) 1200 more kneelings. 1 use the word jn preference to
sillings, that persons mey remember that they come to church,
not to sit and hear a sermon, but to kneel before their Ged, in
prayer; of these fresh kneelings, 700 will be for the poer, for to
them we are commanded in the place, to preach the gospel.”
e e —————

TUITION.
THE Bubscribers to the Classical and Blathematical “Sehool
established in Quebec in 1836, are desirous of lucreasing

the number of pupils by adding five more to the original nuns-
ber (25.)

The Institution is now conducted by the following Masters.

Head Master—Rev. F. J. Lundy, 8. C. L. late Scholar of Uni-
versity College, Oxford.

Mathematical Master—Edward Chapman Esq. B. A. late
Scholar of Caius College, Cambridge. Second Master, and
Teacher of French, Italian, Writing, &e—E. E. Brown Esq.
many years resident in Fracce and lialy,

Parsons wishing to become Subscribers, and desireus of being
informed of terms, &c. &c. are requested to apply to J. Geo. Ii-
vine Esq. Secretary (o the Quebec Classical School, Dalhousie
Place; or to the Rev. F. J. Lundy, St. Ursule Street, Quebec.
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PRIVATE TUITION.

A. Marriep CLerGYMAN of the Church of England, who has
taken the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and whose Rectory
is situated in one of the healthiest parts of Upper Canada, isde-
sirous of receiving into his house four young gentlemen as pu-
pils, who should be treated in every respect as members of his
own family, and whom he would undertake to prepare for the
intended Uhiversity of King’s College,——or, if preferred, give
such a general education as should qualify them for mercantile
or other pursuits, The strictest attention should be paid to their
morals and manners, and it would be the endeavour of the ad-
vertiser to instil into the minds of his pupils those sound religi-
ous principles, which form the only safeguard in the path of life,
Testimonials as to the character and qualifications of the ad-
vertiser will be shewn, to any persons who may wish to avail
themselves of this advertisement, by the Lord Bishop of Mon-
treal, the Fon, & Ven. the Archdeacon of York, the Rev. A. N.
Bethune, Cobourg, the Rev. H. J. Grasett, Toronto, and the

Rev. J. G. Geddes, Hamilton. 32-tf.

The Thurch

Will for the present be published at the Star Office, €obourg
every Saturday.

TERMS.

To Subseribers resident in the immediate neighborhood of the
place of publication, Tex SmiLLINGS per annum . To Subscri-
bers receiving their papers by mail, FirTeeN SniLuiNes per
annum, postage included. Payment is expected yearly, or at
least halfyearly in advance,

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

The Hon.and Ven. The Archdeacon of York; The Rev.
Dr. Harris, Principal of the U. C. College; the Rev, AT N,
Bethune, Rector of Cobourg: the Rev. H. I, Grasett, Asst,
Minister of St. James’s church, Toronto ;—to any of whom
communications referring to the general interests of the paper
may be addressed.

Eprron for the time being, The Rev. A. N. Bethune, to whom
all communications for insertion in the paper (post paid) areto
be addressed, as well as remittances of Subseription,

[R. D, CHATTERTON, PRINTER. ]
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