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THE CHRISTIAN M{RRQR.

. - - et piisice

1 see m?2.

did so.

¢ Well,? sail 1, ¢ what is yonr business with

me ! tell ivimmediately, and begonel

¢4 My business,? said fe, is soon told—1 want

a Bible 2

+s Tinag,? said 1, ¢ s what you shall not ebtain
from e, for fifty times its value, for your objeet,
Am
t ot rightly informed that but afew evenings
sinee, alter carousing il midairht with yonr com-
sanions, and uttering youe hlasphemies against
the Bible, you cousimed it in the flames, aml then

is 1o abase and destroy that blessed  book,

danced with fiendish delight upowits ashes

s You are, sir—ijt is quite trne ;—and ‘ever
siuce, the vulture his never ceased to gnaw at
my heart.  For such a purpose I shall never seek
o Bible azain, but that I may reverence and pe-

ruse, and 1 trusl, derive advantage {rom it. Look

said he, ¢ atmy countenance—did yon ever see
These sunken-eves
and pallid cl:ecks beiuken somewhat of the inter-

it wear its present aspect !

Anxiety for my own repulation iit-
duced me to hasten my servant to him, that he
wizht biing him o my study with all speed. e

1 need scarcely say that 1 cheerfully u_n(lcrtoqk
snch o commission ; but after pressing him again
amd arain to keep the contents of the second pack-
ety which might be useful to-him in his few re—
maining days 5 and after assuring him that the
Society would fulfil his request, without any re-
compense from him, he said, with most marked
and selemn emphasis—

i No, sir! | have done the mischief, and 1
icust provide the remedy.” _

Finding he would not otherwise be satisfied, T
consented to take the money, and appropriated it
according to liis intention.  We lhen'commgn.ded
lim o God, and depavted. My friend visited
him occasionally till he died, and subsequently as-
sured e, that if ever he witnessed the dying
moments of a sincere penitent, they were those of
this formesly awfully wicked and abandoned sea-
man.

His requesi in relation to the seventy-two sea-~
men was immediately complied with, to the ut-
most posssible extent.  Jnquiry was made, and
nearly all of them were found (o be stiil living—
to cach of whom a Bible was presented ; and of

>
>

nal conflict hy which I have been tore and agita-
ted; and I feel that my only relielis to obtain
that blessed book, which [ have perverted and

course the donor, and the peculiar circumstances
attendmg the gilt, were at the same time mnade

destroyed : and therefore 1 have come to you, not

that Fcannot proenre one elsewhere—for nothin

is more casy—but I want one ot your Bibles, (the

British and Foreign Bible Society) because [ thin
there is a peculiar blessing resting upon then.

knowu, as these would supply additional inotives
to the carelul perusal of that holy book ; but whe-
g ther the end desizned by the giver—the cradica-
tion of infide]l principles—was secured, the last
h lday only can disclose.

L

o Perceiving such indications of sincerity, T
complied with his wish, and he departed with o
copy of the Sacred Scriptures.  Sometime after,
n an interview 1 had with him, he expressed an
eamest desire to see vou, having once heard yoa
address the mecting of our auxiliary ; and he ob-
tained my promise that this, if by any means
practicable, should be sceured to him jand it is

'HE TRAVELLER.

VOILA LA CROJX !—BEIIOLD THE CROSS.
[ Extract from a Journal of Travels in the Alps.]

At the close of the year 1827, I crossed the Alps,
with a small party of friends from Pigneroi in

in fultilment of that promise that I .am now zhout

10 introduce you to him.”

A few moments after my friend had finished
his statements, we reached the dwelling of this

azed sinner, who was now conlined to his cham

her, from which he was deslined to go out no more,

till carried to his tang home.

We entered, and my friend inquired of his
niece, who minaged his domestic afluirs—forhe
livedin celibucy—whether or not he was slun-
bering. She said, < If vou will siep up stairs yon

canat once ascerlain, for the door of his rvom
which is facing the passage, is left opento admi
the air, as the weather is so warm.”

We ascended the stairs softly, and coming op-

posite 1o the door, saw him lying upon the hed

his fuce being hid in his hands, while he was
pouring out his soul in prayer, unconscious that
any eye was upan him, save that of the omnis-
cient God.  The tears were streaming through his
fingers, tears of deep and godly penitence; and
never shall I forzet the deep prostration of soul——
the utter self-abhorrence and seH-~tondemnation

which his prayers bhetokened and expressed

When he ceased, we entered his apartment and
conversed with him 3 and when about to leave
him, addressing himsell to me, he said,—¢ Sir,
1 had a particular wish 10 see you, and a particu-
lar fiavonr to request of you, which I trust you
will not deny me 5 for 1 cannot die in peace unless

yon promise.”

s Certainly,” 1said, <3f it be any thing in my
power, I will most gladly consent to your re-

(uest.”?

He then called his niece, and said, ¢ Bring me
that parcel from the next room—you know what

\ mean.”

She brought a small parcel, and placed it in his

hands.

« This parcel,” said he, «is now my only
carthly auxicty, and I commit it, sir, to your care.
The one is alist—a
black and awful list of seventy-two seamen, on
board various vessels sailing to different parts of
the world, to whom 1 ain painfully conscious of
having communicated the principles 1 formerly
cherished—principles of the darkest and most
1n this paper you will
find their names, the vessels o which they be-
Jong, and the destination to which they are bound.
The other Facket, sir, conlains forty sovercigns,

» I trust, be sufficient to procure” for
each of these unhappy and deluded men a copy
of the sacred volume ; and will you, sir, engage
that no means will be left vutried to put them,or as

1t contains two packets.

dete-mined imlidelity.

which  wil

Picdmont, to Briancou, in_ France. After proceed-
ing to Finistrelle, we furnished ourselves with
nides, men, and other requisites for the joutney.
Urged by the apparent necessity of advancing, on
account of the »eason, when all preparations were
~1duly made, we set forwand amidst descending
rain, and 3 wondering crowd.
We soon bhegan 1o ascend along the ledge of a
mountain which opened immense precipices to
our view. The road was wholly unguarded, and
we were accompanied by the concerto music of
a roaring torrent, that foamed along the valley,
»]and howling winds. Ndthing was more ohvious,
t | than that our temerity would be repaid by cold,
wet, and possible danger. Without adverting to
the little incidents of the way, I may simply state
+ | that, after some hidurs of painfu! march, in which
we passed through the small villages of Pourtiere,
1.2 Rua, and Traverse, we began the ascent of the
mountain called Chanal du Col.  'The rain, as we
rose, changed to sleet, and then to snow, the previ-
ous accumulation of which rendered our progsress
slow and diflicult. The march of pompous diction
secmcd consonant with the eizantic scale of the
. |scenery, and we thought of Johnson’s description
in the Hebrides, ¢ above, inaccessible alitude ;
below, immeasarable profundity,”
The snow was now rapidly decpening, the
mountains in succession presenting their formida-
ble ridges, and the pathway gradually disappear-
ing from view, 1ill we found ourselves amidst all
the ¢ charnins of solitude,’® and all the sublimitjes
of danger.  This was the place, and this the sea-
son, for the moral philosnp‘\cr {0 portray the high-
er order of emotions—-for the Christian to realise
the ¢ terrible majesty” of the infinite and cler-
nal God.
Two hours hal brought us to the crisis of our
circumstances. Imagine us then, a nelanchol
train ; each on hismule or horse, thickly covered
with cloaks or mantles to screen a shivcring frame,
and enveloped in a snowy fold ; imagine wus
moving like a forloin hope in rauk andfile, slow-
Iv,silently and apprehensively along the edge
of precipices, to which in making the necessary
cireuit, the trustworthy animal would ofien, per-
ha'ps.uncur‘nscio‘usly, (not so to his rider) approach
within a few inches—ah ! slippery, and dange-
rous and uncertain, footstep ! Each hapless travel-
ler now cast a wistful eye at the other ; for not a
sound was to be heard ; not a trace to mark the
course was to be seen ; the winds were hushed
the flakes of snow fell like the feather in an ex..
hausted receiver, and ¢ thick as autumnal leaves
in Vallambrosa.” Two guides accompanied us
but the sphere of their knowledge scemed to be’

- many of them as are still living, in posscssion of [bounded at this very spot ; and after giving the

that blessed book 2

word of command to stop, they began to consult

together (an ominous sign to bewilder
on the course tobe pursued, lprofessin
1o be altogether uncertain o,

Ty
ed travele
g themsely,,

the way. I{ v
dead calm, and with more truth tﬁyan pruc\i"e.:s \
one of them exclaimed, ¢ Ifthe wip <y

S . d risey o,
are lost.” In fact it isinpessible for any one “.‘,‘lz

has traversed Alpine regions to conceive gf I
violence of those gusts which seem to rygp l!L!c
furies between the mountains, as if commissiol “
tohurl them trom their bases. e
A few minutes- determined us to ady

ance
tiously and prayerfully ;:for in danger itic;n?lz-
ral to call upon God; and the sanctifieq r;nim‘I

does not merely utter the cry of dlstrcss, and seek
an interference, which in the hour of safety an
comfort was despised, but lifls up believip a.ld
confiding thoughts to Him who is reco‘(gnizgedl

¢¢ the hearer of prayer.” We may not a]wa;ﬁ
experience deliverance from evi); but we mzv
he assured, that through Christ our Advocate and
Friend, we shall enjoy consolation, and reap im-
provement.

The moment I have described was one of those
of intense emotion, which now and then oceuri
life whether of joy or sorrow. Silence reigned
nature frowned, danger threatened. I will gt
say that the incipient feeling did not arise whicy
suggested the self inquiry, Was life hazarded for
an adequate cause ? for lo sacrifice it for a smy|
object is sinful, while to yield it to the claimsof
duty and to God, is the martyr’s heroism. By
hark ! there is an exclamation of surprise and joy
The foremest guide is in extacies?aﬂl is well
and the sleeping echoes are roused by ¢ La croix |
Jacroix ! voilala croix I’ « See t{ere the cross,
the cross!*? In these bewildering regions itis
not uncommon, for the {wofold purpose of guiding
the stranger, and eliciting a superstitious worshi;
to fix a large wooden cross on the summit of
hill, or the edge ofa precipice, as well as
frequently by the roadside ; ~ by ‘which, when
the winler snows obliterate the path, some indi-
cation of the course may be given. Our guides
Lecame instantly aware of our safety, and knew
that we should soon commence the descent.

May not the reader of this narrative compare
without any forced application, or inappropriate
analogy, his own situation with that of these
travellers ? Are we not, in fact, all pursuing he
great journey into eternity 7 Have we not missed
our way ¥ Have we not departed from God by
wicked works; and are we not universally and
individually, in the language of infallible truth,
utterly “lost27? The course of transeressors is
diflicult 2nd dangerous ; but the cross,cthe cross!
there is hope, and peace, and safety ! Not the
cross of superstition, or the cross of temponal
safety ; not the wood or the tree upon whicha
Saviour was transfixed ; but Christ cvucified ; the
blood he shed for the remission of sins ; the offer-
ing which he presented for a guilty, deluded and
perishing world. It isnot deliverance from Al-
pine danger, but from cternal {orments; it is not
direction o a temporal abode, which may shel-
ter me- from inclement skies, or provide the
sweels of social intercourse—but elevation fo the
Wiss of heaven, which I' obtain by trusting in
those merits, embracing that Saviour, clinging iy
faith to that redeeming Cross ! ¢

THE SABBATH SCHOOL. ’

WHAT TEACIIERS OUGHT TO BE.

L. Teachers ought to be very pious.—The du-
ties demand entire consecration of the heart. Chil-
dren are more decply impressed by the instructin

y|ef the pious heait, than by the learned Keart.

Goodness affects them more than grealness.
They will be moved by tender appcals. Their
youthful sympathies will mingle freely with those
who feel for them ; and their tears will come s
witnesses that they are touched, when they
would sit unmoved under eloquence that astonish-
es ihe world. Your aim is tosave their soul.
Your power with them will be proportioned to
your piety. But more than this; you canmt
convertzyour class without God, and his Spirt
must be sought by prayer. Accending to yov'
faith it will be done unte you. Here is yoof
only hOf)e ; and bearing this continually in misd,
you will learn to ook for success corresponding
to. your own growth in grace. If your scholas
are thoughtless and indifferent, if weeks and
months pass by and none of them are converled:
instead of being disheartened, it would be well

to look into your own soul, and inquire if yousit



