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5. The first rnezzotint a portrait of Arnelia Elizabeth
Widow Regent of H-esse Cassel by Ludwig von Sie-gen in
1642.

l>crlaps 1 miay scck to avoid sonie of tlic criticisnms to
which this sketch is open b>' stating that thc descriptions of
the proccsscs which 1 have given arc drawn froni standard au-
thoritic's and flot froin niy personal experimients or observa-
tion. T olcosepcal h~ ~h aebdeprec
1 cannot attempt to give any advice but perhapi; it rnay miot
scn prcsumptious if 1 suggcst to any wlia arc beginning.
that it ks ncvcr good policy to bpy a poor impression, linowing
it to bc such. of even a rate print ; one ks atways dissatisfied
with it, and oftcn the expense of a poor impression prcv.;nfts
the purchase of sonicthing more desirable :and again. iver
cl ef ite Piiap>giy abmut j pritit if it ks unsightty, miount the
print catrefully, and covcr the tomn or stained margin with a
passe partut, becausc, if the print ks of any. value, an inch
or two of margin rnay make a %vonderful difference, if it
should evcr coule to the haniner. 1 amn grcatly indebted to,
Mr. Kingsford for nîany of the specinmens which 1 have uscd
to illustrate this paper and to the kindilcss of the cornrittee
of the present Exhibition for thc arrangements thcy have
madc for rny convenience.

This being in introductory paper on this subjcct, in tracing
the history and describing the proccsscs of the principal
methods of Esigraving 1 could hardly avoid dealing with
dates, and technical dctail to, an extent that must have
appcared uninteresting to, rany : but if this sketch rnay
makie it casier for some future lecturer to claborate his treat-
iîients of sorneparticular branch ofthiis subjectw~ith adequate
fuiness of detail, and awakcen your sympathies with the
hurnan interest in thc pcrsonality of the artists you %vill find
your reward for the patience with which you have this
cvcning honoured me.


